
 

Course Information 
Course Name: Social Theory 
Course ID: CJS 205-7101 
Semester: Continuing Education Session 2  
Mode: Online 

Instructor Information 
Name: Vanessa Lynn Lovelace, PhD 
Email: vlovelace@umassd.edu  
Office Hours: MW 11-1PM via zoom at  https://umassd.zoom.us/j/91812606942 

Course Description 
A study of sociological theorists. Designed to teach the theoretical foundations necessary for the critical study of crime 
and justice, the course will cover a range of theories focusing on those that assist in a critique of problems of power in 
matters of crime and justice. 
 
This course will offer a foundational overview of early sociological theories of structures of power and control. The 
readings will be broken up into units; each unit will focus mainly on the primary writings of a particular theorist. Unit 1 
will engage with Karl Marx; Unit 2 with Émile Durkheim; Unit 3 with Max Weber; and Unit 4 with W.E.B. Du Bois. Unit 5 
will be devoted to more contemporary theorists and we will be thinking about how theories draw pieces from each 
other. We will look at the uses of power in the formation of the State, society, education, class, race, and gender. In 
addition to a study of these theorists’ writings and the historical contexts in which they arose, we will examine and 
discuss real-world applications of these theories and their uses in formations of governments, empires, and systems of 
control, paying particular attention in the final weeks to feminist and anti-colonial critiques of these manifestations of 
power.  
 
Readings and assignments should be completed prior to the date indicated on the syllabus. You must come to class 
meetings having read the assigned readings and/or watched assigned videos. Be prepared to discuss the readings and 
videos on the date on which the readings are listed on the syllabus. All of the readings will be available on myCourses or 
elsewhere online.  
 
Prerequisite: 
CJS 190 
 
Course Credits: 
3 
 
Required Text: 
There are NO required textbooks for this course.  
All course readings and media are available on the course site in myCourses through either a pdf link or internet link.  

Course Objectives 
By the end of this course you should be able to: 
 

• Identify and contextualize core theories, methods, and texts in the field 
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• Apply Crime & Justice concepts to personal, community, and global experiences within political and economic 

systems 

• Present and communicate organized and coherent arguments in written and verbal forms 

• Demonstrate historical and contemporary understanding of systems of injustice, institutionalized violence, and 

structural oppression 

• Distinguish and make connections between structures of power and forms of oppression (e.g., racism, sexism, 

heterosexism, classism, etc.) 

Communication Plan 
 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a nature 
that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion 
board forum. 
 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply from me via 
email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an 
exception not the rule. 
 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. I will post often during the first weeks of the course 
and then drop off in Activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured however, I *will* be participating 
in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any discussion comment directed specifically at me. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While you 
may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course 
you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on 
assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class 
hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your 
time accordingly! 
 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peer’s 
comments 

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 
• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that relate to the 
course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on an idea 

that is being discussed 
• Give insights gained from assigned readings for the week. If you need more information, ask the participants a 

question about the week's reading 
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your personal 

and professional life. 



• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 
questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page) 

Methods of Instruction 
 
Final Grade Breakdown: 
 

1. Introduction       5pts 
2. FOUR Critical Response Papers (10 pts each)    40pts 
3. SEVEN Discussion Board Posts (3pts each)   21pts 
4. SEVEN Response Posts (2pts each)    14pts 
5. Final        20pts 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
Introduce yourself on VoiceThread on myCourses.  
 
DISCUSSION AND RESPONSE POSTS: 
Every week you are required to post at least twice to the discussion boards. 

 
1.  Your first post (Discussion Post) is always due before midnight on the third day of each unit (06/11; 06/17; 
06/23; 06/30; and 07/05), and must include a summary of the main points in the readings. I will post questions for 
each post each week to help you figure out how to get started for that week. I also ask that you post your own 
reactions, thoughts and critiques/questions of the readings. This post is meant to illustrate how well you engage 
with class materials 
 
2.  Your second post (Response Post) is always due by midnight on the fifth day of each unit (06/13; 06/19; 06/25; 
07/02; and 07/07) and must be a response to or elaboration upon something one of your classmates has 
posted. This post is meant to illustrate how well you are engaging with your classmates through course 
materials. You must add something meaningful (never simply repeat) to what has already been said by your 
classmates. 

