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HST 401/521-7101 

Research Seminar:  America in the 1960s 

Spring 2021 Online Course 

Dr. Mark Santow 

msantow@umassd.edu 

Phone:  910-6419 

 

Books and other materials:  available at UMD bookstore 

John Lewis, Walking With the Wind 

Gordon Goldstein, Lessons in Disaster:  McGeorge Bundy and the Path to War in Vietnam 

Tim O’Brien, If I Die in a Combat Zone, Box Me Up and Ship Me Home 

David Parsons, Dangerous Grounds: Antiwar Coffeehouses & Military Dissent in the Vietnam Era 

Sara Evans, Personal Politics: the Roots Women’s Liberation in the Civil Rights Movement and 

 The New Left 

Michael Kramer, The Republic of Rock: Music and Citizenship in the 60s Counterculture 

 

Other short readings will be found on MyCourses. 

 

Course Description: 
This course will cover the major issues, ideas and historical controversies of the 1960’s, with a 

particular focus on social movements, the Vietnam War, and the role of music in popular culture 

and activism.   Since this is a seminar primarily for history majors and minors, the readings will 

be serious, and sometimes lengthy; they (and the course generally) assume a basic background 

knowledge of American history.  This class will also provide a hands-on introduction to research 

in primary sources, and acquaint you with the basic elements of historical research and writing.  

You will be introduced to various approaches to your research topic, as well as methods for 

selecting and interpreting both primary and secondary sources. 

 

The last month or so of classes will focus on the research, organization, writing and presentation 

of an 18-to-25-page primary source-based research paper.   It will be properly footnoted 

according to the Chicago Manual of Style format, with a bibliography.  The amount of reading 

and coursework (Discussion Boards, films, etc.) will taper off, since you will be expected to be 

doing reading related to your research.  Please note that you are expected to be researching 

from the start of the semester, or at least as soon as you have decided on your topic. We will 

talk about topics the first week of class, and each week thereafter.  You will not be able to coast 

your way to the end of the semester and then attempt to crash your way through a last-minute 

research paper.  The paper is the thing from the very first day.  You can write a terrific final draft 

for this class, and still fail if you don’t do the assignments leading up to it. 

 

This class will be run as a seminar, and the writing of these research papers will to some extent 

be a collaborative effort.  We will work our way through the various steps that go into the 

writing of a history research paper, and you will have ample opportunity for revisions and 

feedback from me, and from your peers.  

 

It is critically important that you meet deadlines for both reading and writing.  There are a 

number of small assignments in this class that will build up to the big one, and each one counts 
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toward your grade.  More to the point, the quality of your final draft rests on diligent and timely 

work from the first day onward. 

 

Course Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to: 

• Identify and describe the major events, decisions and developments of the US in the 

1960s 

• Read and discuss primary and secondary sources that cast light on America in the 1960s 

• Choose a topic of interest to develop as a seminar paper. 

• Understand the historical discussion about this topic – position yourself within this 

discussion.  

• Employ research skills to gather and to analyze sources—primary and secondary—and 

present this analysis in writing and discussion. 

• Offer written interpretations and historical arguments based in the analysis of historical 

evidence 

 

University Studies Outcomes (this course fulfills Cluster 5a): 

• Synthesize the knowledge and skills gained within major courses, independently 

complete a research-based project or creative work and integrate the results of both in an 

open-ended project or experience (projects within the major are encouraged). 

• Integrate knowledge and principles from the field of study with those of the broader 

University Studies curriculum. 

• Demonstrate advanced information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, integrating and 

documenting information gathered from multiple sources into discipline-specific writing. 

• Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, the results of the project or 

experience.  

 

 

Expectations for Electronic Communication 

I will email the entire class every Friday, with a “This Week in HST 401” message.  That 

message will remind you of the various tasks of the upcoming week, as well as bigger picture 

tasks related to the research and writing of your paper. 

 

Please use email ONLY when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter.  If the question 

you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, 

post the question in Course Questions Discussion Board 

 

I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can 

expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You may get an email 

reply in the evening or during the weekend, but that would be an exception not the rule.  

 

I will also check the Discussion Boards and Writing Journals multiple times daily during the 

workweek.  Please note that even when I don’t post myself, I’m reading all of your posts closely 

— and I will always reply to any discussion comment or question directed specifically at me. 

 

Please submit all written assignments through MyCourses, rather than through email.  If I 

haven’t received an assignment within 24 hours after it’s due (or if I can’t open or read the file), I 
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will email you.  If you don’t receive an email, you can assume I’ve received the assignment in 

good order. 

