
 

Course Information 
Course Name: Renaissance to Modern 
Course ID: ARH 125 
Semester: Spring II 2021 
Mode: Online  

Instructor Information 
Name: Karen Maria Abbondanza, Ph.D. 
Email: KAbbondanza@umassd.edu 
Phone: 401-835-4903  
Office Hours: By Appointment, online through Zoom, or by FaceTime 

Course Description 
ARH 125, Renaissance to Modern Art, surveys paintings, sculpture, and architecture from the Renaissance to 
Impressionism, as well as their ancient and medieval antecedents.  After an overview of these works, we will 
explore the art and architecture of Western Europe from 1250-1860. The art of the times is the result of 
remarkable changes in theory, practices, material and the purposes of art. 
 
Students will develop a basic knowledge of major artists and their works, typical subjects and relevant 
concepts. They will begin to practice formal analysis and begin to use the formal vocabulary of art history. 
 
Course Credits: 
3 
 
Required Text: 
Gardner’s Art through the Ages, A Global History, 16th edition 
 
Required Materials: 
Purchase access to Cengage MindTap (comes with the book) 

Course Objectives 
 
Students who complete this course successfully will have: 

 Learned to identify the works of major artists, including dates and places where they worked, the 
mediums they uses (e.g., tempera, oil, fresco, marble, bronze) as well as their subjects meanings. 

 Develop skills in recognizing the stylistic characteristics of each major period within the scope of the 
course, e.g., High Renaissance, or Baroque. 

 Developed an understanding of the formal arts and an ability to describe them. 

 Learned to see connections between subject matter and formal choices. 

 Understood how works were meant to be viewed, and responded to by contemporary viewers, the 
importance of patronage, and what ideas might have been shared by both artist and patron. 

 Increased vocabulary of key words and concepts in the visual arts, and how the formal characteristics 
of works contribute to a viewer’s response to them. 

 
Additionally, students will: 

 Understand works of art within their cultural and historic contexts. 

 Learn to articulate the cultural and artistic context, history, formal and aspects of these works. 

 Interpret and create informed responses to works of art through the analysis of form, context, context 
and methods using appropriate terminology. 

 Develop skills in understanding and describing formal objects. 



 Be able to explain how the art form expresses the values that humans attach to their experiences. 
 

Communication Plan 
 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of 
a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the 
appropriate discussion board forum. 
 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply 
from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, 
but that would be an exception not the rule. 
 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. I will post announcements often.  I *will* 
be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any discussion comment 
directed specifically at me. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. 
While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a 
traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours 
(at least) outside of class on assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that 
you will be spending those 3 “class hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get 
in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 
 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

 Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to 
peer’s comments 

 Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 
 Ask insightful questions 
 Answer other people’s questions 
 Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
 Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

 Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that relate to 
the course. 

 Ask other classmates questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
 Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective 

on an idea that is being discussed 
 Give insights gained from assigned readings for the week. If you need more information, ask the 

participants a question about the week's reading 
 Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
 Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your 

personal and professional life. 
 Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the 
actual page) 
 

Methods of Instruction 
 



Final Grade Breakdown: 
 

 50% Reflections (6) 

 25% MindTap Chapter Quizzes 

 25% Final Paper 
 
Explanation of Final Grade Components: 
 
Written Reflections: Each unit will end with a written reflection paper. 
 
MindTap Chapter Quizzes: Each unit you will complete 2-4 quizzes via the MindTap system that correlate 
with the chapters you have read. They will be linked in MyCourses. 
 
Final Paper: Your final will be a final research paper. Please take a virtual museum tour and choose a work 
that intrigues you (hoping it enchants you!). Research at least one outside source, and analyze the work, 
including biographical information only as relevant to your discussion. MLA format, 3-4 pages. 
 
Late Assignments: 
It is in your best interest to turn in your assignments at the end of each unit. Falling behind will not help you to 
retain what you will be learning, which is a lot in a short period of time. The text and its exercises will become 
your new best friends, as the chapters selected are careful choices to help you learn best in an online format. 
Individual communication is encouraged, and I will be checking mail every day, except on weekends. 

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to 
obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide 
the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained 
when you bring proper documentation to the Center. 

University Academic Policies 
These policies are also available in the student handbook on the University website - umassd.edu 

 Information on Incompletes 

 Student Behavior 

 Student Academic Integrity  

 Definition of Credit Hour 

 Course Withdrawal 

 Grade Appeal 

 Attendance Policy 

 Academic Calendar 

 Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Academic and Technical Support 
 
Tutoring 

 If you have difficulty with the coursework, please reach out to me or contact the Academic Resource 
Center. 

 The Multiliteracy & Communication Center offers online writing tutoring. 
 
Technical Help 

 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for MyCourses is available at the MyCourses support portal. 
 Do you need help with other UMass Dartmouth technologies? Please contact CITS. 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Grades_and_Grading_System
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintaining-aid/withdrawal-policy/
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Student_Enrollment_Status
https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/title-ix-and-sexual-assaultharassment/
https://www.umassd.edu/arc/
https://www.umassd.edu/arc/
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
http://umd.echelp.org/
https://ithelp.umassd.edu/auth/index.php


Course Outline 
 
Refer to the Course Schedule in MyCourses for assignment due dates. 
 
Beginnings  

 Introduction: What is Art History? 

 Chapter 1: Art in the Stone Age 

 Chapter 5: Ancient Greece 
 
Roma 

 Chapter 7: The Roman Empire 

 Chapter 8: Late Antiquity 

 Chapter 12: Romanesque Europe 
 
The Medieval World 

 Chapter 11: Early Medieval Europe 

 Chapter 14: Late Medieval Italy 
 
Renaissance 

 Chapter 20: Late Medieval and Early Renaissance Northern Europe 

 Chapter 21: The Renaissance in Quattrocento Italy 

 Chapter 22: Renaissance and Mannerism in Cinquecento Italy 

 Chapter 23: High Renaissance and Mannerism in Northern Europe and Spain 
 
Baroque 

 Chapter 24: The Baroque in Italy and Spain 
 
Modernism 

 Chapter 27: Romanticism, Realism, Photography: Europe and America, 1800 to 1870 

 Chapter 28: Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, Symbolism: Europe and America, 1870 to 1900 
 

 


