
CJS 257: FOUNDATIONS IN JUSTICE STUDIES 

INSTRUCTOR 
Dr. Toniqua C. Mikell 

PHONE 
408-999-8624 

EMAIL 
tmikell@umassd.edu 

OFFICE 
LARTS 399C 

OFFICE HOURS 
TuTh 11-12; Wed 1-3 

Or by appointment 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
Foundations in Justice Studies provides a broad investigation into the various 

constructs of justice across a variety of contexts.  The aim of this course is to develop 

historical, structural, social, and ethical analyses of justice applicable to contemporary 

social issues, institutional case studies, and social processes.  Theoretical treatments 

are considered alongside, or in tension with, assessments of practice, with the 

contradictions between these two serving as a primary scene for critical thought. This 

course considers the ways that society has created different kinds of justice and how 

practices and standards of justice have been used for social control. By developing 

ideas about how contemporary kinds of justice constitute an evolution, rather than an 

abolition, of chattel slavery, the Jim Crow era, and mass incarceration, the course 

challenges students to analyze the historical roots of contemporary forms of racial 

profiling, vigilantism, and state control. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
By the end of this course, students should be able to: 

• Evaluate historical changes in the meanings and practices of justice. 

• Investigate the power relationships between individuals and institutions during 

struggles over the meanings of justice. 

• Critically examine the ways justice is subverted through forces of racism, sexism, 

heterosexism, and classism. 

• Synthesize course material verbally, in essays, and through online discussion. 

• Exercise independent, creative, and critical thinking in crafting high-level 

argumentative essays. 

• Analyze justice and society comparatively, and consider alternative forms of justice. 

Intermediate Writing Course Learning Outcomes: 

• Students will read with comprehension and critically interpret and evaluate written 

work in discipline-specific contexts. 

• Students will demonstrate rhetorically effective, discipline-specific writing for 

appropriate audiences. 

• Students will demonstrate the use of discipline-specific control of language, modes 

of development, and formal conventions. 

• Demonstrate intermediate information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, 

integrating, and documenting information gathered from multiple sources into 

discipline-specific writing. 

 



COURSE MATERIALS 
Most reading materials will be openly accessible or open via library resources. 

Additional materials may be posted to My Courses. 

RESOURCES 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY Don't get caught slippin'! Make sure you know the University's 

and my policy on plagiarism, cheating, and other academic dishonesty. I will report any 

suspected violations. If you are unsure if something violates the academic integrity 

policy check the Student Handbook, get help through the tutoring centers, or come by 

my office hours.  

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES For students with documented learning, mental, 

physical, or other challenges, the University offers various resources and 

accommodations to foster an environment where all can succeed. If this applies to you, 

make sure you have gone through the appropriate channels with the Center for Access 

and Success. Also, follow up with me to discuss how we can work together towards 

your academic success.  

MENTAL HEALTH MATTERS Do not underestimate the power of keeping your mental 

health in order. I highly encourage everyone to go to counseling, whether you think 

you "need" it or not. Make your mental health a priority! Please take advantage of the 

Counseling Center  on campus. Also, let me know how I can serve as an ally and 

resource to you if you need support.  

TUTORING CENTERS The University offers numerous resources to students to help you 

succeed in your classes. While your academic success is ultimately your responsibility, 

you don't have to do it by yourself. Tutoring Centers available on campus provide free 

academic assistance to students. Don't wait until it's too late in the semester to get 

help where you need it. IT IS FREE! 

GRADING SCALE – PROFESSORS DON’T GIVE GRADES, STUDENTS EARN THEM. 

Graded Assignments Letter Grade Points 

Short Response Essays [50] 

Reading/Film Reflections [50] 

Quizzes [50] 

Discussion Boards [50] 

Mid-Term Essay [100] 

PhotoVoice Final Project [100] 

A 360-400 

B+ 

B 

340-359 

320-339 

C+ 

C 

300-319 

280-299 

D+ 

D 

F 

279-260 

259-240 

Below 240 

 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/
https://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/counseling/
https://www.umassd.edu/nfi/teaching-and-advising/tutoring-centers/