 

You are responsible for reading any Discussion Board posts, Announcements and emails that I 

write or send.  As a consequence, you are responsible for knowing and following any 

instructions included in them. 

 

Time Considerations 

This course is worth 3 credits.  A full-semester face-to-face 3 credit History course involves 

approximately 35 hours of classroom time, in addition to several hours spent each week outside 

the classroom reading, writing, and thinking.  Including films watched on the MyCourses site, 

you may expect to spend 4-5 hours minimum each week on course-related reading, writing, 

discussing, and viewing.  In the latter part of the semester, the bulk of that time will be spent on 

your research and writing, rather than on assigned readings/films, and Discussion Boards.   

Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 

 

The Online Weekly Schedule 

The semester is split up into six units: 

Unit 1:  The black freedom movement, January 21st through February 11th (Weeks 1-4) 

Unit 2:  The Vietnam War, February 18th through March 18th (Weeks 5-8). 

Unit 3:  The women’s and student movements and the counter-culture, March 25th through April 

1st (Weeks 9-10). 

Unit 4:  Writing the first draft, April 8th through April 22nd (Weeks 11-13). 

Unit 5:  Writing the second draft, April 29th (Week 14). 

Unit 6:  The final draft and presentation, paper due by midnight Thursday May 6th. 

Each unit has its own Learning Module on the ‘Weekly assignments’ section of our MyCourses 

site; within that Module, you’ll find a Content Folder for each week, broken by “Things to 

Read,” “Things to Watch,” and “Things to Write/Do.”   

 

Methods of Instruction 

Please familiarize yourself with our MyCourses page, because your non-book reading 

assignments are posted there in the Weekly Assignments section, along with papers and written 

assignments, films, Discussion Boards, and your Writing Journal. 

 

I have also included a lot of primary and secondary sources on our page, as well as links to 

bibliographies and primary sources.  In your search for sources – and, perhaps, for topics – this is 

probably the best place to start.  Advice on Chicago-style citations, as well as the biggest and 

best locations for primary sources, can be found there too.   

 

Papers:  There are four 5-page papers assigned during the semester.  These should be submitted 

through MyCourses as Microsoft Word files, or an equivalent (such as Google Docs).  I will 
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make margin comments on your papers using the ‘markup’ feature, and upload them to 

MyCourses along with your grade.   

 

Writing Journal:  I will also ask you to keep a Writing Journal on the website.  The Journal is a 

good way for you to brainstorm, and for me to keep in touch with you and your research in 

between classes.  A link to the Journal can be found on the Weekly Assignments Page.  You will 

write 1 entry per week (you may write more), with the first one due by midnight Thursday Week 

2, and the last one due on Thursday April 22nd.  You will also post at least 1 comment or 

suggestion on someone else’s Journal each week.  It is imperative that you keep up on the 

Journal entries.  What you write there doesn’t have to be in any way polished; it could even just 

be lists of things.  There will be 11 entries.  The lowest score is dropped (you can skip one, in 

other words).  As I run across primary and secondary sources that I think might be of interest to 

your research, I’ll post them on your Writing Journal. 

 

Discussion Boards:  There are six discussion boards assigned during the semester.  Advice on 

how to approach these assignments can be found at the end of this syllabus, and on MyCourses.  

Your first post, addressing the prompt, is expected by midnight Wednesday.  Your second 

and any additional posts are due by midnight Thursday.  For most Boards you will only be 

expected to do two posts, but you are welcome to do more.  The first post must address the 

prompt, drawing on details from assigned films and readings to support and illustrate your 

response.  A minimum of two paragraphs is a good rule of thumb.  Your second post should 

respond to something written by another student, or by Professor Santow. 

 

Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 

Discussion Board introducing yourself 30 points 

Four 5-page papers    160 points (40 points each) 

Six Discussion Boards   200 (40 each, lowest dropped) 

Research Statement/Outline list  80 points 

Writing Journal (11 entries)   200 (20 per entry; lowest dropped) 

Preliminary Bibliography   60 points 

Discussion board on sample introductions 40 points 

Preliminary Introduction and Outline  80 points 

1st draft     100 points 

2nd draft     100 points 

Final draft     250 points 

Class presentation    100 points  

        

TOTAL 1400 POINTS 

 

Grading Scale: 

A+:  97-100 

A:    93-96 

A-:  90-92 

B+:  87-89 

B:  83-86 
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B-:  80-82 

C+:  77-79 

C:  73-76 

C-:  70-72 

D+:  66-69 

D:  63-65 

D-:  60-62 

F:  0-59. 

