
 
 

UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS DARTMOUTH 
COLLEGE OF NURSING and HEALTH SCIENCES 

RN-BS Online Program 
 
 

Course: NUR 301 
Section:   
Semester:  Fall 2020 
Course Dates:  September 2- October 20 
Mode:   Online  
Credits:   Three (3) credits - Theory 
Prerequisites:  Matriculated RN-BS students only; NUR 214 and 300 level courses completed OR faculty permission  
Co-Requisites: None 
Add/Drop Deadline: THIS IS A 7 WEEK COURSE: The last day drop this course September 4 , 2020. 

Withdrawal Deadline:  October 6 
The Academic Calendar can be found at  https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/ 

 
Faculty: Stacey Waite, DNP,RN,CNE 
Contact: Message me through Course Messages for course-related issues 
Office Hours: Online office hours by appointment 
Email: swaite@umassd.edu 

 
Course-related questions should be posted in the Q&A Discussion Board on the course site as this allows everyone in the 
class to benefit from your question.   If you have a personal concern that you would like to keep private, please message 
faculty through Course Messages on the NUR 301 course menu. Faculty check messages daily Monday through Friday so 
you can expect a reply within approximately 24 hours during the work week. 

 

This course serves as a bridge to facilitate the RN student’s transition to baccalaureate nursing. Emphasizing 
emerging technologies, the course explores concepts of professional nursing as a way to guide and promote 
health and to shape the health care environment. The course content is built on an assumed foundation of basic 
nursing preparation and clinical experience of the registered nurse and the 2008 AACN Essentials of 
Baccalaureate Education for Nursing Practice. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The student: 
 

1. Demonstrates professional responsibility, accountability, and ethical decision making as the basis for delivering 
health care. 

2. Identifies multiple roles of the baccalaureate prepared nurse in shaping the health care environment. 
3. Describes the role of the baccalaureate prepared nurse in managing emerging technologies in patient care. 
4. Explores patterns of knowing (aesthetic, ethical, empirical, personal, and sociopolitical) in nursing practice. 
5. Analyzes nursing practice using reflection and integration of current theoretical science and nursing research 

knowledge. 

COMMUNICATION 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
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6. Applies nursing philosophies and professional nursing standards to one’s own professional nursing role 
development. 

 
  
Required book: Hood, L., Leddy, S. (2018) Conceptual Bases of Professional Nursing (9th ed.) Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & 
Wilkins        

 
Strongly recommended: 
American Psychological Association. (2019). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th edition). 

American Psychological Association.    
 
Books are available through the UMD Campus store or any vendor of your choice.  Used editions are fine. 
Additional course readings and materials are posted on the course site. 

 
 
Teaching Practices, Learning Methods, and Evaluation: 
Teaching and learning are ongoing, dynamic processes.  Core nursing concepts are presented to students using a variety of 
formats to promote learning: 

− Narrated lecture presentations of key issues and topics 
− Web links and videos 
− Assigned readings, critical thinking exercises, and case study scenarios 
− Discussion participation and reflection on knowledge, concepts, and topics 
− Written assignments 

Grading: 
Passing grade is a 77 (C+) or better. Grading follows the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth grading system and the 
College academic grading policies found in the Student Handbooks: 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/ 
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/ 

 
The student’s grade will be based on:  

Methods of Evaluation % of Final Grade Course Outcomes Met 
Nursing philosophy statement 20% 5,6 
Evidence Based Practice 20% 4,5,6 
Professional Portfolio 20% 1,2,3,4,5,6 
Online Discussions Assignments 40% 1,2,3,4,5,6, 

 
A detailed overview of assignments can be found further below and on the course site.  All written work in the College is 
presented in APA (American Psychological Association) format.  The APA Publication Manual is strongly recommended for 
students.  APA resources and tips for professional writing are available on the course site.   

Teaching-Learning Responsibilities of Faculty: 
1. To guide the learner through assignments and discussions. 
2. To construct assignments that foster critical thinking and support professional development. 
3. To provide written guidelines for assessment of learner performance and timely feedback of discussions and 

assignments. 
4. To be available for telephone or virtual conference with students weekly throughout the semester by 

appointment.    

Responsibilities of the Student: 
1. To demonstrate commitment to the exploration of ideas and issues related to course content. 
2. To be self-directed and communicate learning needs, questions, and concerns. 
3. To take accountability for reviewing course content and discussions on a regular basis, weekly or more often, 

throughout the semester. 

