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Course Description 
 

HST/WGS 270 makes use of the categories of gender, race, and nation as vital analytical tools to 
analyze the historical processes that framed the lives of women in Latin America. The course is 
arranged chronologically: It revisits Latin-American history from European contact and colonial 
rule to independence and its integration into the world economy in the nineteenth century – 
important themes to understand the development of industry and agriculture in the twentieth-
century. Students critically assess primary and secondary documents related to the literature 
(especially female biographies) and histories of the region. HST/WGS 270 meets the concentration-
specific learning goals of Cross-Cultural Inquiry, and Arts and Letters Literacy/Global. 
 

HST & WGS Course Objectives 
 

• Understand the way historians frame their questions and how they answer them 

• Recognize causal, contextual, & contingent situations as well as continuity and change over time 

• Comprehend the difference between primary & secondary sources within historical perspectives 

• Demonstrate command of basic research skills through hypermedia exercises 

• Practice chronological thinking skills 

• Critically assess the way people envisaged their worlds in specific moments in the past 

• Explore social constructions of gender as a basic historical concept  

• Examine ways gender intersects with other forms of identity such as class, race, and ethnicity 

• Identify how specific ideas of gender, sex, and sexuality intersect in our understanding of particular 
historical moments 

 

Four Requird Books 
 

1. Cheryl E. Martin & Mark Wasserman. 2005. Latin America and Its People. Pearson/Longman [ISBN 
0321061632] 

2. Miguel Leon-Portilla. 1992. Broken Spears Beacon Press [ISBN 0807055018] 
3. Bushnell, David. 2004. Simón Bolívar. Pearson Education. [ISBN 0321156676] 
4. Rampolla, Mary Lynn. A Pocket Guide to Writing History. NY: Bedford/ St Martin’s 2017. ISBN 

9780312610418 
 

Course Requirements 
 

This is a fully online courses and students will be evaluated on the basis of preparation, contribution to the 
discussions, respect, and attentiveness to the other students and the instructor. Grades will be based on 
weekly discussion-board forums (30) and response-paper assignments (30), reports (20), and final exam 
(20). There will be NO make-ups for examinations. Plagiarized writing (Turnitin) assignments are failed 
assignments, and students found cheating will receive a failing grade. Please check our school’s policy on 
academic dishonesty in the UMassD Student Handbook. 
 

Instructor’s Online Response Time 
 

 I check my e-mail daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply 
from me within 24 hours during the workweek. You “may” get an email reply during the weekend, but that 
would be an exception not the rule. 

mailto:cmehrtens@umassd.edu
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/


 I will also check the discussion forum daily during the workweek. I will be posting often. Rest assured 
however, I will be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will always reply to any 
discussion comment directed specifically at me. 

 Please use the course message tool when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the 
question you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit form the answer, 
post the question in the appropriate general discussion-board forum.  

 

Discussion-Board & Virtual Exchange Etiquette Guidelines 
 

 You will be directed to different discussion forums within the Lessons. It is essential that you participate in 
these group discussions, as they constitute 30 percent of your grade. This is an important aspect of online 
courses. You will be able to express your own views on each topic as well as respond to comments made 
by your classmates. I believe you will find this a good way to connect with each other and get to know how 
others may view the subject areas. 

 Please note that although I will be participating in the discussions with you, my comments will be limited. I 
do not want to influence your responses. I want you to convey your own ideas, and not what you think I 
want to hear. 

 Discussions will be graded based on content and timeliness. For each weekly discussion, you must post 
a comment/response within 48 hours.  You must respond to at least one post. In order for the discussion 
boards to be effective, you should post early and often. Responses, which simply agree with another 
student comments, will not be graded. Of course, you may agree with others as long as you express your 
reasons for agreeing or your own interpretation of the subject matter. 

 

Assignments & Grading Policies 
 

 Each student will be required to participate in weekly discussion-board forums (DBs) and open-book quizzes 
(RPs) as well as write 2 Book Reports (the highest paper grade will prevail). 

 Students should save copies of all assignments they post to the course site, including discussion postings. 

 
FIVE (5 out of 6) Weekly Short Response Papers RP articles and illustrations (30)  

Each student will write Responses Papers on written and visual primary sources related to the different parts of 
the course. All RPs are due on Saturdays. 

SIX (6 out of 8) Weekly Discussion Board DB Overviews (30) 
Discussion Board will determine “class” participation and attendance. Each of you will be responsible for providing an 
overview of this activity: What does this assignment entail? From all different primary-sources you read you should 
raise the most unexpected/ intriguing issue related to the new one. Due dates are always provided in the 
assignment. 

TWO (2 out of 3) 500-word Book/Article Reports R (20) 
There are three reports based on your required reading. Each report is a (at least) 500-word 2-paragraph paper 
about specific topics covered in the different parts of the course. You will consider the author’s thesis (argument), 
method, and main themes & support points. It is NOT an analysis or opinion thereof; i.e. it is NOT a review. Reports 
are due on Mondays and late reports will NOT be accepted. Each Report will present instructions. Students must 
hand in at least two reports from the three offered assignments and the highest grade will prevail. 

