
 

 

Translating Advanced Research Evidence to Nursing Practice Course Name: 

NUR 511 Course ID: 
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Online Mode: 
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marybeth.sosa@umassd.edu Email: 
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 Instructor Information  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Course Description  

 
Course Description: 

Focus on (a) research and evidence-based practice as a basis of professional nursing; (b) synthesizing, evaluating and 

translating scientific evidence for nursing practice; and (c) collaborating in the translation of evidence- based research 

activities. The course will assist students in identifying researchable problems that shape nursing practice. Components of 

the research process are examined. 

 
Prerequisite: 

Matriculation in the MS, DNP, or PhD Program tracks or permission from the MS or DNP Program Director, NUR 500, 

NUR 605 

 
Course Credits: 

3 credits 

Course Information 

mailto:marybeth.sosa@umassd.edu


 

 

Required Text: 

Polit, D. F., & Beck, C. T. (2017). Nursing research: Generating and assessing evidence (10th ed.). Philadelphia, PA: 

Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 
 

American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). 

Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. 
 

Recommended Materials: 

Polit, D., & Beck, C. (2017). Resource Manual for Nursing Research: Generating and Assessing Evidence for Nursing 

Practice, 10/e. Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 

Purdue Owl Online Writing Lab- https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
 

 Course Outcomes  

 
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 

 
1. Distinguish different research methods, their philosophical underpinnings and appropriateness in answering 

specific nursing practice questions. 

 
2. Demonstrate competence in critical appraisal, analysis, and synthesis of research for the purpose of 

translating findings to improve nursing practice or outcomes. 

 
3. Identify potential legal and ethical issues associated with the conduct of research. 

 
4. Recognize the role of the nurse leader in translating evidence-based findings into nursing practice 

 

 Communication Plan  

 
Expectations for electronic communication 

Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a nature 

that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion 

board forum. 

 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply from me via 

email within 24 hours during the work week. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an 

exception not the rule. 

 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the work week. I will post often during the first weeks of the course 

and then drop off in Activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured however, I *will* be participating 

in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any discussion comment directed specifically at me. 

 
Time Considerations 

Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While you 

may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course you 

would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on assignments 

and reading. In our online course environment my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class hours” on your 

own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 

 
Substantive participation should: 

 
• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peer’s 



 

 

comments 

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 



 

 

4 points The work is focused and clearly organized. The message or main 

point is strong and clear. Information is presented logically and 

naturally. Ideas are supported by course readings and/or published 

literature. Peer responses are supportive and include evidence 

from course readings and/or published literature. 

• Ask insightful questions 

• Answer other people’s questions 

• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 

• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

 
• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that are related 

to the course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 

• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on an idea 

that is being discussed 

• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week. If you need more information, ask the 

participants a question about the week's reading 

• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 

• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your personal and 

professional life 

• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ questions 

or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page) 
 

 

 Methods of Instruction  

Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Exercise: Discussion Postings and Peer Responses 

Online Exercises are an opportunity to critically review literature and incorporate your clinical experience. The topics 

will vary and are expected to be a minimum of 1 page in length (3-4 paragraphs). It is also expected that you include 

peer-reviewed literature and course readings with appropriate APA citing and referencing. In addition these Online 

Exercises will be posted as Discussion postings and students are to respond to two of their peers. These peer comments 

should be 2-3 paragraphs along with written in a scholarly manner using peer-reviewed literature and course readings 

with appropriate APA citing and referencing. 

 

Post an initial discussion (online exercise) and participate in the discussion forum by responding to 2 posts by 

other students. Initial discussion should be posted by 1159 pm Thursday and responses posted by 1159 pm 

Saturday. 

 
Grading Criteria for Discussion Postings 

Online exercises 25% 

Evidence-based Practice Case Study 10% 

Mini-Systematic Review 20% 

Poster Development/Presentation 15% 

Final- Research Study Critique 30% 

 



 

 

 
 

The work is somewhat unfocused, underdeveloped but the central 

focus of the work is clear. The information can be followed with 

little difficulty. Some to little of the ideas are supported by course 

readings and/or published literature. Peer responses are include 

some to little evidence from course readings and/or published 

literature. 

2 points 

The central idea or purpose of the student work may not be easily 

identified or clear. It may be unfocused, underdeveloped, or 

rambling. Information is presented in a disorganized fashion 

resulting in difficulty following the student’s ideas. No supportive 

evidence is provided from course readings and/or published 

literature. 