  
CRITICAL RESPONSE PAPERS: 
We will be focusing on four main theorists this semester, and as we conclude with each of them, you will write a short 
critical response to their theories and writings, focusing on what you see as the main themes of their work and why 
these themes are important. Each critical response will be different – it may take the form of an interview, an analysis of 
current events, or a critical engagement with your own position within structures of power. They only need to be about 
two pages long, and as such, they do not need to be perfectly-constructed arguments with thesis statements, supporting 
evidence, and conclusions; however, it will be helpful for you to aim for that kind of clear structure. The central purpose 
of this activity is to think beyond the texts - how do they relate to our State and society? Why are they relevant in the 
contemporary world? The critical responses are also a good way to work out ideas that you may develop in your 
midterm essay or final exam. The due dates for response papers are noted in the weekly schedule, and we will discuss 
the exact expectations and content of each response as they arise. 
 
Late Assignments: 
As with any traditional college course, timely and full participation in all assignments and activities is an integral part of 
this learning experience. Work submitted after a due date without prior notice will receive a two-point deduction for 
each week it is late. For example: If you submit an activity from week one during week three, you will receive a four-
point deduction. 

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 



paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center. 

University Academic Policies 
These policies are also available in the student handbook on the University website - umassd.edu 

• Information on Incompletes 

• Student Behavior 

• Student Academic Integrity  

• Definition of Credit Hour 

• Course Withdrawal 

• Grade Appeal 

• Attendance Policy 

• Academic Calendar 

• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Academic and Technical Support 
 
Tutoring 

• If you have difficulty with the coursework, please reach out to me or contact the Academic Resource Center. 

• The Multiliteracy & Communication Center offers online writing tutoring. 
 
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
• Do you need help with other UMass Dartmouth technologies? Please contact CITS. 

Course Schedule 
 
Week 1: Introductions (09/02/20 – 09/06/20) 

Thinking about power and theory in our lives 

 
Topic(s): What is theory, education, power in education 
 
Reading(s): 

• Freire, Paulo. 2005. “Chapter 2” in Pedagogy of the Oppressed, pp. 71-86. 
https://commons.princeton.edu/inclusivepedagogy/wp-
content/uploads/sites/17/2016/07/freire_pedagogy_of_the_oppresed_ch2-3.pdf 

 
Media: 

• "Changing Education Paradigms", a lecture by Sir Ken Robinson 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U) 

 
Assignment(s): 

• Introductions (Due 9/6) 

• Discussion Post (Due 9/3) 

• Response Post (Due 9/4) 
 

 
Week 2: Marx (09/07/20 – 09/13/20) 
 
Topic(s): Communism, capital, labor, commodification 
 
Reading(s): 
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• Communist Manifesto, p. 73-84. (https://www-jstor-org.libproxy.umassd.edu/stable/j.ctt5vm1x2) 
 
Capital – (https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/download/pdf/Capital-Volume-I.pdf) 

• “On the Value and Product of Commodities” in Capital, p. 27-30. 

• “Cooperation” in Capital, p. 227-236. 

• “The Fetishism of commodities and the Secret Therof” in Capital, p. 47-59. 

• “The Buying and Selling of Labor Power” in Capital, p. 119-125. 

• “The Secret of Private Accumulation” in Capital, p. 507-509. 

• “Historical Tendency of Capitalist Accumulation” in Capital, p. 541-542. 
Media:  

• Chinese iPhone factory (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ItLIywwepY) 

•  “I’m on a Boat” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7yfISlGLNU), watch and think about how this might 
relate to the theories and discussion of Marx Critical Response 

• CNN report on living on minimum wage and think about how this might relate to the theories 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SCB1t28nDU) 

•  
 
Assignment(s): 

• Discussion Post (Due 9/9) 

• Response Post (Due 9/10) 
 

 

 
Week 3: Durkheim (09/14/20 – 09/20/20) 
 
Topic(s): Understanding social fact, communality and consciousness, a theory of crime 
 
Reading(s): 

• “What is Social Fact?” in The Rules of Sociological Method, pp. 1-13. 
(http://sites.middlebury.edu/individualandthesociety/files/2010/09/Durkheim-social-fact.pdf);  

• “Mechanical Solidarity, or Solidarity by Similarities”, pp. 70-110. 
(http://fs2.american.edu/dfagel/www/Class%20Readings/Durkheim/Division%20Of%20Labor%20Final%20Versi
on.pdf) 

• “The Anomic Division of Labour”, pp. 353-373 
 
Media:  

• Corporate team-building through drumming (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nnKpVPrVkmU) 

• I Love Lucy (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkQ58I53mjk) 

•  “Fresh Prince of Bel-Air” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPeDAFTgPTA) 
 
Assignment(s): 

• Critical Response on Marx (Due 9/20) 

• Discussion Post (Due 9/16) 

• Response Post (Due 9/17) 
 

 

 
Week 4: Weber (09/21/20 – 09/27/20) 
 
Topic(s): What is the state, social authority, multiple social causes, politics as social power 
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Reading(s): 

• Politics as a Vocation” pp. 1-27. (http://anthropos-lab.net/wp/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/Weber-Politics-as-
a-Vocation.pdf);  

• "The Three Pure Types of Legitimate Rule” pp. 133-145. 

