
 

 

 

Course Information 
Course Name: Modern-Contemporary Art 
Course ID: ARH 150 - 7101 
Semester: Fall 2020 
Mode: Online 

Instructor Information 
Name: Anna M. Dempsey, Chair of Art History 
Email: adempsey@umassd.edu 
Office Hours: Virtual Office Hours by Appointment 

Course Description 
Surveys developments in painting, sculpture and architecture from beginning of the19th century to the present. The 
historical context of major artists and the theoretical, critical, and aesthetic issues surrounding their works will be 
discussed. Focus: Development of modernism in historical context, particularly industrialization and the reactions to it, 
including political and cultural revolutions. We will end with postmodernism and its connection to the rise of globalization 
and the variety of "local" responses to it. 
(Formerly offered as ARH 103.) 
 
Prerequisite: 
None 
 
Course Credits: 
3 
 

Required Text: 
Janson's History of Art, Volume 2 Reissued Edition (8th Edition) 
ISBN-10: 0133936627 

 
You can rent a copy via Amazon 
 
Required Materials: 
Links to Video’s and Supplemental Readings found on Course Shell 
  



 

 

Course Objectives 
 
After completing this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Articulate the cultural context, history and formal and conceptual aspects of the art and media of global cultures. 
2. Interpret and create informed responses (via writing, presentation, performance or artifact) to questions of art 

and visual media through the analysis of the form, content, context and methods of production. 
3. Use appropriate disciplinary terminology in analyzing art and visual media. 
4. Explain the ways in which the art form expresses the values that humans attach to their experiences by, among 

other things, understanding the active role of the museum as cultural repository of art and other forms of visual 
media. 

5. Build the capacity to communicate orally and in writing. 
6. Prize intellectual curiosity. 
7. Develop research skills, both general and relevant for their specific disciplines. 
8. Work independently and apply their knowledge to new areas of inquiry. 
9. Respect openness and appreciate diversity of opinion. 

Communication Plan 
 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply from me via email 
within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an exception 
not the rule. 
 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 12- 15 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While 
you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course 
you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on 
assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those “class 
hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your 
time accordingly! 
 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peer’s comments 

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 

• Ask insightful questions 

• Answer other people’s questions 

• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 

• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 
 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that relate to the 
course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 

• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on an idea 
that is being discussed 

• Give insights gained from assigned readings for each module. If you need more information, ask the participants 
a question about the module’s reading 

• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 



 

 

• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your personal 
and professional life. 

• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 
questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page) 

Methods of Instruction 
 
Final Grade Breakdown: 
 

• 20% - 4 Quizzes (Covers textbook and on-line materials) 

• 50% - Discussion Boards, Art Assignments  

• 10% - 2 Short Writing Assignments 

• 20% - Final Paper 
 
Explanation of Final Grade Components: 
This course is divided into 8 modules: 
 
Each Module: 

• Students will be responsible for assigned reading and digital content 
 
Every 1 or 2 Modules 

• Students will complete a quiz based on the reading and content (between 10 and 25 questions) 

• Students will complete 1 discussion post or Voice Thread intended to expand on objects and ideas encountered 
in weekly coursework. Students will share their thoughts on the course material by crafting a thoughtful 
discussions of 250 words for discussion boards, a few minutes for voice threads and carefully crafted creative 
assignments. Contributions should be clear, complete, accurate, and cite all relevant sources consulted. 
Additionally, students will respond to at least one classmate’s posting. This assignment is meant to offer an 
opportunity for students to communicate with each other in a manner similar to a classroom discussion. 

 
Over the course of 8 modules 

• Students will complete 2 Short Writing Assignments. 
Example of a Short Writing Assignments 
(Example) Discuss at least 2 examples of a “modernist” work of art. Include an image from around 1900, or one 
from between World War I and World War II or one created right after World War II. Please craft a 350-500 
word essay which compares why they are both considered modernist works of arts (style, form etc.) and how 
the different contexts shaped their creation----for example each work’s connection to technology and industry. 
Also reflect on how they might be different. Successful assignments will include connection of the work to its so-
called stylistic category (eg. Surrealist, Dada, Abstract Expressionist etc.) and to its historical context (influences, 
ideas, people, politics, etc.). Successful assignments will include appropriate vocabulary, characteristics of style, 
artists, dates, key works.  