COURSE  TEXTBOOKS and MATERIALS 

 

METHODS of INSTRUCTION and GRADING 
 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/


4. To take responsibility to contact faculty when experiencing issues/concerns or difficulty related to course content 
and assignments. 

5. To engage in the online class and actively participate in on-line discussions. 
6. To complete all course assignments on the designated due date.  
7. To treat peers and faculty with respect to promote a positive academic atmosphere, to communicate 

professionally and respectfully, and to use proper on-line etiquette when posting discussions.  
8. To follow the University Student Code of Conduct Policy found in the Student Handbook at: 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/ 
9. To cite all references and sources used and to be mindful of plagiarism and academic dishonesty standards. 
10. To submit assignments on time by the due date listed.   
11. Due to the nature of on-line courses, students are highly encouraged to keep copies of all their discussion postings 

as well as assignments.  CITS archives courses at the end of each semester so course postings aren’t available. 

Late Assignments: 
Assignments or Discussion Board postings not submitted by the due date will not be accepted unless the student obtains 
faculty permission before the assignment due date.   

 
Attendance: 
This course is delivered in an online format that includes module assignments, narrated lectures, web links and videos, 
and engaging in lively online discussions. Learning is maximized through weekly online participation. Students are 
expected to complete assignments on time as indicated in the class schedule. Students are encouraged to make an 
appointment with the instructor early in the semester for any concerns. 
 
Coursework Expectations: 
Because this is a 3-credit course, students can expect to spend a minimum of 9 hours per week engaged in course 
activities online, assigned class work, and reading.  
 
Federal credit-hour requirements:  
One credit-hour is the amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student 
achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than: 

1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each 
week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester or the equivalent amount of work 
over a different amount of time. 

2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities 
as established by the institution, including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic 
work leading to the award of credit hours. 

 

Academic Integrity and Ethical Standards:   
All U Mass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practice. A 
high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the intellectual 
accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are 
undermined by academic dishonesty. A student found responsible for academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary 
action, which may include dismissal from the University.  

The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand 
required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional dishonesty. All students should read and 
understand the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. Academic dishonesty and plagiarism are serious academic offenses.  
Please review the Student Handbook for academic regulations and procedures.  Examples of academic dishonesty include 
but are not limited to cheating on examinations, submitting written material that is the work of others, purchasing papers 
over the Internet, unauthorized use of course supplemental materials, or unauthorized use of computer files of a student 
or faculty member.  The Student Handbook can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/ 

Students cannot use the internet and/or supplemental materials in any way that violates the U Mass Dartmouth Student 
Academic Integrity Policy.  Any violation of academic honesty is a serious offense and is therefore subject to an 
appropriate penalty. Faculty may refer any incident to the Director of Student Conduct and Dispute Resolution for further 

ACADEMIC POLICIES 
 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/


action. The University Academic Integrity Policy can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic- regulations-and-procedures/ 

In addition to university policies for academic integrity and conduct, nursing students must adhere to the College of 
Nursing and Health Sciences Nursing Program polices on Academic Dishonesty, Competence and Good Moral Character. 
These policies hold nursing students to a higher standard as required by the profession and regulatory bodies. These 
policies are found in the Undergraduate Nursing Student Handbook at: https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-
handbooks/ 

Nursing students have the obligation to behave in a way that is consistent with the standards of professional nursing 
practice. Students are expected to consistently conduct themselves in a respectful, professional, and ethical manner. Each 
student must take the individual responsibility in the choices s/he makes, and this is equally important in the responsibility 
of learning and understanding of any/all materials that are presented in the nursing program. 

To maintain academic, as well as professional, integrity, students are prohibited from selling, distributing, copying, 
website posting, texting, email or publishing: faculty-created Course Lecture Notes; handouts; recordings; presentations, 
care plans; concept maps; assignments, test information, confidential information, or any material identified by faculty. 

Safe Assign: 
This course uses Safe Assign for assignment submissions to identify possible instances of plagiarism. Suspect assignments 
include those without references cited, with sections copied directly from sources without citing, or with writing styles not 
representative of college student work. Submitted assignments will be included in the UMass Dartmouth assignment 
database, which is used solely for detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process during current and future 
semesters. Students may also check their paper drafts through the Safe Assign practice module on the MyCourses Support 
Hub for Students. 

