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Critical Writing and Reading II ENL 102-7102 

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

Prof. Nancy Benson 

 

Lecturer:  Dr. Nancy Benson  

Email: nbenson@umassd.edu 

January 19-May 5 2021 

 Online Asynchronous 

Phone:  508-493-0246  

Please text for conferencing/support 

appointments. 

   

WELCOME TO ENL 102: CRITICAL WRITING AND READING II 

 
 

Course Description: Entering the Culture of Informed Response 
This course is designed to advance the rhetorical skills and understanding developed in ENL 
101. Critical reading of various literary genres and analytic and argumentative writing 
assignments enhance the student's awareness and use of effective language. 
 
ENL 102 is part of the University Studies "cluster 1" category of courses for first and second 
year students, a general education effort that prepares students for major and career work. 

 

 

OUTCOMES FOR ENGLISH 102: CRITICAL WRITING AND READING II 

Cluster I: Foundations for Engagement: Skills for the 21st Century 

Cluster 1 brings together basic skills in thinking, reading, writing and quantitative reasoning and challenges 

students to apply the skills they develop as engaged citizens of a community that spans the classroom, campus, 

and the local, regional and global communities beyond. This cluster introduces students to the UMD 

Commitment to Student Learning and builds a foundation for engagement and integration of knowledge, skills 

and capacities that will develop throughout the UMassD experience. 

 

Cluster 1 Goals: 

1. To introduce students to the concepts of the engaged citizen and engaged learning. 

2. To emphasize the use of critical thinking, reading, and writing and communication as vehicles for 

engaged learning. 

3. To foster students’ ability to use technology to enhance learning. 

 

Critical Writing and Reading II – ENL 102 Objectives 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. critically read, discuss, write and revise texts to enter the on-going conversations of professionals and 

researchers in communities of practice (particularly composition/rhetoric) across the disciplines; 

2. further develop college-level critical reading skills of academic and discipline-specific source 

materials; 

3. analyze the connections between and within academic/disciplinary communities, genre conventions, 

and rhetorical situations; 

4. refine introductory research abilities by asking research questions, finding, evaluating, selecting, 

integrating, and documenting appropriate resource materials from library databases and print holdings; 

mailto:nbenson@umassd.edu
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5. reflect upon personal habits and processes related to reading and writing in college courses, building 

skills of self and peer assessment; 

6. employ appropriate mechanics and conventions in their own writing to reflect the writing situation. 

 

Teaching Procedures: 

This is a fully online asynchronous course.  That means you must work independently to complete your 

assignments.  However, I am available to you on a weekly basis through email, Collaborate (an online Zoom-

like platform), and via email. I will also encourage you to use our online tutoring center and to participate in 

peer review.  All of your assignments are loaded into weekly folders in myCourses.  Your work will be 

submitted in ONE streaming Google Doc Portfolio that you send to me for feedback.  Instructions for this 

process are loaded in the Week One folder. If you need to contact me, please text me at 508-493-0246 and 

request an appointment by telling me your name and course number:  Jane Doe, English 102-7102.  I will 

respond promptly, and we can set up a meeting in Collaborate which I will tell you how to use in the Week One 

folder. 

ABOUT THIS COURSE 

Required Textbook: There are no required books for the class. 

 

Course Reading List (Readings and links in myCourses or available online):  

Selected course readings available in myCourses. All readings must be printed (non-negotiable). Each 

homework will be worth one point for a total of 20 points.  I will explain homework procedures to you and 

guidelines are posted in myCourses. 

 

Required Readings, Videos and Films  

No books are required in this course, instead we will use Open Educational Resources including the following: 

 

• Kauffman, Jonathan. “The Responsible Burger.” Eating Well. December 2020. PDF located in myCourses. 

 

• Article: “Food Marketing and Labeling,” John Hopkins Center for a Livable Future "Food Marketing and 

Labeling" 

 

• Film: Food Inc., Robert Kenner director/producer, NETFLIX   

 

• Article: “Organic vs. Non-Organic Foods:  What’s the Difference?” Daniel Pendick, "Organic Vs. Nonorganic" 

 

• Article: “What Foods Are Banned in Europe but Not Banned in the U.S.?”  Roni Caryn Rabin, The New York 

Times. Dec. 28, 2018. "What Foods Are Banned?" 