1 points 

Not completed 0 points 

 

 

Evidence-based Practice/Clinical Decision making Case Study paper 

Students will be assigned to 1 of the 3 posted case studies at the start of the course. After reviewing the case study and 

relevant literature, students will propose an evidence-based practice change. Students are expected to include at least 3 

pieces of peer-reviewed (i.e. research studies, systematic reviews, meta analyses, etc.) literature as best evidence support. 

APA format must be used for writing evidence-based practice case study. The final product should be approximately 3-5 

pages excluding title page and references. 

 
Grading Criteria for Evidence-based Practice/Clinical Decision making Case Study paper 

 

Development question using the PICO, PIO, PICOT, or 

PIOT format 

20 points 

Collection and critical appraisal of the most relevant and 

best evidence 

20 points 

Development and integration of evidence, clinical expertise 

and patient preferences/values in the proposed 

evidencebased practice change 

30 points 

Development and proposed plan of evaluation of the 

proposed evidence-based practice change for effectiveness 

20 points 

Reference listing, correct use of APA 10 points 

= 100 points 

 
Mini-Systematic Review 

Identify a topic in your area of practice/interest. You will carry out a mini-systematic review of 4-7 articles using at least 

2 literature databases (i.e. CINAHL, PubMed). All articles must be from peer-reviewed journals and be quantitative 

3 points The work is generally focused and supported by some 

development of ideas and supporting details. Information is 

presented in a logical, easy to follow manner that is 

understandable. Most ideas are supported by course readings 

and/or published literature. Peer responses are mostly supportive 

and are mostly evidence supported from course readings and/or 

published literature. 



 

 

research studies. APA format must be used for writing the mini-systematic review. The final product should be 

approximately 5-8 pages excluding title page, literature figure, literature review table, and references. 



 

 

In order to facilitate student learning, drafts of different components of the mini-systematic review will be submitted for 

peer and/or faculty review. Below is the schedule: 

 
Week 3—PICO to be submitted to Discussion board for peer feedback and under Assignments for faculty feedback. Week 

7—Literature Review Table to be submitted to Discussion board for peer feedback and under Assignments for faculty 

feedback. 

Week 9—Draft of Mini-Systematic Review to be submitted under Assignments for faculty feedback. 

 

 

 

 
Grading Criteria for Mini-Systematic Review 

Development of clinical question using the PICO, PIO, 

PICOT, or PIOT format 

5 points 

Development and description of the literature search and 

figure 

10 points 

Development and description of the study quality evaluation 15 points 

Development and description of the synthesis of the 

evidence 

25 points 

Development and description of the conclusion of the 

evidence. 

15 points 

Development and description of the literature review 

table/matrix. 

20 points 

Reference listing, correct use of APA 10 points 

= 100 points 

**Please refer to the provided article on the 5 steps of a systematic review as a reference to completing your 

minisystematic review. 

 
Poster Development/Presentation 

Using your completed min-systematic review you will create a poster presentation on the UMASS background template 

provided. Students are expected to update the content of their mini-systematic review based on faculty feedback before 

creating their poster. Students will be graded on their poster and the feedback provided to 3 of their peers. 

 
Grading Criteria for Poster Development/Presentation 

Feedback from mini-systematic review are incorporated 30 points 

Aesthetics of poster are professional and appropriate for 

poster presentation (font size/consistency, balance of text to 

graphics, etc.) 

30 points 

Appropriate headings are used based on mini-systematic 

review steps 

30 points 

Reference listing, correct use of APA 10 points 

= 100 points 

 
Final—Research Study Critique 

The master’s degree prepared nurse is accountable for reading, understanding, interpreting, evaluating and applying 

research findings in his/her clinical practice. In this assignment each student will critique in writing, a nursing research 

article that describes findings of a quantitative research study. Two research articles will be provided and each student is 



 

 

to pick 1 of the 2 articles to complete this research study critique. APA format must be used for writing the critique. The 

final product should be approximately 6-9 pages excluding title page and references. 

To assist students in this assignment resource articles have been posted which should be reviewed and incorporated as 

supporting evidence. 

 
Grading Criteria for FINAL Critique of a Quantitative Research Article 

Description and critique of the title and abstract 5 points 

Description and critique of the research purpose, objective, 

and/or questions 

10 points 

Description and critique of the review of literature 10 points 

Description and critique of the research study design 

including strengths/limitations 

15 points 

Description and critique of the sampling including size 

determination, sampling type, and sampling technique/frame. 