Use of Copyrighted Materials: 
The materials in this course are only for the use of students enrolled in the course for purposes associated with this course and 
may not be retained or further disseminated. 
The copyright law of the United States governs the making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material.  
Under certain conditions specified in the law, the photocopy or reproduction may be “used for the purpose of private study, 
scholarship, or research.”  If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a photocopy or reproduction posted on this course 
website for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be liable for copyright infringement. Detailed information is 
available at:  
https://www.lib.umassd.edu/services/copyright-policy-reserves 

Incomplete Policy: 
In accordance with University and College policies, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the 
instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. The 
incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional 
circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. The student must communicate with faculty in writing via email as soon as 
possible before the last 3 weeks of the course. 
 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT SERVICES 
Students needing assistance with writing are encouraged to seek assistance early in the semester.  Students have access to E-
tutor services via myCourses and the NUR 452 course main page. Academic support services, including one-on-one 
consultations and tutoring services, are available online.  Please use these resources early to aid you in your academic 
success.  If you are having difficulty with a class, please: 

1) Contact faculty immediately for any concerns regarding your academic progress 
2) Contact Michele Bourgeois, the RNBS Student Success Coordinator, mbourgeois1@umassd.edu 
3) The Multiliteracy and Communication Center (MCC) is a free tutoring service offering online appointments to all 

UMassD students.  Contact the Center for help with writing and communicating projects at:  
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/ 

4) Contact the Academic Resource Center for tutoring assistance. 

Students with Disabilities: 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-%20regulations-and-procedures/
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/
https://www.lib.umassd.edu/services/copyright-policy-reserves
mailto:mbourgeois1@umassd.edu
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
https://www.umassd.edu/arc/


In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The student will need to provide documentation to the Center. 

Title IX Statement: 
The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to encourage diverse 
perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and analytical thinking skills. In many classes, 
including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics. If a topic covered in this 
class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with the professor or seek out 
confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or - 
8650, or  
the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-
4584. In an emergency contact the Department of  
Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, 
requires that faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, 
abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include but are not 
limited to reports of sexual assault, relational  
 
abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate appropriate 
channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty member 
inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure 
that the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not be shared. 

For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 

TECHNICAL SUPPORT for MyCourses 

Technical support is available 24/7.   Students can submit a request at IT Help or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8900 
during normal business hours (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST). 
During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at the Help Center at: 
https://embanet.frontlinesvc.com/app/home/p/2146 
Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/ 
 
 
 
 

Module 1 Written Assignment Nursing Philosophy 

Each student will submit an up to 3 page explanatory paper which defines how they define their original view of 
the nursing paradigm, specifically the concepts of person, environment, health, and nursing. A recent case 
description from your workplace may assist in defining these core concepts and definitions. 

Format, organization and literary style 

The paper should be logically organized with an introduction, body and summary/conclusions. Use APA style with 
correct grammar and spelling. 

Overview and definition of the nursing paradigm 

Provide concise original definitions regarding the four building blocks: person, environment, health, and nursing. 
It might be helpful to read the description of our CON paradigm which you will find in the UMD CON 
Undergraduate Student Handbook (it is located under the Resources link on the left sidebar of the 
umassd.edu/nursing homepage). 

ASSIGNMENTS and GRADING CRITERIA 
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Consider using a recent example from your clinical practice which illustrates your views. 
Think of a recent client/patient clinical scenario which may help explain your philosophy of nursing. Describe 
how this case explains how you view the concepts of person, environment, health, and nursing. It may be a 
nursing practice case that was successful or one that you wish had a different therapeutic outcome. 

 

Grading criteria:  The paper is limited to 3 pages, exclusive of references and title page. A minimum of two(2) 
scholarly nursing references should be used.  The APA format is required. 

 
Overview and discussion of nursing 
paradigm including clinical explanation 

60% 

  

Organization of written assignment 
including introduction and conclusion 

30% 

  
APA format 10% 

 

 

 

 

 

Module 2 Assignment: EBP research- 

 20 %of total grade 

This assignment focuses on reviewing and analyzing the evidence for the practice of nursing. For this assignment: 
 
You will identify an area of interest related to the practice of nursing 
 
Do a literature search on your chosen topic- Search through CINHAL or GoggleScholar 
 
Select one NURSING research article of interest to you and write an annotated bibliography (synopsis) for your chosen 
article. 
 