ONE (1) Exam E (20) 
There is only one required exam at the end of the course. The exam is divided into two parts.  

 

Class Participation, Late Assignments, Incomplete Policy, & Other Important Information 
 

• This class depends upon online discussion-board conversations (threads). It is considered group work and each 
one of you are required to post & reply at least three times per discussion. Students must refine the subject line, 
quote from the textbook, and add an image. We are doing at least one discussion activity per week. You really 
need to make sure you participate in all Discussion-Board assignment as they are our online classroom. 

• No late assignments (response papers and reports) accepted.  Late discussion postings are not possible as the 
assignment is automatically locked after a week and they are considered group work.  

• According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the 
instructor’s discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. 
If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an 
F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an 
exceptional circumstance must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need 
to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

• For a more effective course and a better understanding of what is expected of all students in this class please 
consult the UMassD Student Handbook (e.g., Information on Incompletes, Student Behavior, Student Academic 
Integrity, Definition of Credit Hour, Course Withdrawal, Grade Appeal, Attendance Policy, Academic Calendar, 
and Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment)  

• Technical Help: Students can access 24/7 support (Student IT Service Center or call 508 999 8884 or 
mycourseshelp@umassd.edu) 

• Policies Regarding Disabilities, please check the Center for Access & Success  

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Grades_and_Grading_System
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https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintaining-aid/withdrawal-policy/
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Student_Enrollment_Status
https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/title-ix-and-sexual-assaultharassment/
https://embanet.frontlinesvc.com/app/home/p/2146
https://embanet.frontlinesvc.com/app/home/p/2146
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Seven-Week Schedule and Reading Assignments (May be subjected to changes) 
 

Part I Ancient America, Encounter & Conquest  
 

W1/2.  (Oct. 26 to Nov. 8) 
*****Start reading Leon-Portillas’ Broken Spears (based on primary sources): Due Sunday Nov. 8  
Martin & Wasserman (M&W) is our secondary source together with pdf files in our site 
Primary Sources (different pdf and illustrations added to our site) 
Maps to consult: Contemporary Latin America + Mesoamerica (Pre-Colombian Civilizations) 

 
(M) Oct 26 Course Introduction  
 Discussion Board (DB) Introduction 
The Eve of Encounter: American Civilizations & Hispanic Background (Iberian Civ.) 
(T) Oct 27 Pre-Colombian Civilizations/ Ancient America to America on the Eve of Encounter 

Required Reading (RR): Martin & Wasserman (M&W) Introductory material to p.58 
Documentary: 500 Nations: Palenque  
Response Paper 1 (RP)1: Women in Early Mesoamerican Societies – Due (S) Oct. 31 
DB 1: Mayan Palenque – Graded by (S) Nov. 1 

(M) Nov 2 Hispanic Background – Iberian Civilizations 
 RR: M&W 58-67, L&M 20-39;  

Suggested Documentary: Columbus (1992) 
 (T) Nov 3 Conquest ● RR: M&W 68-85;  

Possible Documentaries: 500 Nations & the Aztecs +Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, & Steel & the Incas 
 RP2: Views on Mesoamerican and Andean Women – Due (S) Nov. 7 
 DB2: Andean & Mesoamerican Women – Graded by (S) Nov. 8 
 (S) Nov. 8 *REPORT 1 Conquest (Portilla’s Broken Spears) 
 

Part II: Colonial Life/Rule: Spanish & Portuguese America 
 

W3/4. (Nov. 9 to Nov. 22)  
(M) Nov. 9 Colonial Latin America 

*Movies: The Mission and Herzog’s Aguirre 
RP3: Tribute in Aztec America & Viceroyalty of Peru – Due (S) Nov. 14 
DB3: Tribute & Encomienda in the Viceroyalty of New Spain – Graded by (S) Nov. 15 

(M) Nov. 16 Colonial Economy & Religion –  
Race & Class in Colonial Latin America RR: M&W 104-138 
Documentary: The Age of Gold (My Courses) 
RP4: Baroque Church – Due (S) Nov. 21 
DB4: Portuguese America: Sugar & Gold – Graded by (S) Nov. 22   

(S) Nov. 22 REPORT 2 Due: The Atlantic Slave Trade & Colonial Latin America 
 

Part III: Nineteenth-Century Independence & the Four Scenarios 
 

W5-7. (Nov. 23 to Dec. 14)  
(M) Nov. 23 Late Eighteenth-Century Latin America: The Bourbon Reforms ● RR: M&W 203-235 

RP5: Legally White & Male – Due (S) Nov. 28 
DB5: Bourbon Reforms: Tobacco & Textile Factories – Graded by (S) Nov. 29 

(M) Nov. 30 Nineteenth-Century Independence ● RR: M&W 236-261 
 Documentary: The Age of Freedom 

RP6: Simón Bolivar – Due (S) Dec. 5 
 DB6: Simón Bolívar & Manuela Sáenz – Graded by (S) Dec. 6 
 DB Conclusion – Graded by (S) Dec. 13 
(M) Dec. 7 Report 3 Due:  Bolivar 
(M) Dec. 14 Final Exam Due 

Enjoy the Holidays! 
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