10 points 

Description and critique of the data collection procedures. 10 points 

Description and critique of the data analysis plan and results. 10 points 

Overall critique of the rigor of the study. 20 points 

Reference listing, correct use of APA 10 points 

= 100 points 

 
 

Late Assignments: 
 

No discussions or assignments will be accepted after the due date unless the instructor has granted permission for an 

extension prior to required submission date. 
 

 Attendance Policy  

 
This may not apply in online courses. 

 

 

 Incomplete Policy  

 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's 

discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not 

completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy 

for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical 

issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your 

reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 
 
 

 Course Conduct  

 
UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence apply to all 

learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they are taught. This applies to all UE face-to-face, 



 

 

off campus, blended, and online courses. Please see the Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion brochure for information 

at http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcodeofconduct/. 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcodeofconduct/


 

 

 Student Academic Integrity Policy  

 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practice. The 

University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand required 

academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional dishonesty. 

 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may include dismissal 

from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of this 

document. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for information about the judicial process. 

 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the intellectual 

accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are 

undermined by academic dishonesty. 

 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are necessary 

preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly the product of an identified 

individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and 

deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the University 

community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 

 
Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy depend on the mutual 

cooperation of faculty and students. 

 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this Academic Integrity Policy. 

Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on their syllabi their expectations concerning homework 

assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts 

should be made to detect and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members have 

evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly. 

 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any other work 

designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to report incidents of academic dishonesty to the 

instructor or dean of the instructional unit. 

 
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth. 

 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth Student Academic 

Integrity Policy at the link below. 

https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/ 
 

 

 Center for Access and Success  

 

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 

access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 

paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 

documentation to the Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, Room 7136; phone: 508.999.8711. 
 
 

 Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students  

 
Tutoring 

http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/


 

 

If you are having difficulty with the class please: 



 

 

Course Schedule 

• Contact me directly using the contact information listed at the top of this document. 

• Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: o Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts - Room 

007 o Phone: 508.999.8708, Fax: 508.910.6404 

• For help with writing assignments you can also make use of online writing tutoring. o eTutoring can be 

accessed at this link or by clicking the "Online Tutoring" link at the top of the myCourses Dashboard. 
 

Technical Help 

Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7: 

 
• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at umd.echelp.org. 

 

• Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found here: 

http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Week/Date 

Beginning 

Unit of Instruction Topic Responsibilities 

Week 1 

(CO 4) 

(1/21/20- 

1/26/20) 

Introduction to Nursing Research 

and Evidence-based Practice 

• Nursing Research 

Importance 

• Nursing roles in research 

• Models of EBP 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapters 1 & 2 

 
Article: Melnyk, B. M., Fineout-Overholt, E., Stillwell, S. B., & 

Williamson, K. M. (2010). The seven steps of evidence-based practice: 

following this progressive, sequential approach will lead to improved 

health care and patient outcomes. American Journal of Nursing, 110 

(1), 51-53. 

 
Shalala, D.E., Burns Bolt, L., Bleich, M.R., Brennan, T.A., Campbell, 

R.E., Devlin, L., … Vladeck, B.C. (2010). The Future of Nursing 

leading change, advancing health: Report recommendations. Institute of 

Medicine of the National Academies. 

 
Activity: Online exercise- (1) Review IOM Future of Nursing report 

recommendations; (2) Choose a professional nursing organization; and 

(3) Discuss that organization’s research agenda and how it aligns with 

the IOM Future of Nursing recommendations. 

 
Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and 

complete 2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by 

evidence. 

http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/


 

 

Week 

(CO 2) 
(1/27/20- 

2/2/20) 

2 Literature Review Finding, 

Critiquing, & Synthesizing the 

Evidence 

• Library Services/Searches 

• Review of the literature 

• APA Formatting 

• Systematic Review Steps 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 5 

 
Articles: Stillwell, S.B., Fineout-Overholt, E., Melnyk, B.M., and 

Williamson, K.M. (2010). Searching the evidence. American Journal of 

Nursing, 110(5), 41-47. 

  
Fineout-Overholt, E., Melnyk, B.M., Stillwell, S.B., and Williamson, 

K.M. (2010). Critical appraisal of the evidence: Part 1. An introduction 

to gathering, evaluating, and recording the evidence. American Journal 

of Nursing, 110(7), 47-52. 