For example- you can chose a nursing topic such as: Falls in the Elderly, Do Not Intubate orders, or pressure ulcers. 
 
If you need assistance-feel free to contact me or our Nursing Librarian. Hilary Kraus can assist you with your literature 
search to identify an appropriate article. 
 
Your written assignment should include: 
 
HINT: each of the following[b-k} should be formatted as a HEADING of the paper 
 

• The citation for the article in APA format 
 

• The problem 
 



• The purpose of the study 
 

• The research question (if stated; if not, say so) 
 

• A description of the sample (type, size, how obtained, etc.) 
 

• Study design 
 

• Data Collection (how was the data collected? If tools were used comment on reliability/validity) 
 

• Key Findings of the study 
 

• Limitations. 
 

• Your level of recommendation ( Highly recommend, recommend, recommend with reservation, or do not 
recommend)and why (speak to any weaknesses you identified in the study and how this study would or would not 
be important to the practice of nursing ) 
 

•  
PLEASE NOTE: The NURSING RESEARCH article you select should be current (within the past 5 years). Your review of 
each article should be approximately 500 words long not including the reference. It should be free of grammatical and 
formatting errors. A copy of the article itself is required and should submitted with your annotated bibliography 

Rubric: 

 Points 
• The citation for the article in APA format 5 
• The problem 10 
• The purpose of the study 10 
• The research question (if stated; if not, say 
so) 

5 

• A description of the sample (type, size, 
how obtained, etc.) 

10 

• Study design 5 
• Data Collection (how was the data 
collected? If tools were used comment on 
reliability/validity) 

10 

• Key Findings of the study 10 
• Limitations. 10 
• Your level of recommendation ( Highly 
recommend, recommend, recommend with 
reservation, or do not recommend)and why 
(speak to any weaknesses you identified in the 
study and how this study would or would not 
be important to the practice of nursing) 

15 

APA formatting, grammar, formatting 10 
 

 

 

 



On-line Discussion Assignments 

On designated course dates (see list of class dates and assignments) each student will engage in focused and 
referenced discussion with their classmates. The assigned topics are listed on the MyCourses website in a 
folder designated for that date. The folder will include directions and assigned topics/questions for 
discussion and may also include additional readings. Students will post an initial response to the assigned 
topic by midnight on the Thursday of the designated week. Following the initial post, all students will read all 
postings and post one responses to a classmate by midnight on the date listed in the MyCourses folder. 

 

On-line discussion should be professional, demonstrate engagement in issues and contribute to the 
development of knowledge among your fellow RNs. Reference to the textbook and additional readings is 
required to support your discussion. In addition, discussion should also include sharing comments, insights 
and learning related to the focused learning topic and how it relates to your clinical practice and professional 
development. 

 

Grading criteria for focused on-line discussion: Students will receive an average grade for focused on-
line assignments.  I will grade them each week with the Discussion Rubric posted. 

Initial posting reflecting depth of thought, insight and knowledge of course content (40 %), engagement 
with peers on issues reflecting depth of thought, insight (40 %), sharing and contributing comments, 
potential or actual utilization of course content in your practice setting (10 %), concise, articulate writing 
style, respecting opinions of peers, timely postings (10 %). 

 

Grading Rubric for NUR 301 Discussion Assignments 

 

Objective/Criteria Performance Indicators 
Low Performance (0 
points) 

Below Average 
(50%) 

Acceptable (75%) Exemplary (100%) 

Quality of Discussion 
40% 

Initial post did not reflect 
depth of thought, insight 
or knowledge of course 
content. Posting consisted 
mostly of opinions, 
feelings, and impressions. 
No reflection. No 
reference to readings. 

Many opinions expressed 
with little or no reference to 
the readings. No reflection 
on self-practice or clinical 
work experience. Poor 
development of ideas. 
Comments are not clearly 
connected to assigned 
readings. 

Ideas need more 
development and linkage to 
the readings. Reflection 
needs more development. 

Posted thoughtful analysis of 
readings. Reflected on readings 
in relation to clinical work 
experience. Effectively used 
quotes and references to 
illustrate points, support 
position and reflection. 



Engagement with 
Peers 40% 

Little to no engagement 
with peers. 

Student offers opinions that 
are only occasionally 
related to the topic. No 
linkage to the readings. No 
suggestions given to peers, 
no examples posted. 

Engagement with peers 
could have been further 
developed, linkages with 
readings more specific. Few 
examples given to support 
statements. 