 

• Article: “Food Marketing to Children:  A Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing,” Megan LoDolce, Obesity Action 

Committee, "Wolf in Sheep's Clothing" 

 

• Ted Talk:  “Effects of Artificial Food Dyes,” Dr. Rebecca Bevans. https://video.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_  

 

• Ted Talk: “Marketing Food to Children,” Anna Lappe. Lappe Video 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Food%20Marketing%20and%20Labeling
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Food%20Marketing%20and%20Labeling
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Organic%20Vs.%20Nonorganic
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/What%20Foods%20Are%20Banned%3f
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Wolf%20in%20Sheep's%20Clothing
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Bevans%20Video
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Lappe%20Video
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• Ted Talk: “The Global Food Waste Scandal,” Tristam Stuart, Stuart Ted Talk 

 

 

• Dan Barber, Ted Talk, “How I Fell In Love with a Fish,”  Barber Ted Talk 

 

 

• Donald Murray, “The Maker’s Eye” 

Maker's Eye 

 

• “What Is Primary Research and How Do I Get Started,” Purdue OWL, Primary Research Video 

 

• “Writing to Connect,” Mary Pipher.  I will provide you with this. 

 

• Plus a minimum of four sources that you select for your Annotated Bib. 

 

 

 

Helpdesk: For assistance, please consult the myCourses Students Help and Information Guide, email 

mycourseshelp@umassd.edu, or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8505 during normal business hours. 

(Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.). During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for 

students at http://umd.echelp.org/. 

 

Conferences: Meeting with me can help you to be successful in this course. If you have questions about or are 

struggling with the class in general, a paper, or a specific concept, please email or text me (best choice) me to 

schedule a conference. 

SCHOOL AND CLASS POLICIES      

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to be honest in/with all academic work. A student’s name on any 

written work, quiz or exam shall be regarded as assurance that the work is the result of the student’s own 

independent thought and study. Work should be stated in the student’s own words, and, when quoting or 

paraphrasing, properly attributed to its source using MLA format.   

 

Acting with integrity is fundamental to this class, our university, and in general. But academic integrity is a 

complex issue. The First Year English program will concentrate on how to argue with integrity, especially how 

to work with and build on other people’s ideas. When you have questions about how to work with others, 

including your classmates and our class texts, please ask.  

 

Intentional academic dishonesty, such as cheating and plagiarism, has serious consequences. If you reach the 

point with an assignment when either of the above seems like a good option, come talk to me. This course is 

meant to help you learn how to read and write complex arguments, and my responsibility is to help guide you 

through the challenging process.  

 

Penalties for academic dishonesty range from a zero on the particular assignment, to failing the class, to 

disciplinary action by the Office of Academic Integrity.  In addition, the charge of academic dishonesty may be 

added to your student record. I will routinely check student work to uphold these standards. If you need help 

understanding when or how to give credit to other’s work or to avoid academic dishonesty, please ask. 

file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Stuart%20Ted%20Talk
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Barber%20Ted%20Talk
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Maker's%20Eye
file:///C:/Users/profn/Downloads/Primary%20Research%20Video
http://mycourses.umassd.wikispaces.net/
http://umd.echelp.org/
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University Policy: http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures/ 

 
Credit Hour Standard Statement: 

Credit Hour Standard UMassD, in alignment with federal regulations and regional accreditation standards, sets 

expectations for the amount of work required to earn one academic credit. One credit hour is an amount of work that 

reasonably approximates not less than: (1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two 

hours of out-ofclass student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester, or 

the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. (2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in 

paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities as established by the institution, including laboratory work, 

internships, practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours. For a regular 3-credit 

class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours per week of out-of-class work are required. 

 

Academic Support 

Our online classroom is one place to learn, but you have access to many other spaces. I encourage you to check 

them all out; the more varied your academic interactions, the more you can sharpen your skills and broaden 

your ideas. The following is a partial list of official support services: 

• Academic Advising Services: http://www.umassd.edu/acadvising  

• Academic Resource Center (ARC): http://www.umassd.edu/arc 

• Center for Access and Success: http://www.umassd.edu/dss 

• Writing and Reading Center (WRC): http://www.umassd.edu/wrc 

 

Accommodations for Learning Differences and Disabilities 

If you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please 

meet with me at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for 

Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center, 

which is located in Pine Dale Hall, Room 7136. You may contact the center at 508.999.8711, via email at: 

mailto:access_success@umassd.edu or refer to: http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 

 

Withdrawals: The last date to withdraw for this course is: April 9, 2021. 

