
  

WGS 201-7101 

Introduction to Feminist 
Theory 

  

Second 7-Week Session, Fall 2020 

 Dates: October 26th-December 15th 
 

E-mail: earruda1@umassd.edu Instructor: Elisabeth Arruda 

Google Voice Number: (415) 748-5734 

Office Hours: online 

  
  
Course Description  

  
This course is 100 % online. 

Overview of the different frameworks within feminist theory: cultural feminism, liberal 
feminism, Marxist/socialist feminism, radical feminism, womanist feminism/multicultural, 
French feminism, third wave, and lesbian. These theories will be examined through the work of 
founders of feminist theory like Adrienne Rich, Simone de Beauvoir, Robin Morgan, Charlotte 
Bunch, Audre Lorde, and Betty Friedan, among others.  

This course counts toward the Social Science Distribution Requirement for the College of Arts 
and Sciences. 

This course fulfills the University Studies Intermediate Writing Requirement for WGS majors. 

3 credits. 

Required Text: 

All readings are available on the course website. Required Text:  

Learning Outcomes 

  

mailto:sohara@umassd.edu


WGS Core Learning Outcome: After completing this course, students should be able to explain 
feminist theories and apply them in critiquing and transforming their world. 
  
University Studies Intermediate Writing Learning Outcomes 
  
After completing this course, students should be able to: 

1. Read with comprehension and critically interpret and evaluate written work in 
discipline-specific contexts. 

2. Demonstrate rhetorically effective, discipline-specific writing for appropriate 
audiences. 

3. Demonstrate, at an advanced level of competence, use of discipline-specific control 
of language, modes of development and formal conventions. 

4. Demonstrate intermediate information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, 
integrating and documenting information gathered from multiple sources into 
discipline-specific writing. 

  
Communication 

• General questions 

o If a question you have is of a nature that even one other person in the course 
could benefit from the answer, post the question in the “Ask Questions Here” 
board, located under the Student Resources heading on the left-hand side of the 
course site. 

o If you see a new post in the Ask Questions Here discussion board, look and see if 
you can help a classmate! 

• Email 

o I will check my email and reply as necessary daily Monday through Friday 
during normal business hours only (9-5).  

o You can expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the work 
week.  

o You may get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an 
exception, not the rule.  
 
 

• Assignments: I do not email students after they submit an assignment. Nor do I email 
you if you have not turned an assignment in on time. 
 
 

• Discussion boards: I will also check the discussion boards daily during the work week 

Time Considerations 

• Be prepared to spend a minimum of 4 hours a day on reading and on course 
assignments. The readings are challenging in content, but rewarding.  



• Please remember that in a traditional face-to-face course you would be coming to 
class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of 
class on assignments and reading.  

• In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending 
those 3 “class hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would 
usually get in a live lecture.  Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 

• Because this is a condensed schedule, you will be expected to complete tasks for this class 
every day that the class is scheduled. Along the left-hand side of the course site, you will see 
the classes numbered sequentially; they should be completed in order.  

• It’s important in online classes, particularly in the abbreviated timeframe of the 7-week 
session, to stay on top of discussion postings and assignments. Print out the course 
schedule out and keep it next to your computer. I cannot stress enough that we are 
completing a 15-week class in 7 weeks. So we move very quickly, and you need to stay on 

top of deadlines. Required Text:  

The Online Environment  
  
Substantive participation in discussion boards should: 

 
• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or 

answering yes or no to your peers’ comments.  
• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator.  
• Ask insightful questions.  
• Answer other people’s questions.  
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible.  
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives. 
 
Ideas for substantive participation include: 

 
• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other 

participants’ experiences that are related to the course.  
• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the 

course.  
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a 

different perspective on an idea that is being discussed.  
• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the unit. If you need 

more information, ask the participants a question about the unit’s reading.  
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for 

feedback.  
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding 

the course to your personal and professional life.    



• Share another resource such links to websites, books, etc. that you have used to 
answer other participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the course. 

Eyestrain 
  
Keep the 20-20-20 “rule” in mind to reduce eyestrain. Every 20 minutes, look away from the 
computer screen at something 20 feet away, for about 20 seconds. It does not have to be 
exactly 20 feet—just look in the distance, at something across the street, for example. It takes 
about 20 seconds for the eye to relax completely. Set a timer so you know when your 20 
minutes are up. 
  
Sources: http://news.mit.edu/2013/a-clear-eyed-look-at-computer-vision-syndrome 
 

 
Stretch! Here are some links to webpages with stretches recommended for those who find 
themselves sitting for long periods of time due to their work. 
  
https://ehs.ucsc.edu/programs/ergo/stretch.html 
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/multimedia/stretching/sls-
20076525 

  
Grading Scale and Assignments  
  
Grading Scale 
  
A+ 98-100%               A 97-93 %                  A- 90-92 %                  
B+ 87-89 %                B 83-86 %                   B- 80-82 %                  
C+ 77-79 %                C 73-76 %                  C- 70-72 %                  
D+ 67-69 %               D 63-66 %                  D- 60-62 %                 F      0-59 % 
  