Policy on Late Assignments and Missing Assignments: 

Because we are slowly and steadily building toward multiple drafts of a lengthy research paper, 

timely completion of assignments is imperative.  While late papers/assignments will be accepted, 

there will be a two-point penalty for every day the paper is late.  Late Discussion Board posts 

will also be penalized 2 points for each late day.  If you need an extension on an assignment, 

please email me before the assignment is due. 

 

Incomplete policy and Student Academic Integrity Policy can be found on our MyCourses 

site. 

 

Unit 1: the black freedom movement of the 1960s 
 

Week One:  Non-violence and civil disobedience 

For Thursday January 21st, please do the following: 

• Read: 

o Online written lecture on the origins of the movement (read this first) 

o Lewis, chapters 1-7 (pp.3-129) 

o Martin Luther King, Jr., “My Pilgrimage to Nonviolence,” Stride Toward 

Freedom (1958) 

o Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail (1963)” 

• Watch: 

o Eyes on the Prize, Episode 1, “Awakenings: 1954-1956” 

o Eyes on the Prize, Episode 3 (1st half), “Ain’t Scared of Your Jails” 

o Video lecture from Dr. Santow, on selecting a research topic 

• Write/do: 

o Introduction video, due by midnight Tuesday January 19th 

o 5-page paper#1 on the following prompt:  “According to Lewis, Dr. King, and 

the Eyes on the Prize films, what were the ideas behind the use of non-violent 

protest and civil disobedience?  How did it work in practice?  Be sure to give 

examples.”  Due midnight Thursday January 21st. 

 

Week Two:  the Freedom Rides and the March on Washington 

For Thursday January 28th, please do the following: 

• Read: 

o Lewis, chapters 8-13 (pp.130-282) 

o Charles Payne, “Ella Baker and Models of Social Change” 
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• Watch: 

o Eyes on the Prize, Episode 3 (2nd half), “Ain’t Scared of Your Jails” (Freedom 

Rides) 

o Film, Freedom Song 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#1 

o Discussion Board#1 

 

Week Three:  Freedom Summer, Selma, and the Vote 

For Thursday February 4th, please do the following:  

• Read: 

o Lewis, chapters 14-16 (pp.283-362). 

o Gary May, “’Give Us the Ballot,’” “Nothing Can Stop Us,” and “To the Promised 

Land”  

o Charles Sherrod, "Mississippi at Atlantic City," from The Eyes on the Prize 

Reader (pp.186-189) 

o Bayard Rustin, "From Protest to Politics: The Future of the Civil Rights 

Movement," Down the Line: The Collected Writings of Bayard Rustin (pp.111-

122). 

• Watch: 

o Film, Bridge to Freedom OR Selma: The Bridge to the Ballot 

o Film, Selma 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#2 

o 5-page paper#2 on the following prompt:  “Please write an historically-informed 

review of the movie “Selma.”” 

 

 

Week Four:  Black Power, and the black freedom movement in the urban North 

For Thursday February 11th, please do the following:  

• Read: 

o Online lecture by Professor Santow, on racial inequality in the North 

o Lewis, chapter 17 

o Jeanne Theoharis, “The Long Movement Outside the South:  Fighting for School 

Desegregation in the “Liberal” North,” A More Beautiful and Terrible History  

o Peniel Joseph, “Storm Warnings” 

o Tom Sugrue, “The Black Man’s Land” 

o Martin Luther King, Jr., “Black Power,” 1967 

o James Baldwin, “Letter to Americans,” Freedomways (spring 1968) 

o “Malcolm X and Revolutionary Black Nationalism” and “Black Power,” Let 

Nobody Turn Us Around (pp.427-460) 

• Watch: 

o Film, Race the Power of an Illusion 

o Film, Revolution ‘67 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#3 
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o Discussion Board#2 

 

Unit 2: the Vietnam War 
 

Week Five:  the origins of American involvement 

For Thursday February 18th, please do the following:  

• Read: 

o Loren Baritz, “Links in the Chain to Vietnam” 

o John Prados, “Road to a Quagmire” 

o Online written lecture 

o Goldstein, Introduction and Lessons One and Two (pp.1-96) 

o “What JFK Decided:  November 1961,” Vietnam If Kennedy Had Lived (pp.53-

95; pp.275-288) 

• Watch: 

o Film, Riding the Tiger 

o Film, Virtual JFK (excerpt) 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#4 

o Discussion Board#3 

 

Week Six:  the decision to go to war 

For Thursday February 25th, please do the following:  

