
1   

   

Women and Public Policy PSC 339/ WGS 339  
  

Online – Summer 2021  
  

PROFESSOR HEIDI BERGGREN  

Email: hberggren@umassd.edu  

  

COURSE SITE  

Log in to myUMassD; then at the quicklaunch drop-down menu, click myCourses. This course will 

be listed along with any other courses in which you are enrolled.  

  

COURSE OVERVIEW   

This course examines the role of gender in shaping public policies, primarily in the 

United States. Over the course of the semester, we will look the historical context and 

processes shaping public policy in a number of areas, such as education, family, work, 

and sexuality. We will examine the nature of contemporary policy in these areas, the 

role of female activists in shaping these policies, and the impact of these policies on the 

lives of women.   

  

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

After completing this course, you should be able to:   

• Describe the environment in which policy is made in the United States and how 

the policy making process works  

• Explain the role gender plays in shaping public policy in the U.S.  

• Describe the current state of public policy in a variety of areas and how these 

policies affect the lives of women  

• Articulate and defend different arguments for how policy problems faced by 

women ought to be solved  

• Summarize information in a clear and concise format  

 

Please Note  

 Political Science Majors: This course counts as a specialized course in the 

American/Policy subfield.  

 Women’s and Gender Studies Majors: This course counts toward the “Politics, Justice 

and Policy” concentration  

 Social Science Distribution: The course may (if you are not a PSC or WGS major) 

count toward the CAS Social Science Distribution requirement  

 PSC 339 is crosslisted with WGS 339. You cannot receive credit for both courses  
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REQUIRED TEXTS  

McBride, Dorothy and Janine A. Parry. 2016. Women’s Rights in the USA: Policy Debates 

and Gender Roles. Fifth edition. Routledge (must be the fifth edition!)  

 

This text is available through the UMD Campus Store site, as well as Amazon, etc. 

  

There are also numerous required electronic reading selections, video/audio clips, etc. at the 

course site, as shown in the schedule below. There are also some recommended (not required) 

readings on the course site, which I labelled as such. 

  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND POINTS  

The final course grade will be based on the following assignments that are worth a total 

possible 320 points: 

  

5 Discussion Board Postings (200 points total, at 40 points per board)   

Over the course of the term, you will be required to post to the course discussion 

boards; the due dates for these postings are listed in the course schedule (below). 

This is the heart of the course, so active and sustained participation on everyone’s 

part is crucial to the overall success of the class.  

  

I will post a question or (more typically) a set of questions that will require you to 

analyze and respond to the readings. You will be required to post a response to 

these questions along with at least 2 substantive response posts (preferably more) 

to posts made by your classmates. The postings for each set of readings/discussion 

board will be worth 40 points, with 25 points allotted to your initial post and 15 

points allotted to your responses to peers. First posts are due on the date indicated 

(typically Fridays) and response posts are due 3 days later (typically the following 

Mondays).  

  

Final Exam (120 points)   

There will be an essay examination at the end. The exam will consist of shorter and 

longer open-ended questions, with some answers requiring a paragraph or two and 

other answers requiring more writing—approximately a page. The focus is on 

summarizing and analyzing the course readings. You will get the questions 6 days 

before the end of the term, and may begin work on the exam at that time.  
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COURSE GRADES  

Point totals will be adjusted to a 100-point scale, with the adjusted scores rounded to the nearest 

whole score (e.g., 85.5 will be rounded to 86, but 85.4 will be rounded to 85). I will then convert 

these scores to letter grades using the straight point scale below. I do not curve my grades.  

  

A+  A  A-  B+  B  B-  C+  C  C-  D+  D  D-  F  

100-  97-  92-  89-  86-  82-  79-  76-  72-  69-  66-  62-  59-  

98pts   93pts    90pts   87pts   83pts   80pts   77pts    73pts   70pts   67pts    63pts   60pts   0pts  

  

I give incompletes ONLY for the most compelling and exceptional non-academic reasons in 

accordance with the university policy on incompletes as stated in the Undergraduate Catalogue.  