Assignments 
  
Introductory discussion board                                    5% 
Quiz on Writing in the Discipline                              5% 
Writing Assignment #1                                              10% 
Writing Assignment #2                                              20% 
6 discussion boards and responses, 10% each            60% 
  
Course Policies  
  
Academic Integrity  
  
I expect every student in this class to understand the necessity of citing your sources in all 
academic work in order to avoid plagiarism. For a thorough explanation of how to avoid 

http://news.mit.edu/2013/a-clear-eyed-look-at-computer-vision-syndrome
https://ehs.ucsc.edu/programs/ergo/stretch.html
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/multimedia/stretching/sls-20076525
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/multimedia/stretching/sls-20076525


plagiarism, 
see https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/using_research/avoiding_plagiarism/is
_it_plagiarism.html/ 
  
The first time that a student is found cheating or plagiarizing on an assignment of any kind, they 
will receive an F for that assignment. I will also notify the WGS department chair and the 
student’s academic advisor. The second time that a student is found cheating or plagiarizing, 
they will receive an F for the course, the matter will be referred to the UMass Dartmouth 
Student Judiciary.  
  
I subscribe to the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy, available online 
at: http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedu
res 
  
Disabilities 
  
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success, http://www.umassd.edu/dss (phone: 
508.999.8711).  
  
Incompletes 
  
According to the university catalog, a grade of I (incomplete) may be given only in exceptional 
circumstances, at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing the course at the 
time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one 
year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I).  
  
The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the coursework must be already 
completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e., a medical issue) must exist. If you judge that 
you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your 
reasons for the incomplete. We can then decide on a course of action. 
  
Late Work 
  
Assignments turned in later than 48 hours are not accepted. For each 24-hour period, the 
assignment loses 5 points for lateness. Late discussion postings penalties are explained in the 
discussion board grading rubric. Of course, if there is a documented medical or family 
emergency, you should contact the instructor to discuss the assignment and deadline. 
 

 
Resources 

  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/930/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/930/01/
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures
http://www.umassd.edu/dss


Post a message on the “Ask Questions Here” discussion board – be sure to use your classmates 
for troubleshooting and problem solving, and to help classmates in your turn 
  
Email me or make an appointment to call me. 
  
Academic Resource Center: 508.999.8709; Hours: open weekdays until early evening 
  
Writing & Reading Center: 508-999-8710; M-Th 9-7; F 9-5 

 
• Online tutoring is available seven days a week. Submit your paper for feedback and 

allow 48 hours for a reply. You can log in using your UMD username & password at  e-
tutoring.org   

Technical Support              
 

 
http://www.umassd.edu/cits/servicecenters/students 
phone: 508.999.8040 
email: corsairtech@umassd.edu 
Hours of Operation: Monday to Thursday, 10 am to 9 pm; Friday, 10 am to 5 pm 
  
Schedule  

  
Section 1: Introduction; Introduction to Theory. Monday 10/26—Sunday 11/1 
Tuesday Oct 27, 11:59 p.m. EST – Intro Discussion Board (DB) due 
Weds Oct 28   11:59 p.m. EST – Responses to Intro DB due 
Saturday Oct 31  11:59 p.m. EST – DB 1 due  
Sun Nov 1   11:59 p.m. EST – Responses to DB1 due 
  
Section 2: Writing. Monday 11/02—Wednesday 11/04 
 
Mon Nov 2    11:59 p.m. EST – Quiz on Writing in the Discipline due 
Weds Nov 4    11:59 p.m. EST – Writing Assignment #1 due 
  
Section 3: Liberal/Radical Feminism. Thursday 11/05-Sunday 11/8; Tuesday 11/10 
Sun Nov 10 11:59 p.m. EST – DB 2, Prompts A & B, due 
Sat Nov 12 11:59 p.m. EST – DB 2, Prompt C, due 
 

Note: Wednesday, November 11, 2020 Veterans Day Holiday - no classes 
  
Section 4: Intersectionality. Wednesday 11/13—Sunday 11/17 
Sun Nov 17 11:59 p.m. EST – DB 3 due 
  

http://www.etutoring.org/
http://www.etutoring.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/cits/servicecenters/students
mailto:corsairtech@umassd.edu


Section 5: Standpoint Theory. Monday 11/18- Sunday 11/24 
Mon Nov 18 11:59 p.m. EST – Responses to DB 3 due 
Sun Nov 24 11:59 p.m. EST – DB 4 due 
 
Section 6: Queer Theory. Wednesday 11/25-11/26; 12/1-12/3 
Mon Nov 25 11:59 p.m. EST – Responses to DB 4 due  
Tues Dec 3 11:59 p.m. EST –  DB 5 due 
  
Section 7: Decolonizing the Americas. Thursday 12/4— Sunday 12/8 
Wed Dec 4 11:59 p.m. EST –  Responses to DB 5 due 
Sun Dec 8 11:59 p.m. EST – DB 6 due 
  
Section 8: Decolonizing the Global South. Monday 12/7—Thursday 12/10; Tuesday 12/15 
Sunday Dec 9 11:59 p.m. EST - Responses to DB 6 due  
Tues Dec 17 11:59 p.m. EST - Writing Assignment # 2 due. Topic: Decolonizing the Global South 
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