• Read: 

o Goldstein, Lessons Four, Five, Six (pp.144-248) 

o Hubert Humphrey letter to Lyndon Johnson, February 15th, 1965 

o Clark Clifford letter to Lyndon Johnson, May 1965 

o Primary sources on escalation from George Ball and Robert McNamara, July 

1965 

o Donald Duncan, “The Whole Thing Was a Lie,” Ramparts Magazine, February 1966 

o Neil Sheehan, “Not a Dove, But No Longer a Hawk,” October 1966 

• Watch: 

o Film, The River Styx 

o Film, Path to War (excerpts) 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#5 

o Discussion Board#4 

o Research Statement and Outline List 

 

Week Seven:  the soldier’s experience 

For Thursday March 4th, please do the following:  

• Read: 

o O’Brien, chapters 1-3, 6-10, 13-17, 19, 22-23 

o Loren Baritz, The Warriors 

o Online written lecture, the Draft and American Strategy in Vietnam 

• Watch: 

o Film, Two Days in October 
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o Film, America Takes Charge 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#6 

o 5-page paper#3 

 

Weeks Seven and Eight:  the dissent of the ‘winter soldier’ 

For Thursday March 18th, please do the following:  

• Read: 

o Parsons, Dangerous Grounds 

o Richard Moser, “The Veterans Anti-War Movement” 

o Online written lecture on the anti-war movement 

• Watch: 

o Film, Sir No Sir 

o Film, Going Upriver, excerpt 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#7 

o 5-page paper#4, prompt TBA 

o Preliminary Bibliography 

  

 

Unit 3: the women’s movement, student movement 
 

 

Week Nine: 

For Thursday March 25th, please do the following:  

• Read: 

o Online written lecture on the ‘New Left’ 

o Sara Evans, Personal Politics 

o “SNCC Position Paper:  Women in the Movement,” 1964 

o “A Kind of Memo,” 1965 

o Sample Introductions 

• Watch: 

o Film, Berkeley in the Sixties 

o SDS film 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#8 

o Discussion Board#5 

o Rank the introductions. 

 

Week Ten: 

For Thursday April 1st, please do the following:  

• Read: 

o Michael Kramer, The Republic of Rock 

o George Lipsitz, “’Who Will Stop the Rain?’  Youth Culture, Rock n’ Roll, and 

Social Crises,” The Sixties:  From Memory to History 
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o Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, “The Making of a Youth Culture,” 

America Divided:  the Civil Wars of the 1960s 

• Watch: 

o Film:  The Sixties – Sex, Drugs, and Rock N’ Roll 

• Write/Do: 

o Writing Journal entry#9 

o Discussion Board#6 

 

 

Unit 4: Writing the first draft 
 

Week Eleven: 

For Thursday April 8th, please do the following:  

• Read:  nothing… 

• Watch:  nothing… 

• Write/Do: 

o Preliminary Introduction and Writing Outline 

 

 

 

Week Twelve 

For Thursday April 15th, please do the following: 

• Write: 

o First draft 

o Writing Journal entry#10 

 

Week Thirteen 

For Thursday April 22nd, please do the following: 

• Write: 

o Continue writing first draft 

o Writing journal entry#11 

 

Unit 5: Writing the second draft 
 

Week Fourteen: 

For Thursday April 29th, please do the following:   

• Write: 

o Second draft due 

 

Unit 6: Writing the final draft 
 

Final paper due NO LATER than midnight Thursday May 6th. 
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Substantive Discussion Board Participation Should:  

• Relate directly to the Discussion Board prompt(s) 

• Be written in full proofread sentences, not in social media shorthand. 

• Include Subject headings that describe the content of the post 

• Make use of specific examples from the films, readings, and lectures to illustrate your 

points 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes 

or no to peer’s comments.  

• Challenge posts by students and the professor  

• Ask insightful questions.  

• Answer other people’s questions.  

• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives. 

 

 Ideas for Substantive Discussion Board Participation Include: 

• Share an idea that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ ideas that 

are related to the course.  

• Ask others questions about their ideas that are related to the course.  

• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different 

perspective on an idea that is being discussed.  

• Give insights gained from readings/films that were assigned for the week.  If you need 

more information, ask the participants a question about the week's reading.  

• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other 

participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the course, (as it is a violation of 

copyright law to copy the actual page).  

 

 


	HST 401/521-7101
	Research Seminar:  America in the 1960s
	Spring 2021 Online Course
	Dr. Mark Santow
	msantow@umassd.edu
	Phone:  910-6419
	Books and other materials:  available at UMD bookstore
	Week Two:  the Freedom Rides and the March on Washington
	Week Three:  Freedom Summer, Selma, and the Vote
	For Thursday February 4th, please do the following:
	Week Four:  Black Power, and the black freedom movement in the urban North
	Week Twelve
	Week Thirteen