• Research paper (3-5 pages, not including bibliography). See Welcome Page for detailed instructions. 
 
Late Assignments: 
Late work is not accepted. 
 
Grading Criteria for Writing: 
 
A - Excellent work 
Your answers and comments are written in an academic and thoughtful manner. Your answers must be clear, organized, 
and coherent and must be the suggested length (I will tell you roughly how long I want different answers.) Your answers 



 

 

indicate substantive insight into the works of art under discussion or offer thoughtful insight into another’s response. 
The presentation of your answers and posts are clear and easy to read, and your grammar and punctuation is accurate. 
 
B - Good Work 
Your answers and comments are mostly written in an academic and thoughtful manner. Your answers might not be as 
clear, organized, or coherent. Your answers might be a little short and/ or might not completely develop the idea in as 
much detail as required. Your answers are insightful, but there could be lack of clarity in terms of presentation or some 
grammar or punctuation issues. 
 
C - Average Work 
Your answers and comments are written in an adequate manner. Your answers aren't clearly organized, but I still get the 
idea you are conveying. Your answers are short and don't completely develop the idea as much as you could. Your 
answers may seem rushed. Your answers basically do what I ask for, but may lack insight or thoughtfulness. There may 
be lack of clarity in terms of composition and/ or some grammar or punctuation issues. 
 
D - Below Average Work 
Your answers and comments are not written in an adequate manner. Your answers aren't clearly organized and I cannot 
quite understand the idea you are conveying. Your answers are short and don't completely develop the idea. Your 
answers may seem rushed, and probably are. Your answers barely do what I ask for, lack insight and thoughtfulness. 
There may be lack of clarity in terms of composition and/ or grammar or punctuation issues.  
 
F - Failing 
Your answers and comments are not written clearly at all. Your answers aren't clearly organized and I cannot understand 
the idea you are conveying. Your answers are short and don't develop the idea at all. Your answers are rushed, and 
probably are. Your answers don't do what I ask for and they lack insight and thoughtfulness. There is a lack of clarity in 
terms of composition and/ or grammar or punctuation issues. 
 
I will assign a grade of F for any answers clearly plagiarized. See the STUDENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY link below for 
clarification. 

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center. 

University Academic Policies 
These policies are also available in the student handbook on the University website - umassd.edu 

• Information on Incompletes 

• Student Behavior 

• Student Academic Integrity  

• Definition of Credit Hour 

• Course Withdrawal 

• Grade Appeal 

• Attendance Policy 

• Academic Calendar 

• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Academic and Technical Support 
 
Tutoring 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Grades_and_Grading_System
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintaining-aid/withdrawal-policy/
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Student_Enrollment_Status
https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/title-ix-and-sexual-assaultharassment/


 

 

• If you have difficulty with the coursework, please reach out to me or contact the Academic Resource Center. 

• The Multiliteracy & Communication Center offers online writing tutoring. 
 
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
• Do you need help with other UMass Dartmouth technologies? Please contact CITS. 

  

https://www.umassd.edu/arc/
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
http://umd.echelp.org/
https://ithelp.umassd.edu/auth/index.php


 

 

Course Schedule 
 
Course Schedule 

Week 1 
Week 1 (June 9-June 12) 

WELCOME! 
Module 1 (xxxxx) Introduction & Romanticism 
 

Reading(s): 

• Janson Ch. 24: Art in the Age of Revolution and Romanticism, 1789—1848 

• Sylvan Barnet, Writing About Art “Formal Analysis.” 
 
Explore: Links, documentaries and other resources that relate to this week’s reading. 
 
Assignment(s): 

• Welcome Discussion Post (Due xxxxx). Introduce yourself! 

• Short Writing Assignment #1: Formal Elements & Goya’s Third of May 1808 - Due xxx at end of the day 
(11:59 P.M.) 

• Quiz 1—10 questions (Due xxxxat end of the day, 11:59 P.M.). Practice quiz.  You must do this, but you will 
not be graded. 

