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This course is a survey of philosophical ideas and texts from different eras and 
perspectives that aims to introduce students to the discipline and practice of Philosophy. 
Philosophy is a massive and diverse practice, but some skills and ideas are crucial for 
understanding and developing your philosophical abilities. These are skills in reasoning, 
analysis and critical evaluation of peoples’ claims, and reflective development of your 
own positions. We start with Plato’s Euthyphro in order to get a feel for philosophical 
questioning and other patterns of argument, we will turn to elements of formal and 
informal logic, positions in Ethical and Moral reasoning, positions about the nature of 
the Mind, and issues in Social and Political philosophy. Readings tend to be short but 
very dense. We will journal responses to the views we cover with the goal of 
understanding not only the ideas we study but also how they relate to us as individuals. 
At the end of the course we will consider the value of philosophy and philosophical 
skills. 
 
Required Textbook: NONE! 
Reading materials will be distributed in class and/or posted on our course website.  
 
Please note: Changes to the course syllabus and class calendar are likely. Notifications 
will be made via email and announcements on our course website. 
 
Philosophy Learning Objectives: 
 
In this course we will cover a number of philosophers. It is important to understand that 
one could take individual courses on many of the thinkers we will cover.  The purpose of 
this class is to provide you with an overview of philosophy. It can set the stage for more 
advanced work in philosophy, and will provide you with valuable information and skills 
that will relate to ideas you encounter in other courses in the humanities, social science 
and even the hard sciences and mathematics. 
 
*Specifics: Understanding Philosophical Theories. 
One of our objectives is to understand each point of view philosophers articulate—to 
grasp differences and similarities between their ideas and the manners in which they 
argue for their views. We will acquire vocabularies specific to each thinker we study. We 
will examine and analyze texts and the arguments they contain closely, developing skills 
in analysis and critical evaluation.  
 
*Dialogue: How do Philosophies Change and Grow? 



Another aim is to understand the ways in which philosophers builds upon and respond 
to the ideas of other philosophers.  We want to better understand the ways that 
philosophical ideas and theories change, and the ways they were interpreted in their 
own time—and by us in the present 
 
*Critical Assessment and Response: How Do We Interpret and Analyze Philosophical 
Views? 
We will master the basics of argument—how philosophical arguments are built and how 
we can test them. Each of us will have to come to terms with the benefits and costs 
associated with philosophical viewpoints so as to articulate and defend our own views. 
Writing assignments throughout the course will ask us to engage the ideas we encounter 
and express our responses in the strongest and most honest ways we can. 
 
*Why We Care: 
Philosophy may not seem to be an essentially important practice, yet it pertains to very 
basic questions about the nature of the world, knowledge, society, and the divine. What 
is Real?  What is Truth? What can we Know? What is Good?  You, too, may have these 
kinds of “what’s it all really about?” questions. When we see the manner in which 
philosophers try to answer (some of) them, we may learn more about our own questions 
and the types of answers we seek.   
 

University Studies Learning Outcomes:  

After completing this course, students will be able to: 1. Explain different perspectives 
on: a) what it means to be human and how the significance of human existence has been 
understood; b) the nature of human relationships and how these relationships are 
evidenced in regard to the broader world; or c) how knowledge is obtained, maintained 
and changed, as well as how individuals come to understand and think about the world 
around them.  

In this course we cover a diversity of perspectives on human existence and the major 
questions of what is True, Good, Beautiful, Just, and Real. Our Philosophy Lab 
assignments will take you through examinations of what is meaningful to you and 
considerations of how others might perceive your view. You will need to acknowledge 
and answer those who might disagree with your viewpoint.  

2. Recognize ethical issues in complex contexts and evaluate the ethical positions taken 
by themselves and others.  

A whole section of our course covers select Ethical Theories. You will learn how different 
ethical principles and systems analyze human behaviors. You will be challenged in 
practice and on exams to apply these viewpoints to case studies and weigh the costs and 
benefits of each perspective.  

3. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of 
sources.  



Our course website contains traditional essays and reading in philosophy and well as 
video lectures, TED talks, film clips, news articles and other relevant material. 
Assignment will challenge you to find related and relevant examples of the ideas we 
study in everyday life.  

4. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on human questions 
and contexts.  

In this course we will study formal and informal argument structures and with practice 
sheets and in-class exercises learn to stop the features of good (sound) and invalid 
arguments. These skills will be applied to the readings and arguments we find in 
everyday life.  

Course Policies:  
 
1) Attendance is important – crucial, even—for your success in this course. Attendance 
in an online course can be tracked – if you go for an extended period of time without 
logging in and completing assignments and assessments,  I may check in with you. 
When you fall behind in readings and assignments, it tends to snowball and become 
overwhelming. I understand this situation. If you have any problems with attending or 
any emergencies or difficulties you think may become issues with your involvement in 
the course, please talk to me immediately, if not beforehand. Proactive and responsible 
arrangements can be made ahead of time, and I am willing to try to make such 
arrangements.   
2) Make-up Assignments and other work require you to contact me and make 
arrangements.  
3) Copying the works of other scholars and/or students and presenting this work as your 
own is known as plagiarism, and this is a very serious academic offense. Plagiarism will 
result in a failing grade for this course. UMD policy on Plagiarism is explained in the 
Student Handbook: 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm 
http://www.umassd.edu/specialprograms/info_lit/plagiarism.html 
    All quoted and/or closely copied material in your essays must be properly cited 
(footnotes or endnotes). Whenever in doubt, use citations, even and especially for any 
Internet reference material.  
 