Fully engages peers in 
discussion on issues reflecting 
depth of thought, insight. 
Identifies linkages with 
assigned readings, one’s 
clinical practice. Offers 
suggestions, additional 
readings, or resources for 
support. Student may use 
examples to discuss ways the 
topic connects to life 
experiences. Student can 
answer group member 
questions with ease. 

Response to peer 
postings 10% 

Responses to peers may 
be late or absent. Student 
may not have 
communicated 
respectfully to others 
while participating in 
online course activities. 

Responses to other 
students’ initial postings 
were brief, incomplete, and 
did not include reference to 
course content and 
application to practice. 
Student may not have 
communicated in a 
respectful manner in the 
online discussion. 

Contributing comments and 
posts in response to other 
students’ initial postings 
need further development, 
including reference to course 
content and application to 
practice. Student 
communicated in a 
respectful manner in the 
online discussion. 

Significant contributing 
comments and detailed posts in 
response to other students’ 
initial postings, including 
reference to course content and 
application to practice. The 
student always communicated 
effectively and respectfully with 
others, and was respectful of 
opinions of peers. 

Grammar/Writing/APA 
Format 10% 

APA Format was not 
used. Student used more 
than 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or more 
than 4 misspelled or 
improperly used words. 

The student used 2–3 
incomplete sentences 
and/or 4–5 misspelled or 
improperly used words. 
APA format, citations, and 
references are incorrect. 

The student used 1-2 
incomplete sentences and/or 
2-3 misspelled or improperly 
used words. Citations and 
references have minor APA 
format errors. 

The student used no more than 
1 incomplete sentence and/or 2 
misspelled or improperly used 
words. Citations, references, 
and APA format is correct. 

100 points possible 

 



Eportfolio 

 The purpose of the professional portfolio is to demonstrate your comprehensive 
academic profile and nursing competence. The components of your professional portfolio 
can be used to assess prior learning, continuing competence to practice  and assist you in 
career development. The professional portfolio allows you to showcase your credentials 
and reflect on your professional career. 

Some of the assignments in this course will support construction of your portfolio. The portfolio includes 
documentation about your prior education, licenses and certifications, a statement of your philosophy of 
nursing, a statement of 5 year professional goals, nursing exemplars, a current resume, honors and awards, 
professional associations, publication history, professional presentations, research, continuing education 
and community activities. 

You may use either the suggested online eportfolio template OR your final professional portfolio can be a .pdf or 
power point collection of electronic documents. 

Documents include scanned copies of transcripts, licenses, and certificates. Specific 
assignments in NUR 301 will also be included in the portfolio. You should include a reflective 
commentary on the specific submission and how they demonstrate your growth or goals 
for continued learning. 

Upon approval of your portfolio, 38 nursing credits will be transferred to your academic 
record consistent with the UMD College of Nursing transfer credit policies for 
matriculated registered nurses enrolled in the RN-BSN program option. 



 

 

Criteria for Portfolio grading: 

Criteria Unsatisfactory 

0 

Emerging 

5 

Proficient 

7.5 

Exemplary 

10 

Rating 

Selection of 
Artifacts 

The artifacts and 
work samples do 
not relate to the 
purpose of the 
eportfolio. 

Some of the 
artifacts and work 
samples are 
related to the 
purpose of the 
eportfolio. 

Most artifacts and 
work samples are 
related to the 
purpose of the 
eportfolio. 

All artifacts and work 
samples are clearly 
and directly related to 
the purpose of the 
eportfolio.  A wide 
variety of artifacts is 
included. 

  

Descriptive Text No artifacts are 
accompanied by a 
caption that clearly 
explains the 
importance of the 
item including title, 
author, and date. 

Some of the 
artifacts are 
accompanied by 
a caption that 
clearly explains 
the importance of 
the item including 
title, author, and 
date. 

Most of the 
artifacts are 
accompanied by a 
caption that clearly 
explains the 
importance of the 
item work 
including title, 
author, and date. 

All artifacts are 
accompanied by a 
caption that clearly 
explains the 
importance of the item 
including title, author, 
and date. 

Reflective 
Commentary 

The reflections do 
not explain growth 
or include goals for 
continued learning. 

A few of the 
reflections explain 
growth and 
include goals for 
continued 
learning. 

Most of the 
reflections explain 
growth and include 
goals for 
continued 
learning. 

