
 
                                              University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 
                                  Summer 2021, Economics 311: Intermediate Macroeconomics  

                                   Online class – July 13 to August 11, 2021 
 

Dr. Biyan Tang, Assistant Professor of Economics 
Office:        LARTS 376                                                                                   
Email:         btang@umassd.edu 

  Phone:        508-910-6607                                                                   
 Virtual Office Hours: Mon 7-9pm, Tues and Thur 10-11 am  
 
Course Description: 
Intermediate Macroeconomics examines the economy as whole both in the long run and in the short run. In 
the long run, classical macroeconomics theory assumes prices are flexible, supply equals to demand, we will 
learn what determine these important macroeconomics variables: GDP, unemployment rate, inflation rate, 
interest rate. In the very long run, it will cover economics growth, what causes an economy to grow, and 
what policies can promote the economy to grow, and why some countries grow faster, and why some 
countries did not grow. In the short run, it is about the causes of fluctuations in national economic variables: 
GDP, inflation, unemployment. Additionally, we investigate the feasibility of stabilizing the economy using 
fiscal and monetary policy. 
 
Prerequisites: You must have completed ECO 231 & ECO 232, it is also highly recommended that you complete ECO300 
Mathematical Economics prior to this course. 
Course credits:  3  

 
Course Objective 

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to: 
 

1. Describe basic empirical facts about the current U.S. economy and some economic history; 

2. Elaborate and explain important macroeconomic theories and concepts, such as GDP, inflation, economic 
growth, unemployment, and how they relate to each other, explain their relationships, such as Philips 
Curve, Solow Growth Model. 

3. Explain causes of changes in GDP, consumption, investment, government spending and net exports! 

4. Explain and evaluate the role of monetary and fiscal policy in stabilizing the macro-economy. 

5. Evaluate and analyze articles written in the Economist, the New York Times, the Financial Times, and the 
Wall Street Journal that focus on macroeconomics and macroeconomic policy issues using 
macroeconomic models and tools used by economists. 

6. Analyze and discuss the important role macroeconomics plays in daily life and decision-making of a whole 
industry, individuals’ firms, consumers, and financial investors, as well as government entity. 

7. Prepare students for other economics courses of Money and Banking, International Economics, Senior 
seminars. 

 
Course Materials: 
Required Textbook: (I highly recommend Digital Textbook combined with the Sapling Plus online homework) 

Macroeconomics, 10th Edition, N. Gregory Mankiw, Worth Publishers,  
ISBN-13: 978-319—10600-3, ISBN-10: 1-319-10600-5 

mailto:btang@umassd.edu
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Other Course Materials and Requirements: 
1, Blackboard for latest course, online homework Saplings Plus  

                       2, Lecture material and class handouts. 
 3, Calculator for exams 1,  
4, Newspaper (Wall Street Journal, New York Times, The Financial Times, the   Economists) for 
supplement reading 

 
 Communication Plan: Here are my expectations for electronic communication:  

• Please use email when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a 
nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the 
appropriate discussion board forum.  

• I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours. You can expect a reply from me 
via email within 24 hours during the work week. You may get an email reply during the weekend, but that 
would be an exception not the rule.  

• I will also check the discussion forums daily during the work week. I will post often during the first weeks of 
the course and then drop off in activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured however, I 
will be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will always reply to any discussion comment 
directed specifically at me.  

• I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an assignment. If you do not hear 
from me after submitting work, consider it a good thing.  

 
Time Considerations: Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 10 hours a week on reading and on course 
assignments. While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a 
traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 hours per week for 15 weeks and then spending an 
additional 6 hours (at least) per week outside of class on assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my 
expectation is that you will be spending those “class hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would 
usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 

 
Grade Evaluation and Assignments 
This class assign 1000 points in total, and your grade will be based on the following: 

Middle exam 25% 

 Homework                                                                         30%  
Quizzes 
Final exam 

20% 
25% 

 
90%-100% A+, A or A- 
80%-89.9% B+, B or B- 
70%-79.95% C+, C or C- 
60%-69.9% D+, D or D- 
0%-59% F 

Details are as following 
 

970-
1000 

969.9-
930 

929.9-
900 

899-870 869.9-
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799.9-
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No make-up quizzes will be offered but your lowest quiz score will be excluded from your grade calculation.  
• No late homework assignments will be accepted but your lowest homework score will be excluded from your grade 
calculation.  
• This is NOT a self-paced course. Please stay current with the work for the course and do not work ahead of the 
schedule detailed in myCourses.  
• There is no extra credit available for this class.  
 

Exams 
Middle exam: (Cover chapter 1-5) Any time between Jul 29th at noon and Jul 30th at 11:59pm.  Once you enter the 
exam, you will have 3 hours to complete it. 
 