• "Classes, Status Groups, and Parties" pp. 182-194 from Economy and Society, 1922;  
 

Media:  

• Clips from Parks and Recreation: on elections and candidates 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCvC8pUI4ZA), on government scandals 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2HEBwubs90), on food and drug regulations 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ish8NBunrQU), and on animal control 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUcjn1CuRZI) and think about how this might relate to the theories 

 

• The Breakfast Club and think about how this might relate to the theories 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3mupIlFIYQ) 

 
Assignment(s): 

• Critical Response on Durkheim (Due 9/27) 

• Discussion Post (Due 9/23) 

• Response Post (Due 9/24) 
 

 
Week 5: DuBois (09/28/20 – 10/04/20) 
 
Topic(s): What is the color line, double consciousness, civil rights 
 
Reading(s): 

• "The Study of the Negro Problems," 1897 (http://www.webdubois.org/dbStudyofnprob.html)  

• "Strivings of the Negro People," 1897 (https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1897/08/strivings-of-
the-negro-people/305446/) 

•  “The Development of a People," 1904 (http://www.webdubois.org/dbDevOfAPeople.html) 

• "The Souls of Black Folk: The Forethought", "Of the Training of Black Men”, and “Of the Sons of Master and 
Man” from The Souls of Black Folk,  (https://www.gutenberg.org/files/408/408-h/408-h.htm) 

 
Assignment(s): 

• Critical Response on Weber (Due 10/4) 

• Discussion Post (Due 9/30) 

• Response Post (Due 10/1) 
 

 
Week 6: Feminist and Intersectionality (10/05/20 – 10/11/20) 
 
Topic(s): Embodiment, embodied power, identity, intersectionality 
 
Reading(s): 

• Scott, Joan W. 2001. “Fantasy Echo: The History and Construction of Identity”. Critical Inquiry 27(1), p. 284-304. 
(https://www-jstor-org.libproxy.umassd.edu/stable/1344251) 

• Collins, Patricia H. 2000. “The Politics of Black Feminist Thought” in Black Feminist Thought, pp. 1-19. 
(https://web-a-ebscohost-com.libproxy.umassd.edu/ehost/resultsadvanced?vid=3&sid=1f72c58e-0b43-4955-
8b41-
87ef1894c784%40sessionmgr4007&bquery=JN+%22Black+Feminist+Thought%22&bdata=JmRiPXNpaCZ0eXBlPT
Emc2VhcmNoTW9kZT1TdGFuZGFyZCZzaXRlPWVob3N0LWxpdmUmc2NvcGU9c2l0ZQ%3d%3d) 
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Assignment(s): 

• Critical Response on DuBois (Due 10/11) 

• Discussion Post (Due 10/7) 

• Response Post (Due 10/8) 
 

 
Week 7: Postcoloniality (10/12/20 – 10/18/20) 
 
Topic(s): Orientalism, Self/Other, coloniality, subjectivity 
 
Reading(s): 

• Said, Edward. 1978. “Introduction” in Orientalism. (https://www-jstor-
org.libproxy.umassd.edu/stable/10.3366/j.ctvxcrv1h.17) 

• Césaire, Aimé. 2000. “Discourse on Colonialism”, pp. 29-78. (https://www-jstor-
org.libproxy.umassd.edu/stable/j.ctt9qfkrm.4) 

• Mohanty, Chandra T. “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourse” (https://www-jstor-
org.libproxy.umassd.edu/stable/10.3366/j.ctvxcr9q0.8)  

 
Media:  

• “U.S. Territories: Last Week Tonight With John Oliver” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CesHr99ezWE) 
 
Assignment(s): 

• Discussion Post (Due 10/14) 

• Response Post (Due 10/15) 
 

 

 
 
Week 8: Writing Week (10/19/20 – 10/22/20) 
 
No readings – use this week to complete your final exam.  
 
Assignment(s): 

• Final (Due 10/22) 
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