  
Fineout-Overholt, E., Melnyk, B.M., Stillwell, S.B., and Williamson, 

K.M. (2010). Critical appraisal of the evidence: Part II. Digging 

deeper—examining the “keeper” studies. American Journal of Nursing, 

110(9), 41-48. 

  
Article: Khan, K.S., Kunz, E., Kleijen, J., and Antes, G. (2003). Five 

steps to conducting a systematic review. Journal of the Royal Society of 

Medicine, 96, 118-121. 

  
Library activity- 



 

 

http://www.lib.umassd.edu/help/library-instruction-online 
 

Primary and Secondary Sources: Recognizing the Difference Self 

Assessment - Primary and Secondary Sources: Recognizing the 

Difference 
 

Using Boolean Terms: AND, OR, NOT-Self Assessment - Using 

Boolean Terms: AND, OR, NOT 
 

Evaluating Internet Sources 
 

Ethical Scientific Writing for Nursing Students (3 video playlist, each 2- 

3 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeHb41nVpMfX68ZsKSzDJGrf0- 

Q-lTSh 

Ethical Scientific Writing: Plagiarism & Paraphrasing 

Ethical Scientific Writing: The Importance of Citing Sources Ethical 

Scientific Writing: Citing Sources in APA Style 

 
Finding Articles: Selecting Keywords for Effective Searches (1 

video, 8 minutes) https://youtu.be/ynraOpKhlgg 
 

Locating or Requesting Full-Text Articles (3 video playlist; each is under 

3 minutes) 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeHb4- 

1nVpMcNRHNo2Hl6my8Mk3KVKVEJ 

This series of 3 videos show how to use our full-text buttons to open or 

request articles via our databases, and how to determine if we have an 

article. Since finding full-text of desired articles and using interlibrary loan 

are crucial skills for their research, this is a good resource for students. 

 
Save and upload PDF of completion reports generated after each library 

activity that has a self assessment (total of 2). 

 
Additional library recommended links/resources: 

The library’s new YouTube page is 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgUgIXllP7jzm6Mh86VyXXA 
 

Nursing library research guide: 

The guide itself:https://guides.lib.umassd.edu/nur 
 

The tutorials tab of the guide with embedded 

video playlists:https://guides.lib.umassd.edu/nur/tutorials 
 

Contact information for the Librarian for Nursing & Health, including an 

online calendar for making research appointments, can be found here: 

https://guides.lib.umassd.edu/askhilary 
 

Nursing Research 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeHb41nVpMfBIQ0zolLGgEAj- 

23LrFmu 

This is a playlist of videos on using CINAHL to do things like find research 

http://www.lib.umassd.edu/help/library-instruction-online
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeHb41nVpMfX68ZsKSzDJGrf0-
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeHb4-
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgUgIXllP7jzm6Mh86VyXXA
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeHb41nVpMfBIQ0zolLGgEAj-


 

 

articles, limit specifically to qualitative or quantitative articles, find 



 

 

systematic reviews, limit to nursing journals, and understand and use 

CINAHL subject headings to improve a search. 



 

 

   

Become an Expert User of EBSCO Databases 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeHb4- 

1nVpMcktbRjtCLz7aFoJyT8dFs 

This playlist includes all kinds of techniques for using EBSCO, the 

platform on which we access CINAHL. 

 
Evaluation: Library certificate PDFs (2 total) 

Week 3 

(CO 1, 2, 

4) 
(2/3/2020- 

2/9/2020) 

Clinical Inquiry- Research 

Problems, Purpose, and Questions 

• Formulating a clinical 

practice question 

• Distinction between EBP, 

PI, Research 

• Searching the evidence 

• Levels and quality of 

evidence 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapters 4, 5, 27 

 
Articles: Stillwell, S.B., Fineout-Overholt, E., Melnyk, B.M., and 

Williamson, K.M. (2010). Asking the clinical question: A key step in 

evidence-based practice. American Journal of Nursing, 110(3), 58-61. 
 

Cesario, S., Morin, K., and Santa-Donato, A. (2002). Evaluating the 

level of evidence of qualitative research. JOGNN, 31, 708-714. 
 

Ho, P.M., Peterson, P.N., and Masoudi, F.A. (2008). Evaluating the 

evidence-Is there a rigid hierarchy? Circulation, 118, 1675-1684. 

