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Third Wave Feminism 
Course ID: WGS 306 

Semester: Spring 2021 

Mode: Online 

 

Instructor: Professor Elisabeth Arruda 

Email: Course Messages OR earruda1@umassd.edu 

Phone: Google Voice 5734-748) 415(  

Office 
Hours: 

Tuesdays 3:20-4:20PM and by appointment  

 

Class Schedule, Office Hours and Location  

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Week ends Weekly 
Start 

Online 

 Week Mid    

  Virtual 
Office 
Hours 
3:30PM 
 

    

  

Course Description   

 

Course Description: An examination of the First and Second Waves of the women’s movement in the United States, 
followed by an in-depth examination of the Third Wave, a term given to the feminist movement from 1990 forward. 
Contributions and the future of women’s rights and issues in the United States are analyzed through Third Wave 
feminist readings with a particular focus on women of color. This course contributes to the theoretical offerings of the 
WGS Program, a key component in understanding WGS scholarship and praxis. 
 
Prerequisite: None.  
 
Course Credits: 3 
 
Textbook: No textbook required. Readings will be available on myCourses, via online 
UMass Dartmouth library links to journals and databases. 
 
Required Materials:  

• Access to a computer and high-speed internet.  
 

Copyright © 2014 Stop Telling Women to Smile 
 

 

Course Objectives 
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Course Objectives:  

• develop ability to understand theoretical materials and apply these concepts 

• understand feminist praxis, the blending of theory and practice and learn to engage in feminist praxis 
drawing upon theoretical materials  

• demonstrate ability to communicate clearly in class discussions and activities 

• develop original thoughts and ideas about feminist principles and ideas; 

• identify 3rd Wave feminist practices in the local and global community; 

• build critical reading, writing, and speaking skills; 

• build research skills in women’s studies to create paper or project investigating a key area of 3rd Wave 
feminisms and feminist theories; 

• outline potential individual and collective strategies for remedy of social injustice and ways to resist 
oppressions and effect change locally, nationally, and globally; and, 

• understand the role that feminist theories and practices play in broadening and restructuring disciplinary 
frameworks. 

 
 

Communication Plan 

 

Here are my expectations for electronic communication: 
• Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of 

a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the 
appropriate discussion board forum. 

• I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply from 
me via email within 24 hours during the work week. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that 
would be an exception not the rule.  

• I will also check the discussion forums daily during the work week. I will post often during the first weeks of the 
course and then drop off in Activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured however, I *will* 
be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any discussion comment 
directed specifically at me. 

 
Time Considerations 
 

Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While you 
may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course 
you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on 
assignments and reading. In our online course environment my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class 
hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your 
time accordingly. 

The Online Weekly Schedule 

Electronic weeks begin on Monday and ends on Sunday. 

Day 1 - Monday Day 2 - Tuesday Day 3 - Wednesday Day 4 - Thursday Day 5 - Friday Day 6 - Saturday Day 7 – Sunday 

Substantive participation should:  

● Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peer’s 
comments  

● Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator  
● Ask insightful questions  
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● Answer other people’s questions  
● Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible  
● Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 
 

 Ideas for substantive participation include: 

● Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that are 
related to the course.  

● Ask your peers questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course  
● Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on an idea 

that is being discussed  
● Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week.  If you need more information, ask the 

participants a question about the week's reading  
● Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback  
● Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your personal 

and professional life    
● Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course  
 
Methods of Instruction 

 

Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 
 

● Participation: discussion boards, polls, etc.     375 Points 

● Quizzes (8; 25 points each)                                                  200 Points 

● Final Paper: Theorizing the 3rd Wave      200 Points  

● Team Project: Online Activism       225 Points 

          Total: 1,000 Points 

Late Assignments Please contact me if you know you are going to be late with an assignment. You have one free “late 
pass” in the class to make up a missed assignment without penalty within one week of the original due date. Late work is 
given the lowest priority for grading.  

 

Omnibus Syllabus Standard Policies and Resources 

Please go this University Website for the most up-to-date policies related to the following: 
 

• Credit Hours Policy 

• Academic Integrity 

• Student Conduct 

• Attendance Policy 

• Course Withdrawal 

• Incompletes 

• Accommodations, Center for Access and Success 

• Emotional Health, Violence, Sexual Harassment, and Title IX 

• Tutoring Support 

• myCourses Support 

• Career Planning 

https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
Center%20for%20Access%20and%20Success
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Additional resources for online students 
Center for Access and Success 

 In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain 
equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the 
appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring 
proper documentation to the Center, which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; phone: 508.999.8711.  
 
myCourses Support 

Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7: 

• Students can submit a request at IT Help or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8900 during normal 
business hours (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST). 