 

Incompletes: There are no incompletes for this course. 
 

COURSE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Attendance Policy 
Attendance for this class is determined by your involvement in the online Discussion Boards and by you 
engaging with me via conferencing and your Google Doc.  
 
Homework Assignments 
You will have weekly Discussion Boards and Journal Entries for this class.  See the weekly folders in 
myCourses for more information. 

Major Projects 

• There are 4 major projects for this class.  All four projects must be completed for you to pass the course.  
All four projects are interconnected. 
 

• Assignments are due on the dates indicated in the Weekly folders in myCourses. 

• All projects must be formatted in MLA, unless otherwise noted. 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures/
http://www.umassd.edu/wrc
mailto:access_success@umassd.edu
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Grading Scale 

A 93 C 73 

A- 90 C- 70 

B+ 87 D+ 67 

B 83 D 63 

B- 80 F 59 

C+ 77   

 

 

• Conferencing with me is highly recommended and worth 10 points.  You can also engage in peer review 

and use UMass online tutoring. 

 

 
Grading 

 

Final Grade Distribution 

NOTE: points are recorded in myCourses 

  

Conferencing and Revision:     10 pts 

Journals: 10 @ 1 point each    10 pts 

Discussion Board:  10 @ 1 point each 10 pts 

Rhetorical Analysis of Kaufmann article   5 pts 

Project 1- Food Product Analysis   15 pts 

Project 2- Annotated Bibliography:    15 pts 

Project 3- Primary Research Project   15 points 

Project  4 – Conversation/Synthesis Essay:  20 pts 

      100 points 

There is no final exam.  All major projects must be completed to pass the course. 

 

 

 

 

Statement on Emergency Procedures 

UMD has put in place a series of protocols for emergencies that you should familiarize yourself with. You may 

be asked to evacuate or follow these protocols at some time during the year. Please see the link below for the 

complete statement on emergencies and evacuation procedures. Please also be aware that making use of your 

UMD email and notifications is important during any emergency as our system will send information via these 

channels.  http://www.umassd.edu/publicsafety/emergencyproceduresandassemblymaps 

 

 

 

Title IX Policy 

If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the 

matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 

http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for 

Women, Gender and Sexuality, http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency 

contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs/day. 

 

Brief Course Outline for English 102-7102 

Please note that this Course Outline is subject to change.  Complete instructions for each week are provided in 

the myCourses learning site for English 102-7102.  All of your journals and assignments should be SENT to me 

in ONE streaming Google Doc which I will call your Google Doc Portfolio.  See instructions for this in the 

Week One folder in myCourses.  Weekly work should be submitted in Google Docs by Sunday midnight. 

 

http://www.umassd.edu/publicsafety/emergencyproceduresandassemblymaps


Spring 2019 English 102 Syllabus      Prof. Benson 

Professor Benson, English 102-7102                                               6 | P a g e  
 

Date Overview of Assignments Source Links (These are also 

available in the Weekly folders.) 

Week One: 

Starts Jan 

19 

• Introductions and set up Google 

Doc.   

• Visit Collaborate Room during 

assigned times in Week One folder 

• Complete Annotation videos 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

Video: “How to Annotate a 

Text,” Annotation Video  

 

Video: Active Reading Video 

 

 

 

 

Week Two:  

Starts Feb 

26 

• Read and annotate Kauffman article. 

• Complete analysis of Kauffman 

article and submit. 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

Kauffman, Jonathan. “The 

Responsible Burger.” Eating 

Well. December 2020. PDF 

located in Week Two 

myCourses. 

 

Week 

Three: 

Starts Feb 1 

• Start Project #1:  Food Product 

Analysis. 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

Article: “Food Marketing and 

Labeling,” John Hopkins Center for 

a Livable Future "Food Marketing 

and Labeling" 

 

Film: Food Inc., Robert Kenner 

director/producer, Amazon or 

YouTube 

Week Four: 

Starts Feb 8 
• Continue work on Project #1 

• Read Murray essay on revision. 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

 

Article: “Organic vs. Non-Organic 

Foods:  What’s the Difference?” 

