
 

Course Information 
Course Name: Media & Female Sex Offenders 
Course ID: CJS 326, WGS 300 
Semester: Spring 2021 
Mode: Online 

Instructor Information 
Name: Dr. Toniqua C. Mikell 
Email: tmikell@umassd.edu 
Office Hours: via Zoom by appointment 

Course Description 
The media is one of the furthest reaching social institutions of our society, providing a source of patriarchal ideologies 
and a vehicle through which they are communicated. Female sex offenders represent a nexus of prescribed social and 
legal violations. This course explores the reinforcement of patriarchal ideas in media coverage of female sex offenders. 
We will engage with critical race theory, Black feminist thought, and intersectional research methods to analyze news 
stories of womxn who sexually victimize children and teens. In this course we will unpack how inclusion or exclusion of 
certain discourse in discussions surrounding female sex offenders perpetuate racialized, classed, sexualized, and/or 
gendered expectations of womxn. 
 
Course Credits: 
3 
 
Required Text: 
Reading materials will be accessible via UMass Dartmouth Library resources, Kanopy, Google Scholar, or other open 
access resources. 
 

Course Objectives 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
 

• Define and describe social constructions of race, gender, power, and privilege in context. 
• Articulate how the intersections of identity (including race, ethnicity, class, gender, and sexuality) influence 

media coverage, justice system contact, and public perceptions of criminalized behavior. 
• Define and describe typologies of female sex offenders. 
• Demonstrate mastery of theory and introductory qualitative methods through news story analysis. 

 

Communication, Expectations, & Time Commitments  
This is a fully online synchronous course. There are no physical face-to-face meetings. However, we will meet virtually 
during the time set by the registrar (i.e. 11-11:50a or 12-12:50p) on Mondays and Wednesdays. Fridays will be used as 
work days on your own. 
Course materials such as syllabi, handouts, assignments, etc. will be posted to the class myCourses page. All work is 
completed online via myCourses. Students must be able to connect regularly to the internet to complete the course 
requirements. Your computer must have video and audio features to access materials. Additionally, the majority of 



materials will be in Adobe PDF format; thus, Adobe Reader will be required to view the documents available for free 
download here. You are responsible for regularly checking your email and myCourses for class updates, assignments, 
and materials. 
 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a nature 
that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the Class Questions 
discussion board forum in myCourses. 
 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only (9am – 5pm). You can expect a reply 
from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that 
would be an exception not the rule. 
 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. I will post often during the first week or so of the 
course and then drop off in activity while expecting participants to fill any void. You all are each other’s’ most valuable 
resource! However, I *will* be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any 
discussion comment directed specifically at me. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and another 1-2 hours per week on 
assignments. While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a 
traditional face-to-face course you would be coming to class for 3 hours each week and then spending an additional 1-3 
hours (at least) outside of class on assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that 
you will be spending those 3 “class hours” working through readings, videos, recorded lectures, etc. – things that you 
would usually get in a face-to-face lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 
 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peers’ 
comments 

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 
• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that relate to the 
course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on an idea 

that is being discussed 
• Give insights gained from assigned readings, videos, etc. for the week. If you need more information, ask the 

participants a question about the week's reading 
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your personal 

and professional life 
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page) 

Graded Assignments & Grading Scale 
This course utilizes contract grading. This means that you decide the grade you want to earn in the class and commit to 
doing the level of work associated with that grade. This method of grading provides more opportunities for student 
learning as opposed to a regurgitation of information. Furthermore, there is more flexibility for assignment completion 



and revision, which may prove particularly beneficial while working through the semester during the pandemic. Full 
breakdown of assignments, requirements, and expectation are in a separate document, along with a chart for you to 
keep track of your submissions. I know that many of you may be unfamiliar with or skeptical of this grading structure, so 
research supporting contract grading can be provided upon request. 
 
In addition to the individual contract grading, this course also grades your class participation which is primarily based on 
your work with your peers in Wednesday small group sessions. Your participation grade will be assessed according to 
your peers’ assessment of your contribution. 
 
Late Assignments: 
I do not accept late work. If you anticipate a possible late submission, you may turn in your assignments early. You 
should budget your time carefully to accommodate your range of responsibilities.  

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center. 

University Academic Policies 
These policies are also available in the student handbook on the University website - umassd.edu 

• Information on Incompletes 
• Student Behavior 
• Student Academic Integrity  
• Definition of Credit Hour 
• Course Withdrawal 
• Grade Appeal 
• Attendance Policy 
• Academic Calendar 
• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Academic and Technical Support 
Tutoring 

• If you have difficulty with the coursework, please reach out to me or contact the Academic Resource Center. 
• The Multiliteracy & Communication Center offers online writing tutoring. 

 
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
• Do you need help with other UMass Dartmouth technologies? Please contact CITS. 

Course Schedule 
• We will meet synchronously online (via Blackboard Collaborate) on Mondays.  
• Wednesdays will be spent working in your virtual small groups – groups may decide if synchronous or 

asynchronous works best among themselves.  
• Fridays will be asynchronous “work days” in which you are expected to work on readings, review class materials, 

complete assignments, etc. 
 As a note of clarification, materials should be read/watched at the beginning of the week for which they are assigned. In 
other words, you should come to class on Mondays having already read, watched, etc. the material. It is your 
responsibility to check the syllabus for assigned readings (you may have to go find them yourself) and check myCourses 
for any additional required materials.  
 
 
 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Grades_and_Grading_System
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintaining-aid/withdrawal-policy/
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Student_Enrollment_Status
https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/title-ix-and-sexual-assaultharassment/
https://www.umassd.edu/arc/
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
http://umd.echelp.org/
https://ithelp.umassd.edu/auth/index.php
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