• During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at the Help 
Center. 

• Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found here: Online Support. 

Triggers 

 

Triggers: The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to 
encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and analytical 
thinking skills. In many classes, including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and 
controversial topics.  If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, 
please discuss the matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling 
Center, 508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 508-
910-4584. In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day.  

Mandatory Reporter: UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires 
that faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, 
abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email.  These disclosures include 
but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. 
While faculty are often able to help students locate appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure 
by the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX 
Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that the student’s 
safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not be shared. For 
confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 

 
 

Schedule 

Please see the University calendar for deadlines regarding drops, withdrawals, refunds, and filing for pass/no pass. 
 
Important Dates 

• Monday, February 15, President's Day, no classes 

• Tuesday, February 16, no Tuesday class; follow Monday’s schedule 

• Monday-Saturday, March 8-13, Spring Vacation, no classes 

• Monday, April 19, Patriot's Day, no classes 

https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/resources/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://ithelp.umassd.edu/
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://umd.echelp.org/
https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/,
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/,
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/,
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/
https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/academic-calendar/
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• Wednesday, April 21, no Wednesday class, follow Monday's schedule 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates and Topic  Readings Due  Activities Due  

Week 1  

1/19-1/24  

Introduction to the 
Course  

Orientation to the 
online class  

What is Third Wave 
Feminism?  
 

Syllabus, Assignments 
Module: Introduction to the Course  

   

1. Discussion #1 
Introductions Post due 
Saturday by 11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM.  

Please submit the “Getting 
to Know You” Survey 

   

Week 2  

1/25-1/31   

 

1st and 2nd Waves  
 

• “Is There a Fourth Wave? Does It 
Matter?”  Jennifer Baumgardner 

• Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments 
(1848) 

• Paula Gunn Allen “Who Is Your Mother? 
Red Roots of White Feminism” (1986) 

• Becky Thompson, “Recasting the Second 
Wave” 

• Combahee River Collective  

• Chicanas Speak Out (skim the intro. by 
Vidal, read the statement by Barrera and 
the  workshop resolutions) 

• Woman Identified Woman by the 
Radicalesbians 

1.Discussion #2  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

  

2. Quiz #1  

 

   

Week 3  

2/1-2/7 

3rd Wave  

• Walker, Rebecca. “Becoming the 
Third Wave.” Ms. Magazine  

• Findlen, Barbara. “Introduction” 
from Listen Up: Voices from the Next 
Feminist Generation 

1. Discussion #3  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
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Foundational Texts  
 

• Excerpts from: Baumgardner, 
Jennifer, and Amy Richards. 
Manifesta: Young Women, Feminism, 
and the Future.  

• Riot Grrrl Manifesto  

• Astrid Henry, "Daughterhood Is 
Powerful," Not My Mother's Sister.   

by 11:59PM  

   

2. Quiz #2  
 

Week 4  

2/8-2/14  

 

 

Language and 
Culture  

   

Reclaiming 
Pejoratives: Bitch, 
Bust, Cunt, Slut, Girl, 
Dyke  

  

• The Pussy Hat Project   

• The Pussy Project   

• Air, Jane. "That cunt has balls the last of the 
four-letter words."  

• McCormack, Clare. " Asking for It: A FIRST-
HAND ACCOUNT FROM SLUTWALK."  

• Black Women's Blue Print, "An Open Letter 
from Black Women to the SlutWalk "  

• Tanenbaum, Leonora. Excerpt from  I Am Not 
a Slut: Slut-Shaming in the Age of the Internet  

• The New Yorker, Raizada, Kristen. " An 
Interview with the Guerrilla Girls, Dyke 
Action Machine (DAM!), and the Toxic 
Titties"   

• Kleinman, Ezzell, and Frost. "Reclaiming 
Critical Analysis: The Social Harms of 
“Bitch.”    

 

   

   

1.Discussion # 4  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

2. Quiz #3  

   

   

Week 5  

2-/16-2/21 

 

Cybersexism and 
Cyberfeminism 

• Thompson, Alex. “Trump is triggering a new 
wave of feminist protest art,” Vice News, 2017. 