Daniel Pendick, "Organic Vs. 

Nonorganic" 

 

Article: “What Foods Are 

Banned in Europe but Not 

Banned in the U.S.?”  Roni 

Caryn Rabin, The New York 

Times. Dec. 28, 2018. "What 

Foods Are Banned?" 
 

Donald Murray, “The Maker’s Eye” 

"The Maker's Eye" 

 

Week Five: 

Starts Feb 

15 

• Submit Project #1 for feedback. 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

Article: “Food Marketing to 

Children:  A Wolf in Sheep’s 

Clothing,” Megan LoDolce, 

Obesity Action Committee, "Wolf 

in Sheep's Clothing" 

 

Ted Talk: “Effects of Artificial 

Food Dyes,” Dr. Rebecca Bevans. 

Bevans TED Talk  

 

https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Annotation%20Video
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Active%20Reading%20Video
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Food%20Marketing%20and%20Labeling
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Food%20Marketing%20and%20Labeling
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Organic%20Vs.%20Nonorganic
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Organic%20Vs.%20Nonorganic
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/What%20Foods%20Are%20Banned?
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/What%20Foods%20Are%20Banned?
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/The%20Maker's%20Eye
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Wolf%20in%20Sheep's%20Clothing
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Wolf%20in%20Sheep's%20Clothing
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Bevans%20TED%20Talk
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Ted Talk: “Marketing Food to 

Children,” Anna Lappe. Lappe 

TED Talk 

 

Week Six:  

Starts Feb 

22 

• Start Annotated Bib:  Project #2 

• Library Instruction 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

Annotated Bibliography Video:  

AB Video 

 

“Developing a Research Question,”  

Research Question  

 

 

Ted Talk: “The Global Food Waste 

Scandal,” Tristam Stuart, Stuart 

Ted Talk 

 

Dan Barber, Ted Talk, “How I Fell 

In Love with a Fish,”  Barber Ted 

Talk 

 

Week 

Seven: 

Starts 

March 1 

Spring 

Break 

Spring Break Catch up on your work if you 

need to. 

 

 

Week Eight: 

Starts 

March 8 

 

• Submit Project #2 for feedback 

• Library Instruction 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

The Dark Side of Chocolate, Dark 

Side of Chocolate 

Week Nine: 

Starts 

March 15 

• Start Project #3 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

“What Is Primary Research and 

How Do I Get Started,” Purdue 

OWL, Purdue OWL Primary 

Research 

 

Week Ten: 

Starts 

March 22 

• Continue Project #3 

• Complete Discussion Board and 

Journal Activity. 

 

Week 

Eleven:   

 

March 29 

 

• Submit Project #3 for feedback 

• Start Project #4 

 

“Writing to Connect,” Mary Pipher.  

I will provide you with this in the 

Weekly folder. 

 

Week 

Twelve:  

Starts April 

5 

• Project #4 

• Revise Google Doc 

• Conference with Prof. Benson 

See Revision Guidelines for 

Google Doc Portfolio  

https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Lappe%20Video
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Lappe%20Video
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/AB%20Video
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Rsearch%20Question
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Stuart%20Ted%20Talk
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Stuart%20Ted%20Talk
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Barber%20Ted%20Talk
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Barber%20Ted%20Talk
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Dark%20Side%20of%20Chocolate
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Dark%20Side%20of%20Chocolate
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Purdue%20OWL%20Primary%20Research
https://d.docs.live.net/dfc7908c0ab2d9c6/Desktop/UMass%20Spring%202021/Purdue%20OWL%20Primary%20Research
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April 9 is 

the last day 

to withdraw. 

Week 

Thirteen:  

Starts April 

12 

 

• Project #4 

• *Revise Google Doc 

• Conference with Prof. Benson 

 

 

Week 

Fourteen:  

Starts April 

19 

 

 

• Project #4 due 

• Complete final Google Doc 

Revision 

• Complete Final Reflective 

Discussion Board and Journal 

Activity. 

• Conference with Prof. Benson 

 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

Week 

Fifteen: 

Starts April 

26 

 

Last day of 

Spring 

classes is 

April 28 

• Final Conferences  

 

 

 


