
Ceramics AXD 332 –Large Scale- Face to Face and Online 

Spring 2021 

Tuesday/Thursday 3:30-6:15 Face to Face 

Rebecca Hutchinson - Professor 

Office Ph 508-910-6683 

Email: rhutchinson@umassd.edu 

Office hours – Tue /Thurs 2:30-3:30   

 

Course description 

This is a semester long advanced Large Scale handbuilding course. We will cover three individual LARGE SCALE 

units. We will work on building technically well, in one piece and in sections, using materials efficiently, exploring 

firing and non-firing options and personalizing surfaces by developing and making glazes if appropriate to the form. 

This class is an advanced course requiring rigorous studio development, investigative creativity and disciplined 

initiative in handbuilding methodologies.  

 

Course Objective 

This course’s objectives are to: improve advanced large scale handbuilding skills, including internal rib supports, 

external sling or buttressing supports, thickness and thinness issues, additives to clay to assist thickness, building in 

sections with stacking connection engineering, non-traditional techniques, mixed-media, subtractive approaches, 

large scale firing methods, and siting finished work- including Public Art and Installation, as well as to encourage 

development of individual content interests. There will be (3) projects assigned and due following the course layout 

and schedule.  

 

Course Outcome 

Three individually built large scale projects, maturing individual design and content. 

 

Course layout: 

Unit #1  Material and large scale building engineering.  

Unit #2  Large scale project using support systems.  

Unit #3  Working in sections and with multiples to achieve largeness. Stacking or Installation. 

 

Studio facilities for face to face students: 

As a face to face student, we will meet in Room 231 for the first 30 minutes for demos and material introductions.  

For the duration of the class time we will use the whole facility as needed; the Large Scale Junior Room, the Plaster 

Studio, Kiln Room, and Clay and Glaze Rooms.  You will be assigned a studio, table and floor space, for the 

duration of the semester. You are required, as an advanced student, to make your own clay and glazes, and fire your 

own work.  Grads will be helping you in loading and firing kilns and handling your building issues.  The use of the 

clay and kiln facilities is permitted once you have passed the studio equipment orientation exams.  

 

Online students are required to have their own studio facilities and materials, and watch weekly demo. 

Online students are required to have a 30 minute Skype tutorial each week. If you are absent or have a 

conflict during your scheduled skype meeting, videotape your homework and send through Dropbox.  

 

Attendance: 

Your class attendance and promptness are required.  Attendance will be taken at 3:30 each class day.  It is essential 

that you are dressed for the studio, have your clay made and ready to go on class days for the duration of the class.  

An additional five to eight hours weekly outside of class are required and essential for developing and completing 

studio work.  Plan on being present for kiln firing.  

 

Three absences are allowed. 

Four absences drops grade by one letter grade.   

Five absences drops grade by two letter grades. 

Seven constitutes failing grade for the course. 

Three tardies of 10 minutes late or leaving 10 minutes early equals one absence. 

 

 



Face to Face and Online Grading: 

You will receive three project grades and a participation grade.   

Unit #1   30% 

Unit #2   30%  

Unit #3   30% 

Participation grade 10% including: daily class readiness, daily clean up, weekly firing, monthly critiquing  

   100% 

 

*The committee system is a required activity for Face to Face Ceramics students.  You are required to give 15 

minutes weekly to your lab maintenance assignment, as well as one hour at mid-semester and one hour at the end of 

the semester.   

 

Critiques: 

Individual progress critiques will take place throughout the semester for both online and face to face students.  

Critique attendance is required.  Please be advised, finished work is required for final critiques. 

 

Text and required materials: 

The Large Scale Notebook is required.  

Other required tools include: 

Sketchbook for drawings 

Ceramics tools  

Respirator  

Two - 2’ x 2’ x ¾” plywood boards to build on  

Rolling dolly that supports 200 lbs. 

Plan to make a substantial amount of clay.  Reclaim is always free. 

 

Policy on Academic Honesty  

The university’s policy on academic honesty, including plagiarism, appears in both the graduate catalogue and the 

student handbook.  The following link to the policy will provide more detailed information: 

http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm   

 

Accommodation policy 

Accommodations for medical circumstances are granted following University Policies through the guidance of the 

Office of Students Affairs.   

Students seeking academic accommodations or adjustments must contact Office of Access and Success to request 

services.  In order to determine eligibility for an academic adjustment/auxiliary aid, the student must register. 
 

 


