
 page 1 of 3 

  
 

CJS 258 & BLS 258: A HISTORY OF CRIMINOLOGY                                    Fall  2020.                                                                       
 

Department of Crime and Justice Studies 
Cross-listed with Black Studies 

 
Professor V. Saleh-Hanna (vhanna@umassd.edu) 

 
Course Schedule:  BLS/CJS 258-7101: October 26, 2020 – December 15, 2020 
 Fully online. Course Schedule available in mycourses. 
 

 
  course description                                     ..          . 

prerequisites: CJS 190 & CJS 205 
 

The history of criminology through a study of the theorists who comprise the field’s three 
dominant schools of thought: classical criminology, positivist criminology and critical 
criminology. Students will be introduced to critiques of each paradigm through an 
emergent fourth school of thought: anti-colonial criminology. The historical and political 
contexts of each theory and theorist will be emphasized to highlight the impact criminology 
has on policy, society and human relations. 
 
  how to study a history of criminology                       . 
 
For each School of Thought or Paradigm we study the unspoken and underpinning 
assumptions. You will have an 8 point assessment for each school of thought to help 
you map each paradigm’s assumptions on: 
 

o human nature and human behavior 
o nature of society, social organization and social control 
o definitions of crime and images of ‘the criminal’ and dangerousness these create  
o the role of European colonial ‘legal’ systems of power and these shape our 

expectations of and relationships with justice 
o each theory and school of thought’s direct policy implications, social impacts and 

life/death circumstances within specific political contexts and across broad human 
populations 

 
Each school of thought has many theories within. We will highlight how the underlying 
assumptions listed above are constant for all theories within each paradigm, even when 
these theories appear to have little in common: you will learn that even if their focal 
points vary, the underlying assumptions place them within the same school of thought. 
 
For each specific criminological theory within each paradigm we study:  

o who wrote the theory: what part of the world they lived in and when 
o what were they advocating for (policies, institutions, reforms, politics etc.) 
o what social and political forces propelled this theory into the textbook you are 

reading now? In other words, what happened to allow these ideas to gain power 
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 course content, learning & assessment                     . 
 
Criminology’s Life and Death Trajectories: 
 

First we study Classical Criminology through which the penal code and its institutions 
were conceived and implemented. Key theorists, times and locations and institutions: 
Bentham and Beccaria, in the 1700s, at the height Western Europe’s imperialist wars, 
colonial land occupations and chattel slavery. 
 
Second we study Positivist Criminology through which biological and sociological 
determinism were established. Key theorists, times, locations and institutions: 
Lombroso and Durkheim in Western Europe in the 1800s and early 1900s; Parks and 
Burgess, Cohen, Merton, Sutherland and other American Criminologists in the 1920s 
and continuing into the present. Main institutions and historic events: structural 
relationships between chattel slavery, the industrial revolutions (here and in Western 
Europe), the rise of white supremacy and apartheid (jim crow in the United States).  
 
Third we study Critical Criminology through which conflict theories, gender based 
theories and cultural criminology were established. This includes theories and 
research written by Bonger in the 1800s, Chambliss in the 1900s, and Becker, Adler 
and Quinney in the 1970s and 80s.  Main institutions and historic events: rise of 
Marxism in Europe and its occupied colonies around the world, anti-war and civil rights 
organizing in the United States and around the world. The rise of the war on drugs in 
and the onset of mass imprisonment and growth of the police state in North America. 
 
At the start and in the end we study emergent critiques and assessments. Aimé 
Césaire’s Discourse on Colonialism provides background for understanding: counter-
colonial criminology by B. Agozino, visual criminology by M. Brown & J. Schept, penal 
abolitionism by S. M. Ware, J. Piche & V. Chartrand, and Black feminist hauntology by 
V. Saleh-Hanna. All were published and are gaining momentum in this century by 
scholars in North America, West Africa and the Caribbean.  

 
This portion of student learning will be achieved through assigned readings and 
documentaries/films, classroom lectures and discussions. Learning will be assessed 
through quizzes, a mid-term examination and a final examination. 

 
Crime Media Analyst Training and Skills Building: 
 

In order to highlight the strong relationships that exist between criminological theories 
and popular culture you will watch popular crime televisions shows or films and work 
to locate the portions of the story lines and representations that are based upon, (at 
times verbatim repetitions of) criminology’s theories. These media representations of 
crime and punishment will help you understand how criminological theory has shaped 
public approaches and opinions on crime and justice dominant in society today.  

 
This portion of student learning will be achieved through lectures and classroom 
exercises that include a step by step process of media analysis. Learning will be 
assessed through student group projects and presentations in which you will provide 
and analyze media clips related to each school of thought studied this term. 
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 learning objectives                  .  

 
o Contextualize & understand the rise of criminology’s 3 dominant schools of 

thought/paradigms: classical, positivist and critical criminology 
o Contextualize & understand anti-colonial critiques of each: anti-colonial criminology 
o Contextualize & learn new and emerging theories and schools of thought 
o Understand & contextualize popular theories on and definitions of crime 
o Locate criminology’s power & the impact of crim theories on policy 
o Locate society’s context & the impact of world consequences on theory 
o Locate your own assumptions on crime: where these come from; how they shape 

your perceptions and expectations of human nature, society, crime, law & justice 
o Identify theories on crime when they are used in news & entertainment media 

 
 
 grading criteria                  .   

 
quizzes on films & readings  25% 
midterm examination 25% 
Media presentation (crime media analysis) 20% 
final examination 30% 

 
 
 required course materials               . . 
 

o Césaire, Aimé (1950). Discourse on Colonialism, translated by Joan Pinkham 
(1955). New York, NY: Monthly Review Press. With Introduction, “A Poetics 
of Anticolonialism” by R.D.G. Kelley (2000) – open access available online 
with links in the course website 

 
o Williams, Frank P. and McShane, Marilyn D. (2018). Criminology Theory, Seventh 

Edition. New York, NY: Pearson. 
 

o Additional required readings and course materials will be posted on mycourses. 
These include:  

 
o academic journals that cite & assess the original works of theorists studied 
o documentaries that provide history and context of significant times in the 

life and afterlives of criminology 


