
ART 510– Professional Practice - Spring 2021 

Rebecca Hutchinson, Professor, Ceramics  Ph. 508-910-6683 

Office hours – T/Th 2:30-3:30 or by appointment (by Skype) 

Email: Rhutchinson@UMassd.edu 

Course Description 

This professional practice course supports the development of a professional visual portfolio and 

all supportive materials for launching a visual arts career.  This includes a cover letter, a resume, 

an image presentation such as a leaflet or catalog, a targeted list of addresses for potential career 

goals, an interview outline and a well thought out five-year plan after a thorough analysis of the 

art culture and how you fit into it. 

 

Course Objectives 

Projected professional practices goals; produce a cover letter, a portfolio, a resume, a targeted list 

of addresses, interview outline, a visual portfolio, a conceptual analysis of art culture avenue for 

career success.  

 

Course outcome 

A complete folder will be produced with all required items for launching a visual arts career. 

 

Course Structure and schedule 

We will meet weekly on Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 by Zoom or Skype. Online lectures and 

presentations consist of centering on weekly individual issues and skills.   

Unit 1 - Resume and analysis of skills and experiences. 

Unit 2 – Art culture analysis: retail, galleries, museums, educational systems, incubators, 

  entrepreneurial business.    

Unit 3 - Affordable living, studio resources, incubators, studio punch list. 

Unit 4 – Five-year map, first 24 month launch.  

Unit 5 - Customized mailing lists. 

Unit 6 - Presentation launch: cover letter. 

Unit 7 - Presentation launch: catalog and portfolio images.  

Unit 8 - Presentation website launch: website concept only. 

Unit 9 - Presentation launch: interview outline. 

Unit 10 - Grants, financial resources and taxes, financial freedom. 

Unit 11 - Presentations: Five Year Map. 

Unit 12 - Presentations: Five Year Map. 

Unit 13 - Presentations: Five Year Map. 

Unit 14 - Presentations: Five Year Map. 

mailto:Rhutchinson@UMassd.edu


(This syllabus is a guide and every attempt is made to provide an accurate overview of the 

course.  However, circumstances and events may make it necessary for the instructor to modify 

the syllabus during the semester and may depend, in part, on the progress, needs, and 

experiences of the students. Changes to the syllabus will be made with advance notice.) 

Attendance 

Class attendance and promptness is required.   

Grades  

You will receive 10 Unit grades (10% each) that represent the weekly assignments of the 

semester, including participation and weekly folder development. This final folder is due for 

final exam.   

Required Materials 

A notebook is required for personal development and seminar topics.  

Guest Artists 

Attendance to all online lectures and demonstrations of spring Guest Artists is required.  

Announcements will be given prior to highlight lecture or demo time. 

COLLEGE POLICIES AND RESOURCES: 

Policy on UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity: 

All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity 

and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, 

whether as a result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an 

act of intentional dishonesty. The instructor should state his/her policy if a student violates the 

University Academic Integrity Policy. 

http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandrep

ortingform/ 

Incomplete Grades 

The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be already  

completed and an exceptional circumstance (e.g. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you 

require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for 

the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action.  

Emotional Health and Statement Regarding Title IX Information 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of 

ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of 

critical and analytical thinking skills. In many classes, including this one, students and faculty 

examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics.  If a topic covered in this class 

triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with the 

professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 

http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or -8650, or the Victim Advocate in the 

Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality,  

http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/


http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the Department 

of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. 

Accommodation policy 

Students seeking academic accommodations or adjustments must contact the Office of Access 

and Success to request services.  In order to determine eligibility for an academic 

adjustment/auxiliary aid, the student must register at Center for Access and Success and provide 

documentation.  

 

 

 

 

 