SafeAssign Notification: 
 
Students should be aware that suspect assignments (e.g., those without drafts, without 
works cited pages, or with large departures in style) will be submitted to SafeAssign by 
the instructor for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism. Submitted assignments 
will be included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of assignments. These 
databases of assignments will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible 
plagiarism during the grading process during this term and in the future. Students must 
provide an electronic copy of their assignment to the instructor for submission to the 
service when plagiarism is suspected, in order to receive a grade on the assignment and 
to avoid possible sanctions. 



4) Students with Disabilities: In accordance with University policy, if you have a 
documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this 
course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the 
appropriate paperwork from the Disabled Students Services Office. The necessary 
paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Disabled Students 
Services Office (DSS), which is located in Group I, Room 016, phone: 508-999-8711. 
5) Incomplete Grades: According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be 
given only in exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must 
be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close to passing.  If the work is not 
completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the grade will 
become an F(I).  The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course 
must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must 
exist.  
6) As proof that you have read this syllabus, send a photo of an adorable cat or kitten to 
meckert@umassd.edu.   
7) Email is the best means to contact me. Responses to emails will be made within 48 
hours or less. Weekend email will be answered on Mondays, although you may get 
lucky.  
8) All comments on posts are public and must be respectful. Period. If you have been 
made uncomfortable by another student’s comments, please contact me immediately. 
You are under no obligation to respond to or to educate in such situations. 
 
Course Expectations and Assessment: 
 
1) Exam #1  25%   
2) Exam #2  25% 
3) Assignments 30%  
4) Discussions 20%  
 
Exams:  
 
The exam format may include short answer, applications of knowledge to cases, t/f, 
matching, multiple choice and/or identifications.  
 
Assignments and Discussions: 
 
The assignments and discussion boards are all low stakes (10 points each) but 
accumulate towards significant portions of your final grade. There are due dates for 
these assignments, and penalties for late and incomplete submissions. 
 
Late Assignments (without excused lateness): Expect at least a one-point deduction 
from your overall quality points on the assignment. For example, if you post an 
assignment two days late, and the assignment is fairly high quality, 9/10, you would 
most likely receive an 8.  
 
Late Discussion Posts: Expect at least a two-point deduction from your overall quality 
points on the assignment. For example, if you post an assignment two days late, and the 



assignment is fairly high quality, 9/10, you would most likely receive a 7/10. If you post 
your comment yet neglect to respond to other posts (as is required), you will 
automatically have two points deducted from your score. Thus, if you post a perfect, on 
time comment worthy of 10/10 yet do not comment on any other posts as required, your 
score would be 8/10.  
 
Class Calendar 
 
Week 1 
Tuesday 1/19 – Sunday 1/24 
 
~Theme: What is Philosophy? 
Introduction 
 
~Theme: Moral Reasoning 
Assignment: Reading, Utilitarianism 1 & 2 
Assignment: Reading, Kantian Ethics 1 & 2 
 
~Theme: Moral Reasoning and the Good Life 
Assignment: Reading, Yoga Sutras 
Assignment: Reading “Existentialism is a Humanism” 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Week 2 
Monday 1/25 – Sunday 1/31 
 
~Theme: Logical Reasoning 
Assignment: Validity & Soundness 
Assignment: Truth Tables 
Assignment: Conspiracy Theories  
Assignment: Dehumanization 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Week 3 
Monday 2/1 – Sunday 2/7 
 
~Theme: Philosophy of Religion 
Assignment: Arguments from Design & Ontological Arguments 
Assignment: Problem of Evil 
Assignment: Atheistic Religion? 
 
Exam #1 
__________________________________________ 
 
Week 4 



Monday 2/8 – Sunday 2/14 
 
~Theme: Minds and Machines?  
Assignment: “Computing Machinery and Intelligence” 
Assignment: The Extended Mind Thesis 
Assignment: AI Simulations 
Assignment: Panpsychism  
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Week 5 
Monday 2/15 -- Sunday 2/21 
Monday 2/15 President’s Day 
 
~Theme: Appearance and Reality 
 Assignment: Plato’s Myth of the Cave 
 
~Theme: Our Social World 
Assignment: The Five Faces of Oppression” 
Assignment: Intersectionality 
Assignment: Women, Race and Class: The Approaching Obsolescence of Housework: A 
Working-Class Perspective 
 
__________________________________________ 
 
Week 6 
Monday 2/28 – Friday 3/5 
~Theme: Must we always obey the law?” 
Assignment: Plato’s Crito 
Assignment: “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” 
Assignment: Civil-Rights Protests Have Never Been Popular 
 
Exam #2 
 
 
 