• Wong, Kristina Sheryl "Resistance as Living: 
Giving Revolution a Sense of Humor - OR -Why I 
Tricked Thousands of Nasty Porn Seeking Guys to 
Come to my Fake Mail Order Bride Site, Only to 
Get a Fist in Their Face by the big bad chinese 
mama." 

• Radhika Gajjala and Annapurna Mamidipudi. 
"Cyberfeminism, Technology, and International 
'Development'"  

• Jessie Daniels. "Rethinking Cyberfeminism(s): 
Race, Gender, and Embodiment." WSQ: 
Women's Studies Quarterly 37.1 (2009): 101-
124. 

1. Discussion #5  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

   

2. Quiz #4  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwBjtQGbV7gEZU1TdUd2b1JIZGM/view
http://www.thepussyproject.com/
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_gale_ofa96057519
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_gale_ofa96057519
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_crossref10.1080/14616742.2012.699777
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_crossref10.1080/14616742.2012.699777
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-brison/slutwalk-black-women_b_980215.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/susan-brison/slutwalk-black-women_b_980215.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/lexicon_valley/2015/02/04/slut_why_we_shouldn_t_reclaim_this_word_despite_slutwalk_slut_pride_rock.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/lexicon_valley/2015/02/04/slut_why_we_shouldn_t_reclaim_this_word_despite_slutwalk_slut_pride_rock.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/lexicon_valley/2015/02/04/slut_why_we_shouldn_t_reclaim_this_word_despite_slutwalk_slut_pride_rock.html
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_museS1527188907100394
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_museS1527188907100394
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_museS1527188907100394
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_museS1527188907100394
http://www.jmu.edu/socanth/sociology/wm_library/Ezzell.Reclaiming_Critical_Analysis.pdf
http://www.jmu.edu/socanth/sociology/wm_library/Ezzell.Reclaiming_Critical_Analysis.pdf
http://www.jmu.edu/socanth/sociology/wm_library/Ezzell.Reclaiming_Critical_Analysis.pdf
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• Helen Lewis "You should have your tounge 
ripped out": The Reality of Sexist Abuse Online, 
The Statesman 

• "LAURIE PENNY VS. CYBERSEXISM: “NOT LETTING 
THE FUCKERS WIN"" Laurie Penny interview with 
Marina Galperina 

Week 6  

   

2/22-2/28 

 

Activism 

• Baumgardner, Jennifer, and Amy 
Richards. “The Revolutionary Next 
Door” Grassroots: A Field Guide for 
Feminist Activism 

• bell hooks, “Dig Deep”  

• Certain Propositions Concerning 
Callout Culture  

• We Hunted the Mammoth 
"Mammoth FAQ"  

• Overview of Cyber Activism project  

 

 

 
 

1.Discussion #6  

   

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

   

2. No QUIZ  

   

Week 7  

   

3/1-3/7 

 

Contested Spaces  

   

Transnational 
feminist politics, 
Post-Colonial and 
Imperialist 

  

• Parekh, Serena and Wilcox, Shelley, 
"Feminist Perspectives on 
Globalization," The Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy  

• Somini Sengupta, “When Do-
Gooders Don’t Know What They’re 
Doing” 

• “Sex(t)ing Revolution, Femen-izing 
the Public Square: Aliaa Magda 
Elmahdy, Nude Protest, and 
Transnational Feminist Body Politics” 
by Karina Eileraas 

   
 

1. Discussion #7  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

   

2. No quiz  

  

Week 8  No readings due  NO Assignments  
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  Spring Break 

3/8-3/14 

Week 9  

   

3/15-3/21 

Masculinity Matters  

 

• Film Clip: Hip Hop Beyond Beats and 
Rhymes by Byron Hurt  

• Film: Tough Guise 2 by Jackson Katz 

• “Constructing Masculinity” in Tarrant, 
Shira. Men and Feminism.  

• Halberstram, “Female Masculinities” 
interview    

• Drag Kings, Del LaGrace Volcanco    

   

1. Discussion #8  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

   

2. Quiz #5  

Week 10  

3/22-3/28  

Action Projects 
 

No readings due. Group research and work 
on your action project.  

 

 
 

No class discussions due. 
Expectation of group 
discussions.  