All reflections clearly 
explain how the 
artifact demonstrates 
your growth, 
competencies, 
accomplishments, and 
include goals for 
continued learning 
(long and short term). 

  

The reflections do 
not illustrate the 
ability to effectively 
critique work or 
provide 
suggestions for 
constructive 

A few reflections 
illustrate the 
ability to 
effectively critique 
work and provide 
suggestions for 
constructive 

Most of the 
reflections 
illustrate the ability 
to effectively 
critique work and 
provide 
suggestions for 
constructive 

All reflections illustrate 
the ability to effectively 
critique work and 
provide suggestions 
for constructive 
practical alternatives. 



practical 
alternatives. 

practical 
alternatives. 

practical 
alternatives. 

Navigation The navigation 
links are confusing, 
and it is difficult to 
locate artifacts and 
move to related 
pages or a different 
section. There are 
significant 
problems with 
pages connecting 
to preceding pages 
or the navigation 
menu. Many of the 
external links do 
not connect to the 
appropriate website 
or file. 

The navigation 
links are 
somewhat 
confusing, and it 
is often unclear 
how to locate an 
artifact or move to 
related pages or 
a different 
section. Some of 
the pages 
connect to the 
navigation menu, 
but in other 
places the links 
do not connect to 
preceding pages 
or to the 
navigation menu. 
Some of the 
external links do 
not connect to the 
appropriate 
website or file. 

The navigation 
links generally 
function well, but it 
is not always clear 
how to locate an 
artifact or move to 
related pages or 
different section. 
Most of the pages 
connect to the 
navigation menu. 
Most of the 
external links 
connect to the 
appropriate 
website or file. 

The navigation links 
are intuitive. The 
various parts of the 
portfolio are labeled, 
clearly organized and 
allow the reader to 
easily locate an 
artifact and move to 
related pages or a 
different section. All 
pages connect to the 
navigation menu, and 
all external links 
connect to the 
appropriate website or 
file. 

  

Usability and 
Accessibility: 
Text Elements, 
Layout, and 
Color 

The eportfolio is 
difficult to read due 
to inappropriate 
use of fonts, type 
size for headings, 
sub-headings and 
text and font styles 
(italic, bold, 
underline). 

The portfolio is 
often difficult to 
read due to 
inappropriate use 
of fonts and type 
size for headings, 
sub-headings, 
text or long 
paragraphs. 

The eportfolio is 
generally easy to 
read. Fonts and 
type size vary 
appropriately for 
headings, sub-
headings and text. 

The eportfolio is easy 
to read. Fonts and 
type size vary 
appropriately for 
headings, sub-
headings and text. 

  

Lack of 
paragraphing 
impedes scanning 

Inconsistent use 
of font styles 
(italic, bold, 
underline) 
distracts the 
reader. 

In general, use of 
headings, sub-
headings and 
paragraphs 
promotes easy 
scanning. 

Use of headings, sub-
headings and 
paragraphs promotes 
easy scanning. 



Many formatting 
tools are under or 
over-utilized and 
decrease the 
reader accessibility 
to the content. 

Some formatting 
tools are under or 
over-utilized and 
decrease the 
readers' accessi-
bility to the 
content. 

Use of font styles 
(italic, bold, 
underline) is 
generally consis-
tent. 

Use of font styles 
(italic, bold, underline) 
is consistent and 
improves readability. 

Color of 
background, fonts, 
and links decrease 
the readability of 
the text, are 
distracting and 
used inconsistently 
throughout the 
eportfolio. 

Color of 
background, 
fonts, and links 
generally 
enhance the 
read-ability of the 
text, and are 
generally used 
consistently 
throughout the 
eportfolio. 

Color of 
background, fonts, 
and links generally 
enhance the read-
ability of the text, 
and are generally 
used consistently 
throughout the 
eportfolio. 

Color of background, 
fonts, and links 
enhance the 
readability and 
aesthetic quality, and 
are used consistently 
throughout the 
eportfolio. 

Writing 
Conventions 

There are more 
than six errors in 
grammar, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling requiring 
major editing and 
revision. 

There are four or 
more errors in 
grammar, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling requiring 
editing and 
revision. 

There are a few 
errors in grammar, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. These 
require minor 
editing and 
revision. 

There are no errors in 
grammar, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 

  

TOTAL  100 
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	Consider using a recent example from your clinical practice which illustrates your views.