 
 

Activity: Online exercise- post PICOT question for mini-systematic 

review paper (use template from Polit & Beck p. 34, Table 2.1 or 

Melnyk article p. 3). 

 
Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and 

complete 2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by 

evidence. 

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLeHb4-


 

 

Week 4 

(CO 3) 

(2/10/20- 

2/16/20) 

Ethical Considerations in Nursing 

Research 

• Principles and guidelines 

for human research 

• Ethical issues in Research 

• Nurses role in ethical 

considerations 

• Nursing Code of Ethics 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 7 

 
Article: Judkins-Cohn, T.M., Kielwasser-Withrow, K., Owen M., and 

Ward, J. (2014). Ethical Principles of Informed Consent: Exploring 

Nurses’ Dual Role of Care Provider and Researcher.!Journal of 

Continuing Education in Nursing, 45(1), 35-42. 

 
 

Activities: 

 

Evidence-based Practice Case Study DUE WEEK 4 

Citiprogram.org 

CITI certification: Social and Behavioral Research Investigators (12 

required modules) 

 

CITI Conflicts of Interest- Basic Course 
 

You will need to register on this site (free of cost). At the completion 

of the module exam please save your completion certificate to submit 

online. 

 
 

Evaluation: Submit PDF of completion report the conflicts of interest 

 
  

as one report and then the other 12 required modules on second 

completion report. 



 

 

Week 5 

(CO 1, 4) 

(2/17/20- 

2/23/20) 

Nursing Theories and Conceptual 

Models in clinical practice and 

research. 

• Theory types 

• Use of theory in clinical 

practice 

• Use of theory in research 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 6 

 
Articles: Ayers, S. and Olander, E.K. (2013). What are we measuring 

and why? Using theory to guide perinatal research and measurement. 

Journal of Reproductive and Infant Psychology, 31(5), 439-448. 

 
Ahtisham, Y., and Jacoline, S. (2015). Integrating nursing theory and 

process into practice: Virginia’s Henderson Need Theory. International 

Journal of Caring Sciences, 8(2), 443-450. 

 
Activity: Online exercise—(1) Describe an example of how you would 

integrate a theory into practice; and (2) Describe an example of how 

you would integrate a theory into a research project based on a 

population you serve or are interested in study. 

 
Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and 

complete 2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by 

evidence. 

Week 6 

(CO 1, 2) 

(2/24/20- 

3/1/20) 

Study Design 

• Qualitative study 

development 

• Quantitative study 

development 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 9, 11, 21 

 
Article: Landrum, B. and Garza, G. (2015). Mending fences: Defining 

the domains and approaches of quantitative and qualitative research. 

Qualitative Psychology, 2(2), 199-209. 

 
Activity: Online exercise- Identify a topic of interest relevant to the 

community you serve: (1) Discuss how you would design a 

nonexperimental study including which specific design you would use; 

and (2) Discuss how you would design a phenomenology study. 

 

Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and 

complete 2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by 

evidence. 

Week 7 

(CO 1, 2) 

(3/2/20- - 

3/8/20) 

Sampling 

• Sampling in quantitative 

research 

• Sampling in qualitative 

research 

• Sample size 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 12, 22 

 
Article: Martinez-Mesa, J., Gonzalez-Chica, D.A., Pereira Duquia, R., 

Bonamigo, R.R., and Bastos, J.L. (2015). Sampling: How to select 

participants in my research study? Anais Brasileiros de Dermatologia, 

91(3), 326-330. 

 
Activity: Online exercise--Post Literature Review Table for 

MiniSystematic Review. Make sure to include Reference section for all 

articles. 

 
Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and 



 

 

  
complete 2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by 

evidence. 

Week 8 

(3/9/20- 

3/15/20) 

SPRING BREAK No Assignments 

Week 9 

(CO 1, 2) 

(3/16/20- 

3/22/20) 

Data Collection 

• Qualitative data 

• Quantitative data 

 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 13, 14, & 23 

 
Activity: Online exercise— Based on a specific outcome of your choice 

(i.e. quality of life, self-efficacy): (1) Identify 1 assessment tool in the 

literature (i.e. SF-36, SE-12) and describe what is measured, the scoring 

of the tool, and the reliability/validity of the tool; (2) Propose a new 

assessment tool and describe what it would measure, the types of 

questions you would use (i.e. likert, dichotomous), and what 

reliability/validity steps you could take to psychometrically test your 

tool; and (3) Propose qualitative techniques of data collection for your 

specific outcome of choice. 