Final exam: Any time between Aug 11th at noon and Aug 12th at 11:59 pm. Once you enter the exam, you will have 3 
hours to complete it. 

 
 Determination of Final Grade: 

Exams (50%) 
There will be 2 exams in total. Mid exam and Final exam are worth 25% of your final grade.  
 
Quizzes (20%) 
Quizzes are worth 20% of your final grade.  

 
Homework Assignments (30%) 
There are assignments for every chapters. There are two types of assignments: Learning Curve homework, and 
assessment homework and WIO. Learning curve is worth 10% of the final grade. After chapter assessments and work it 
out (WIO) assignments are worth 20%.  And they are all done through online homework system Sapling Plus. Each 
assessment will be weighted equally, and I will drop the lowest one.  Homework are due the Next Tuesday at 11:59 PM. 
No late assessments will be accepted. Give yourself ample time to complete the assessments.  

 
Exam Policy 
Exams and the final will consist of multiple-choice questions and short-answer problems, calculations. All material 
covered in lectures and assigned textbook readings is fair game for the exams and final. Retaking an exam is not an 
option. And for both exams, you can start the exam any time within a 24-hour range, and once you start it, you have 3 
hours finish them, however you only have one entry. 

 
Workload and Class Planning Policies:  
Credit Hour Standard  
UMassD, in alignment with federal regulations and regional accreditation standards, sets expectations for work 
required to earn one academic credit. One credit hour is an amount of work that reasonably approximates not less 
than:  

 
(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each 
week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester, or the equivalent amount of work over a 
different amount of time.  
 
(2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities as 
established by the institution, including laboratory work, internships, practice, studio work, and other academic work 
leading to the award of credit hours.  

 For a regular 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours per week of out-of-class work are required.  
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    ECON 311 CLASS SCHEDULE  

 

Week Date  Topics Textbook Readings 
Deliverables 

The Introduction, and basic Macroeconomics Variables 
 

1 Jul 13- Jul 20 
 

Syllabus reading, and sign up for 
Sampling Plus online homework 
 

Reading Syllabus and sign up for the 
online homework system 

Introduction to Macroeconomics, The 
Data of Macroeconomic 
Ways of Measuring GDP 

Reading: Chapter 1, watch videos 
Activity: finish chapter 1 homework 
                quizzes 
 

GDP, Unemployment &Inflation,  
Learn to calculate these three 
variables, and understand the 
impacts on economy 

Reading: Chapter 2, watch videos 
Activity: Finish Chapter 2 homework 
                quizzes 
 

Macroeconomics in the medium run, Classic Macroeconomics Theory 
 

2  
Jul 21-Jul 27 

National income Reading: Chapter 3, watch videos 
Activity; Chapter 3 homework 
                 quizzes 

Money and Monetary System Reading: Chapter 4, watch videos 
Activity, Chapter 4 Homework 
                 quizzes 

Inflation, cost of inflation, Labor 
Market 

Reading: Chapter 5, watch videos 
Activity:  Chapter 5 Homework 
                  quizzes 

Growth Theory, The Economy in the long run 
 

3  Jul 28-Aug 3 Labor market, unemployment types, 
statistics, etc 

Reading Chapter 7, watch videos 
Activity: Chapter 7 homework, and 
quizzes 
Middle exam Cover chapters 1-5, 
available from Noon, Jul 29th to Jul 30th 
at 11:59 pm, you have three hours for the 
exam with only one entry 
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LR Economic Growth,  
Solow Growth Model 

 Reading: Chapter 8, watch videos 
Activity: Homework for chapter 8 
                 quizzes 
 

LR economic growth, Economics 
Growth, Technology, empirics and 
policy 

Reading: Chapter 8 and Chapter 9, watch 
videos 
Activity: Homework Chapter 9 
               quizzes 

Business Cycle theory: Economics Fluctuation and Economics in the short-run 

4 
 

Aug 4-Aug 10 Short-run Economics Fluctuations, 
Aggregate demand and aggregate 
supply 

Reading: Chapte10, watch videos 
Activity: homework Chapter 10 
                quizzes 

Building IS/LM model Reading Chapter 11, watch videos 
Activity: Homework for chapter 11 
                 online quizzes 

 
Applying IS/LM model 
 

Reading: Chapter 12, watch videos 
Activity:  Homework for chapter 12 
                  quizzes                                           

5 Aug 11-Aug 12 Final exam Exam is available from Noon Aug 11th, 
Wednesday, and deadline is 11:59 PM on 
Aug 12th, Thursday. You have three hours 
for a single entry exam 

