
ENL/WGS 348: American Women Playwrights 
Online Intersession Course (December 2020-January 2021) 

Prof. Shari Evans 
From Wit by Margaret Edson: 

Vivian: I should have asked more questions, because I know there’s going to be a test 
  

Course Description 
Analysis, evaluation, comparison, and appreciation of plays by 20th- century American women 
playwrights and insights into their themes and the images of women, which they create. 
  
We will spend the course time exploring the form, content, and voice employed by American women 
writing for the stage. This course is designed for you to develop an understanding of playwriting as a 
literary form and be able to analyze art form through various theoretical lenses. It should also expand 
your appreciation for the art of live theater. 
  
Note:  This course satisfies the college literature requirement for the BA degrees in the College of Arts & 
Sciences; a genre upper level course in the English Literature & Criticism major; an upper level literature 
course in the English Writing, Rhetoric & Communications major; a genre upper level course in the Liberal 
Arts English Literature & Criticism concentration; an upper level elective in the Arts & Sciences concentration 
for the Women’s & Gender studies major. 
  

Course Goals 
• to engage with the literature of the theater 
• to identify the key elements of various forms of drama 
• to develop an ability to analyze and evaluate drama 
• to develop insights into themes and images created by women for the stage 
• to apply a feminist perspective to the study of literature 
• to demonstrate the ability to write critically 
• to explore conventions and devices used in literature designed to be spoken 

  
Course Requirements 

• Read all the plays and other materials carefully before they come up for discussion. 
• Be prepared to exchange your ideas daily in online discussions about genre, style, period, 

theme, feminist perspectives, subject, structure, characters, language, dramatic impact, 
theatricality, etc. 

• Write a critical analysis of at least 3 of the plays studied during the semester. 
• Complete several short quizzes on the readings. 
• Meet deadlines. No late papers, quizzes, or discussion responses will be accepted. 

  
Course Texts 

 
Trifles, Susan Glaspell 
A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 
The Children’s Hour by Lillian Hellman 
Crimes of the Heart by Beth Henley 
Ruined by Lynn Nottage 
The Heidi Chronicles, Wendy Wasserstein 
You will also need to access the UMass Dartmouth library for research, all online, of course! 
http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices 
  

Course Communication 
Email (electronic mail):  The most important thing to keep in mind is that email is for personal and private 
issues. For example, let’s say you have to miss an assignment deadline because you had a family emergency. 

http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices


That information should be communicated to me via email, and we’ll work out the next step. All other 
comments and ideas should be directed to the Q&A discussion board for the benefit of the entire class.  For 
example, let’s say you can’t find an assignment sheet. That question should be sent to the discussion board 
because other people might be having trouble as well.  Then, I can post a response addressing the issue so 
everyone benefits.  Make sense? 
  
However, do remember that if email is the most comfortable way for you to communicate about a particular 
issue or question to me that you should do so. I check my course email in the morning and evening. I will 
respond within 24 hours during the week. On the weekends, I’ll respond within 48 hours. One warning:  I 
tend not to check my email after 7pm at night. So, if you email after that, you definitely won’t hear from me 
until the next day. 
  
Please check your course email inbox frequently. 
  
Discussion Boards:  This class depends a great deal upon the discussion board conversations (threads). 
Remember, as with the “chat” section, RESPECT is the key principle for discussions. When responding to 
other people’s points of view, courtesy and respect are required. There is no room in this class for verbal 
attacks, harassment, or intolerance of any kind. We can disagree with one another, but we need to do so 
respectfully. Violation of this principle will result in dismissal from the class. 

  
Reviewing the discussion: 
You need to review all the postings to the discussion board, and you need to respond to your 
classmates’ postings when directed. This participation creates the discussion and is part of your 
participation grade. You can always send personal emails if you don’t want your response to be read 
by the rest of the class, but don’t forget that I can’t see those emails. You’ll need to make another 
posting to cover your participation in the discussion.  
  