 
Draft of Mini-Systematic Review DUE WEEK 9 

 
Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and complete 

2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by evidence. 

Week 10 

(CO 1, 2) 

(3/23/20- 

3/29/20) 

Trustworthiness and Integrity in 

Qualitative Research 

• Credibility 

• Dependability 

• Conformability 

• Transferability 

• Authenticity 

 
Rigor and Validity in Quantitative 

Research 

• Internal validity 

• External validity 

• Construct validity 

 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 10, 25 

 
Article: Darawsheh, W. (2014). Reflexivity in research: Promoting 

rigour, reliability and validity in qualitative research. International 

Journal of Therapy and Rehabilitation, 21(12), 560-568. 

 
Activity: Online exercise—complete: (1) Chapter 10, Study Activities 

Question 2 (make sure to incorporate at least 2-3 of the questions from 

Box 10.1); and (2) Chapter 25, Study Activities Question 2 (make sure 

to incorporate at least 2-3 of the questions from Box 25.1). 

 
Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and complete 

2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by evidence. 



 

 

Week 11 

(CO 1, 2) 

(3/30/20- 

4/5/20) 

Quantitative Data Analysis 

• Descriptive Statistics 

• Inferential Statistics 

• Multivariate Statistics 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapters 16, 17 

 
Activity: Online exercise—complete: (1) Chapter 16, Study Activities 

Question 2 (make sure to incorporate at least 2-3 of the questions from 

Box 16.1); and (2) Chapter 17, Study Activities Question 2 (make sure 

to incorporate at least 2-3 of the questions from Box 17.1). 

 

Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and complete 

2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by evidence. 

Week 12 

(CO 1, 2) 

(4/6/20 - 

4/12/20) 

Qualitative Data Analysis 

• Content analysis 

• Ethnography 

• Phenomenology 

• Grounded Theory 

• Participatory Action 

Research 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 24 

 
Activity: Online exercise—complete Chapter 24, Study Activities 

Question 2 (make sure to incorporate at least 2-3 of the questions from 

Box 24.3). 

 

Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and 

complete 2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by 

evidence. 

Week 13 

(CO 1, 2, 

4) 

(4/13/20- 

4/19/20) 

Dissemination 

• Abstract development 

• Poster development 

• Podium presentations 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 30 

 
Articles: Panton, L. (2016). Writing an abstract. HIV Nursing, 16, 5-6. 

 
Marshall, G. (2010). Writing…an abstract. Imaging & Therapy 

Practice, 20-23. 

 
Bingham, R. and O-Neal, D. (2013). Developing great abstracts and 

posters. How to use the tools of science communication. Nursing for 

Women’s Health, 17(2), 131-139. 

 
Activity: Online exercise- Develop and post abstract for systematic 

review. Use the articles post for this week as a guide. 

 
Evaluation: Submit Online exercise to Discussion section and 

complete 2 peer responses. All postings should be supported by 

evidence. 



 

 

Week 14 

(CO 1, 2, 

4) 

(4/20/20- 

4/26/20) 

Poster Presentations 

• Systematic Review Poster 

• Local students welcome 

to present poster at 

scholarship day SPRING 

2019. More info will be 

posted. 

Reading: Polit & Beck Chapter 30 

 
Articles: Sawaya, M.A. (2017). Poster presentations: A great way to 

share your evidence-based knowledge. International Journal of 

Childbirth Education, 32(2), 44-46. 

 
Persky, A.M. (2016). Scientific posters: A plea form a conference 

attendee. American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education, 80(10), 1-3. 

 
Bingham, R. and O-Neal, D. (2013). Developing great abstracts and 

posters. How to use the tools of science communication. Nursing for 

Women’s Health, 17(2), 131-139. 

 
Activity: Post PDF of Systematic Review Poster (must use provided 

UMD poster template). 

 
http://library.umassd.edu/photographics/postertemplate 

 
Evaluation: Submit Poster to Discussion section and complete 2 peer 

responses. All postings should be supported by evidence. 

Week 15 Final- Research Study Critique 

• Choose from articles 

posted by instructor 

Due end of WEEK 15 (Saturday 05/04/19) 

(CO 1, 2,  

4)  

(4/27/20-  

5/3/20)  

 

http://library.umassd.edu/photographics/postertemplate