 
 

Academic Calendar  
https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/academic-calendar/ 
The Academic Calendar provides important planning information for students, faculty, staff and departments, such as 
class start dates, deadlines for adding, dropping or auditing a class, holidays schedule and the final exam schedule.  
• Last day to withdraw listed in calendar  
• Final exam schedule https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/finalexams/  
Academic Policies:  
 
Academic Integrity  
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly practice. A 
high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the intellectual 
accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this University. Such values are 
undermined by academic dishonesty.  
The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to understand 
required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional dishonesty. All students should read and 
understand the University’s Academic Integrity Policy, which can also be found in the Undergraduate Catalog. A 
student found responsible for academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action, which may include dismissal 
from the University.  

 
Student Behavior  
Students are expected to follow the student code of conduct within the classroom settings. The student code of 
conduct is available at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/policies/ 

https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/academic-calendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/policies/
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 Faculty may ask students to leave if the faculty member(s) determines that the code of conduct has been violated and 
a student is creating an environment that is unsafe or not conducive to learning.  
 
 
Course Withdrawal  
View the academic calendar (above) to see the last day to withdraw each semester. The following information is from 
the undergraduate catalog:  
Students may withdraw from courses through the end of the tenth week of classes of the semester via COIN, at the 
University Enrollment Center or Registrar’s Office. Once processed, a grade of W will be recorded on the transcript. 
Grades of W do not affect a student’s GPA but may impact financial aid Satisfactory Academic Progress requirements 
(www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintainingaid/). Students who fail to complete this process by the withdrawal 
deadline will be ineligible for withdrawal and will be graded appropriately by the faculty.  
• Students may independently withdraw from a maximum of 18 cumulative credits. The college dean or designee must 
approve withdrawal requests above 18 and up to 24 credits. After a student has exceeded 18 credits of withdrawals 
during his or her academic career, the student’s college dean or designee must approve any further withdrawal 
requests, up to 24 credits. Students with more than 24 withdrawal credits are subject to dismissal from the University 
by the college. Withdrawal credits granted through an approved Medical Leave of Absence do not apply toward the 18 
or 24 credit maximum.  
• Students who withdraw from all courses during the semester shall be deemed to have withdrawn from the University 
and will be subject to this policy and the readmission procedures of the University.  
 
Withdrawal from the University  
Students withdrawing or taking a leave of absence from the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth are required to 
submit a written notification of withdrawal.  
The Student Leave of Absence/Withdrawal Form may be obtained from the Student Affairs Office. The last date of 
attendance will be the date indicated on the form or the date of the last documented academically related activity, 
whichever is earlier.  
For additional information, see https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintainingaid/withdrawalpolicy/  
 
Incompletes  
According to both the Undergraduate Catalog and Graduate Catalog, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional 
circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently 
close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade (I), the grade 
will become an F(I).  
 
Grade Appeal Process  
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/  
Students should be advised that grade appeals need to be filed by specific dates in order for appeals to be heard. For 
the fall semester, grade appeals are due by the Monday of the second week in January. For the spring semester, grade 
appeals are due by the Monday of the last full week of May. Information about what can be appealed, who to file a 
grade appeal with, and what the grade appeal process entails can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/ 
Accommodations and Support Policies:  
 
Accommodations for Documented Disabilities  
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in a course, please meet with the course instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the 
appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring 
proper documentation to the Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, Room 7136, 508-999-8711.  
 

https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
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Emotional Health, Violence, Sexual Harassment, and Title IX  
The purpose of a University is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to encourage 
diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and analytical thinking skills. In 
many classes, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and controversial topics.  
 
If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with 
the professor, or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 508-999-8648 or - 8650, or the 
Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 508-910-4584. In an emergency, contact the 
Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day.  
 
UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty follow UMass 
Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with 
the faculty member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include, but are not limited to, reports of sexual 
assault, relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often able to help students 
locate appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that 
the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-
999-8008 to help ensure that the student’s safety and welfare are being addressed, even if the student requests that 
the disclosure not be shared.  
For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/  
 
myCourses  
Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7:  
• Students can email myCoursesHelp@umassd.edu or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8505 during normal 
business hours. (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST)  
• During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at http://umd.echelp.org/ 
 Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found here: 
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/ 
 
Tutoring Support Services  
If you are having difficulty with a class, please:  
• Contact the instructor directly using the contact information listed on the syllabus.  
Contact the Multiliteracy and Communication Center for help with writing and communication projects. Liberal Arts 
building, Rooms 219-221  
• Contact the STEM Learning Lab for support with science, engineering, math, and business assignments. Science and 
Engineering building, Room 217, 508-999-8718  

http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/