Posting Classmate Responses: 
Most discussion activities require responses to classmate postings. Keep in mind that responses to 
classmate postings should be at least one paragraph in length. An effective response also does more 
than say “good job!” or “great idea!” Your response needs to extend the conversation…what’s 
significant about the idea your classmate raised? Can you bring in a quote from one of our readings 
that draws out that idea further? Or can you make a connection to another idea raised by the 
readings? 

  
Announcements:  The course site has an announcement tool. I will use this tool to send out notes and 
updates as the semester goes along. I will respond to you individually about your DB posts as I grade them, 
but will use the Announcements tool to give the more information or commentary about the ideas we’re 
engaging. 
  
Written Assignments 
I prefer all assignments to be submitted as Microsoft Word Document attachments. Just about any word 
processing tool should allow you to save your document as a .doc or .docx. If you do not own Word, I will 
accept RTF file documents.  If you use Works, you need to follow these steps: 

1.  Write your document 
2.  Save your file as an RTF file (go to "file," select "save as," and under "save as type" select RTF). 
3.  Send the file to as an attachment.  
  

Please note: do NOT  attach a file document to a discussion board posting; instead, you will need to paste 
your text into the discussion board message so that the class can access your posting easily. 

 
Time Considerations 
This is a 3-week intersession course. That means we are covering one week of content per dayto complete a 
full semester of work (which sounds crazy every time I write it!). Students should be prepared to spend a 



minimum of 3 hours a day on reading and on course assignments. While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot 
of information to you on a daily basis, remember that in a traditional “live” course you would be coming to 
class for 3 hours each day and then spending an additional 6 hours (at least) outside of class on assignments 
and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class 
hours” on your own, engaging with the material from the course site, and working on the concepts that you 
would usually get in a live lecture. You will have a good bit of reading and writing to keep up with. 
Please be sure to budget your time accordingly!  
  
Readings: 
You are expected to complete all readings before responding to assignments and discussion board activities. 
Books are available at the library and I’ve included readings in the site as well. Take the time to locate the 
readings properly. Each unit will begin with a reminder about what we’re doing and what we’re reading. 
  

Course Evaluation 
 
Grades will be based upon the following scale:  A=93+; A-=90-92; B+=88-89; B=83-87; B-=80-82; 
C+=78-79; C=73-77; C-=70-72; D+=68-69; D=63-67; D-=60-62; below 60=F 
  
Late Policy: Online courses hold to the same requirements as a face-to-face class; thus, assignments (Critical 
Analysis Papers) that are turned in later than 48 hours are not accepted.  For each 24-hour period, the 
assignment loses 5 points for lateness. Late discussion postings penalties are explained in the 
discussion board grading rubric provided in our first lesson. Of course, if there is a documented medical or 
family emergency, you should contact me to discuss the assignment and deadline. 
  

Incomplete Policy 
 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the 
instructor’s discretion. The student must be passing the course at the time of the request or sufficiently close 
to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade 
will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already 
completed and an exceptional circumstance (e.g., a medical issue) must exist. If you believe that you need an 
incomplete, please e-mail me by at least 3 days prior to the completion of the course stating your reasons for 
requesting an incomplete and giving times when you will be available to communicate with me to discuss it. 
You are responsible for filling out and submitting the incomplete forms. 
  

Student Academic Integrity Policy 
 
Academic Integrity: The University has an Academic Integrity Policy that specifies our institutional 
expectations for honesty and integrity in the learning environment. The policy explains what counts as 
violations of academic integrity and the penalties associated with those violations. 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm 
  
For a thorough explanation of plagiarism, see: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html 
  
MLA Documentation:  With each of your written assignments, your quotations and works citied pages will 
be checked.  The focus of this course is on your individual analyses, close readings, and interpretations—so, 
please, don’t use online sources like SparkNotes, Schmoop, etc. “Errors” in citation will not be looked upon 
kindly and, in more serious cases, may result in disciplinary action.  Remember, with each assignment, you 
need to include a Works Cited page and follow proper MLA (Modern Language Association) documentation.  
  