 

Week 2 

 
Module 2 Realism, Impressionism, Post-Impressionism and American Modernism 
 

Reading(s) and Videos to Watch: 

• Janson Ch. 25: Focus on Realism, Impressionism.  

• Skim: Manet’s Olympia: The Figuration of Scandal, Charles Bernheimer, Poetics Today. 

• Watch PBS video on Impressionism and Take Notes as Instructed. 
 
Explore: Links, documentaries and other resources that relate to this week’s reading. 
 
Assignment(s): 

• Assignment(s) due xxx at 5:00pm EST 

• Complete Discussion Board on “Ways of Looking”  by xxxx and comment to peers by xxxx. 

Week 3 

 
Module 3 (continued ): Realism, Impressionism, Post-Impressionism and American Modernism 
(Module 3: Part II: 1890—1905) 
 

Reading(s): 

• Janson Ch. 26: Progress and Its Discontents: Post-Impressionism and Art Nouveau, 1880—1905 

• Additional reading: Selection from American Encounters: Art, History and Cultural Identity, Edited by Angela 
Miller, Janet C. Berlo, Bryan J. Wolf, Jennifer C. Roberts. Finish Chapter 9: “Post-War Challenge: 
Reconstruction, The Centennial Years and Beyond, 1865-1900.” 

 
Explore: Links, documentaries and other resources that relate to this week’s reading. 
 



 

 

Assignment(s): 

• Quiz on Modules 2 and 3 (Due xxxx at Midnight) 

• Complete Discussion “The Art Assignment” #1 (respond to peers by xxxx ) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Week 4 
 
Module 4 Toward Abstraction: The Modernist Revolution, 1904—1914 
 

Reading(s): 

• Janson Ch. 27: Toward Abstraction: The Modernist Revolution, 1904—1914 
 
Explore: Links, documentaries and other resources that relate to this week’s reading  
 
Assignment(s): 

• Quiz (10 questions) on Module 4 (Due: Wednesday xxxx at end of the day, 11:59 P.M.) 
 

 
Module 5 Modernism-- 1920-1970 
 

Reading(s): 

• Janson Ch. 28: Art Between the Wars 

• Additional Reading: Robert Fishman, Urban Utopias in the Twentieth Century: Ebenezer Howard, Frank Lloyd 
Wright and Le Corbusier. 

 
Explore: Links, documentaries and other resources that relate to this week’s reading. 
 
Assignment(s): 

• Short Interpretive Assignment 2 on xxxx Art Between the Wars on Modernist Urban Utopias OR 
        on “What is Modernism and Modern Art?” Due at end of the day, 11:59 P.M.  

 
 

Week 5 

 
Module 6:  Modernism-- 1920-1970 
 

Reading(s): 

• Janson Ch 29 Postwar to Postmodern, Focus on art from 1950-1970. 

• Selection from Contemporary Art: World Currents, Terry Smith. 
 
Explore: Links, documentaries and other resources that relate to this week’s reading. 
  
 Assignment(s): 

• Quiz on Module 5 and 6. Due at end of the day, 11:59 P.M. 

• Complete Discussion board “The Art Assignment” #2 (respond to peers by xxxx) 
 

Week 6 

 
Module 7: -The Postmodern Era: Pop and Art Since 1980  



 

 

 
Reading(s): 

• Janson Ch. 30: The Postmodern Era: Art Since 1980. 

• Additional Reading: Selection from Contemporary Art: World Currents, Terry Smith.  
 
Explore: Links, documentaries and other resources that relate to this week’s reading. 
 
Assignment(s): 

•  Final cumulative Quiz 
 

Week 7 

 
Module 8:  

Reading(s): 

• Who Speaks Freely? Art, Race, and Protest” by Aruna D’Souza  

• Additional readings on the Contemporary:  TBA 
 
Explore: Links, documentaries and other resources that relate to this week’s reading. 
 
Assignments:   

• Comment on your peers’ presentations as assigned 

• Work on your final papers, due next week 
 
 

Module 9 Wrap-up and Final Research Paper 
 
COMPLETE FINAL RESEARCH PAPER BY end of the day xxxxx (11:59 PM)  
COMPLETE FINAL DISCUSSION BOARD BY xxxxxx 

 

 


