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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 
The topic of this course is Intimate Personal Violence.  The focus is more 
specific than what is commonly referred to as "domestic violence."  Domestic 

violence includes all aspects of violence that occurs between family and some 
friends.  This could include child abuse, elder abuse, and abuse of a parent by 
a child.  Intimate violence refers only to violence between intimate partners.   

 
The nature of violence that women experience is often different than ordinary 

violence. Women's lives are often constructed around the fear of stranger 
violence, yet they most often experience violence at the hands of family, 

friends and acquaintances. Most often, in intimate relationships, women are 
the recipients of the violence.    
 

We will explore both the fear and the reality of violence against women.  We 
will examine mutually violent relationships to understand how the dynamics 

differ.  And we will look at the changing response society has had to such 
violence, and whether or not it is constructive.  Much has been made of this 
issue in the media in recent years.  Part of our task will be distinguishing myth 

from reality. 

 
 
REQUIRED READINGS: 

 
Goodmark, Leigh, Decriminalizing Domestic Violence, University of California  

Press, 2018. 
Johnson, Michael, A Typology of Domestic Violence, Northeastern University  
 Press, 2008. 

Quinlan, Anna, Black and Blue, Random House, 1998. 
 

Richie, Beth E., Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America's  
 Prison Nation, NYU Press, 2012. 
 

 
Additional readings may be available via the website. 

 

 



COURSE GOALS: 
 
* Learn about Intimate Personal Violence (IPV), the theories on 
causation, and the impact IPV has on individuals and on society. 

* Develop an analysis of the manner in which different theories suggest 
responses, and access the efficacy of those responses.  

* Build an online learning community that offers a safe space for 
learners to explore new ideas and perspectives about IPV.  

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

  

Participation (30%) 
 
Includes making at least ten substantive posts per week in a discussion 
forum.  Substantive means that your comments create new space for more 

discussion by introducing new questions and ideas. It does not include "I 
agree!" or "Good post!" although these comments are welcome if you are 

moved to make them.  Your timely and reflective post will be included in your 
participation grade. 
 

Journals (30%) 

 
Each student will keep a reading/reflective journal organized primarily around 
the readings, but which may also reference class discussions, current events, 

and your own reading and experiences.  The purposes of the journal are to 
help you organize your thoughts for class participation and record your 

intellectual and personal development over the semester.  
  
Journal entries should include: 1) an abstract or summary of the ideas and 

arguments made by the author(s), 2) intellectual analysis of the ideas or 
arguments, and 3) questions about, or critique of, those ideas and 4) 

personal reactions regarding issues raised in the readings.  It might help you 
in preparing your journal entries to imagine you a weaving a story.  Integrate 
the information, ideas and reactions, rather than simply reporting them.    

 
Each entry will be approximately 1200 words per week.  Journals will be 

collected twice during the semester. Don't procrastinate!  It's best to write at 
least a summary of readings immediately after completing it. 
 

Other Assignments (40%) 

  
There will be four written assignments (10% each) during the semester. 

  
 