   

Week 11  

   

3/29-4/4 

 

Reclaiming the Body 

   

• Koyama, Emi. “A New Fat-Positive 
Feminism.’”  2004.  

• Anna Mollow, Why fat is a queer and 
feminist issue. Bitch Magazine 2013 

• "7 Badass Menstrual Activists You Need 
to Know About" 2016 

• Bobel, C. (2006). "Our revolution has 
style": Contemporary menstrual product 
activists "doing feminism" in the third 
wave. Sex Roles, 54(5-6), 331-345. 

• Garland-Thomson, Rosemarie. 
“Integrating Disability, Transforming 
Feminist Theory.” NWSA Journal 2002 : 
1-32. Print. 

• Queen, Carol. "What Sex-Positivity Is — 
And Is Not." Good 
Vibrations 03/04/2014 

• Glick, Elisa. "Sex Positive: Feminism, 
Queer Theory, and the Politics of 

1. Discussion #9  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

2. Quiz #6  

http://eminism.org/readings/fatpositive.html
http://eminism.org/readings/fatpositive.html
http://bitchmagazine.org/article/sized-up-fat-feminist-queer-disability
http://bitchmagazine.org/article/sized-up-fat-feminist-queer-disability
http://bitchmagazine.org/article/sized-up-fat-feminist-queer-disability
https://www.bustle.com/articles/150117-7-badass-menstrual-activists-you-need-to-know-about
https://www.bustle.com/articles/150117-7-badass-menstrual-activists-you-need-to-know-about
http://search.proquest.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/docview/225371119?accountid=14573
http://search.proquest.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/docview/225371119?accountid=14573
http://search.proquest.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/docview/225371119?accountid=14573
http://search.proquest.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/docview/225371119?accountid=14573
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_museS1527188902300018
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_museS1527188902300018
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_museS1527188902300018
http://umassd-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/umassd:TN_museS1527188902300018
http://goodvibesblog.com/sex-positivity/
http://goodvibesblog.com/sex-positivity/
http://goodvibesblog.com/sex-positivity/
http://search.proquest.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/docview/212085859?accountid=14573
http://search.proquest.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/docview/212085859?accountid=14573
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Transgression." Feminist Review.64 
(2000): 19-45. ProQuest. 5 Apr. 2015 . 

Week 12  

   

4/5-4/11  

 

Environmental 
Feminism  
 

• Warren, Karen J., "Feminist 
Environmental Philosophy", The 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
(excerpts) 

• “Ecofeminism as Third Wave Feminism?” 
Ch. 18 Essentialism Activism and the 
Academy (page 227) 

•  Shiva, Vandana. "Ch. 7 Terra Mater: 
Reclaiming the Feminine Principle" from 
STAYING ALIVE Women, Ecology and 
Survival in India 

1. Discussion #10  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

   

2. Quiz #7  

3. Action Project Due  

Week 13  

4/12-4/18 

 Transfeminism 
 

 

• Ch. 10 Toward a Trans Feminism to the 
end... in Bettcher, Talia, "Feminist 
Perspectives on Trans Issues", The 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
(Spring 2014 Edition), Edward N. Zalta 
(ed.), 

• Julia Serano, “Trans Feminism: There's 
No Conundrum About It," "Gender is 
More than Performance" and "Forget 
Diversity, we need to learn to expect and 
embrace ‘heterogeneity’" 

• Emi Koyama, "The Transfeminist 
Manifesto" 

• Kat Callahan, "Trans Women, Male 
Privilege, Socialisation, and Feminism" 

• Dr. Ziegler, "How My Past As A Black 
Woman Informs Me As A Black Male 
Feminist" 

1. Discussion #11  

Post due Saturday by 
11:59PM.  

Response posts due Sunday 
by 11:59PM  

   

2. Quiz #8  

Week 14  

  Violence 

4/19-4/25 

• #SayHerName Brief by Kimberle 
Crenshaw 

• Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl Wu Dunn, 
"The Woman's Crusade"  

 

http://search.proquest.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/docview/212085859?accountid=14573
http://search.proquest.com.libproxy.umassd.edu/docview/212085859?accountid=14573
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• Shannon Ridgway, “25 Everyday 
Examples of Rape Culture” 

Week 15  

Reflections 

   

4/26-4/28, 5/5 

No readings due.  Final Paper Due Theorizing 
the Third Wave Assignment  

Due: Final Sunday May 5th 
11:59PM  

 