Also, the MCC (the Multiliteracy and Communications Center) is available for you over wintersession, and you 
can seek guidance for writing and resource use there as well <https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-
communication-center/> 

http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm
/localhost/javascript/doWindowOpen('http/::owl.english.purdue.edu:handouts:print:research:r_plagiar.html','new_frame','width=600,height=420,menubar=1,toolbar=1,scrollbars=1,status=1,location=1,resizable=1',0)


  
Center for Access and Success 

 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to 
obtain equal access in this course, please talk communicate me at the beginning of the semester and provide 
the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. If you have a documented disability and 
require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact with the instructor at the 
beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/ 
  

Resources 
 
Tutoring 
If you are having difficulty with the class please: 

•  Post a message on the Question & Answer Board – be sure to ask your classmates for 
troubleshooting and problem solving help. 
•  Make an appointment to talk with me online or via phone. 
•  Use the eTutoring center for writing assistance:  http://www.etutoring.org  (use 
your UMass Dartmouth email user name and password to login) 

  
Technical Help 
If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is available to students. 
  
Claire T. Carney Library, lower level 508.999.8884 (x8884) or Email 
Sunday: 12:00pm-2am Monday thru Thursday: 7:30am-2am Friday: 7:30am-11pm Saturday: 9:30am-1pm 
Library Resource Page:  http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices 
  

Course Assignments 
  
Course Assignments 
You have the opportunity to earn 595 points in this class as follows: 
  
Reading Quizzes (9 for 5 points each = 45 points): There will be reading quizzes throughout the course 
using the MyCourses assessment tool. These quizzes are multiple choice and range from 5-10 questions at a 
time. The quizzes are to ensure you are reading the plays and each question is worth only 1 point each, so 
these are low stakes. The discussion activities are tied to the quizzes—the boards will not open until you 
complete the quizzes. Note: you have to complete each quiz in one setting. They are timed. 
  
Discussion Activities (2 for 5 points each = 10 points; 7 for 20 points each = 140 points): This class 
depends a great deal upon the discussion board conversations (threads). There will be discussion boards 
where you are expected to participate. Directions will be included with each board and they typically require 
you to post a response about the assigned readings, as well as respond to TWO classmate postings. 
  
Critical Analysis Discussion Postings (2 for 20 points each = 40 points): The purpose of this assignment 
is to encourage your engagement with the academic literature that deals with a playwright’s work. With each 
play, we will be reading 2-3 secondary sources – articles about the plays themselves that offer an analysis. 
Everyone is expected to read the secondary sources. However, there will also always be a few people 
responsible for each of the secondary readings. For your assigned readings, you will post to a discussion 
board a 4-5-paragraph response that answers the following question: 
  

• In what ways does the secondary source’s critical analysis increase your understanding of the 
playwright’s work? 

  

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/
mailto:itstudentcenter@umassd.edu
http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices


Make connections to the play for us. The connections should include quotes from the article and quotes from 
the play itself. The goal here is to build your skills reading secondary sources and considering how they 
expand your reading of a work. This should then inform how you use sources in the critical analysis papers 
for support. You will each do two of these assignments during the course. 
It’s essential that you review the board before writing and posting your response so that you are not simply 
repeating something that someone else has already said. 
  
Critical Analysis Papers (3 for 100 points each = 300 points): There will be three critical analysis papers 
of 750-1000 words each that analyze the plays we are reading. Full details for each assignment will be 
provided. In most cases, you will be expected to draw upon one of the secondary sources provided in the 
course site or find a source on your own through library research. 
  
Final Exam (50 points): For this assignment, you will identify key passages from the plays. Your responses 
should include the author, the title of the work, and two fully developed paragraphs explaining the passage's 
significance and its relationship to the larger work from which it was taken (e.g., What is the passage about or 
what does it suggest? What themes from the larger work are evident in the passage? How does the passage 
bring up or develop those themes?) Your answer must contain specific engagement with and analysis of each 
passage, and should not stray from the quoted passage. In other words, if you identify a passage from 
Hellman’s The Children’s Hour, do not provide a general discussion of all the themes or ideas one can find in 
Hellman’s text. Instead, use your response to analyze how the specific passage reflects particular themes and 
ideas from Hellman’s play. This assignment is designed to focus you on close reading.  
  
  
 

 