  

You the student must initiate the process of applying for an incomplete by filling out the 

electronic “incomplete grade request form” at the registrar's site:  

  

https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/forms/student-forms/  

  

A request for an incomplete must be made prior to the last day of classes (8/10). You must be 

passing at the time of the request or sufficiently close to passing that the completion of the work 

after the semester will likely lead to a passing grade. Please note that being busy or forgetting to 

complete your assignments are not valid excuses for requesting an incomplete.  

  

TECHNICAL HELP WITH MYCOURSES 

 

UMass Dartmouth has several ways for you to get technical support for myCourses. 

 

During normal business hours, students can reach support at: 

http://ithelp.umassd.edu/unauth/index.php 

(under “instructional technologies”) 

 

-or by phone at 508-999-8900 

 

24/7 technical support is also available by phone, email, and chat for all students at 

http://umd.echelp.org/  

  

COURSE POLICIES AND RULES  

 

Communication. Without classroom or office contact, it is important that opportunities 

to discuss the course and the material with me be explicitly stated. You may email me at 

https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/forms/student-forms/
https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/forms/student-forms/
https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/forms/student-forms/
https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/forms/student-forms/
http://ithelp.umassd.edu/unauth/index.php
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://umd.echelp.org/
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my regular email address (hberggren@umassd.edu) anytime you like, and I will do my 

best to respond within 24 hours on weekdays and by the next working day on 

weekends. MyCourses has an internal email system, but I encourage you to avoid this 

and just use my regular address.  

  

On-time Completion of Assignments. It is your responsibility to complete assignments 

by the due dates indicated throughout the course schedule. Late “first” discussion board 

postings will be penalized 5 points. No late work will be accepted after Tues. 8/10, which 

is the last day of class.   

  

Writing Style and Tone. You are required to write formally using proper grammar/sentence 

structure and minimal slang/colloquial expressions. Treat discussion posts (first and response 

posts) as you would an essay assignment, not as a tweet or text message!  

  

Civility. Students are also expected to treat each other civilly and to respect others’ 

opinions and learning experience. Remember that the discussion of politics and policy 

often involves conversations about issues that touch on deeply held values. Just because 

someone disagrees with you does not make them a bad person; it simply means they 

feel differently about this issue. Treat others the way you would want to be treated 

yourself—with respect and courtesy.  

  

Citing Sources. When you quote or paraphrase (this means to put someone else’s ideas into 

your own words) from another source, you need to cite the source. Specifically, for discussion 

postings, when you discuss or quote a course reading, you need to include parenthetical in-text 

citations. You are required to use APSA (American Political Science Association) style when you 

do so. For example, if you quote from a source by “Smith,” you would cite it like so: (Smith 1995, 

5). Smith is the last name of the author, the year of publication is 1995, and the quote (or 

paraphrased text, etc.) is on page 5 of that source. For the final exam, you will also need to 

include a bibliography at the end. Your bibliography also needs to use APSA style. Your in-text 

citations must match up with the listings in your bibliography.  

  

APSA style is linked in the course site.  

  

Academic Dishonesty. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Students who engage in 

academic dishonesty will fail the course. If you have any doubts or questions about whether 

some action constitutes academic dishonesty, please ask me. Examples that are most relevant to 

this particular course include copying another student’s posts or exam; copying text from books, 

journals, or downloading written material from the internet and presenting it as your own work; 

and failure to cite others’ ideas and work when used in your paper. As discussed above, any time 

you quote from a book or readings in your work for this class, you MUST indicate this in your 

work.  
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You should familiarize yourself with the UMD statement on academic ethical standards in the 

Student Handbook:  

  

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-

procedures/ 

  

Equal Access. In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability, 

you may request accommodations to obtain equal access and to promote your learning 

in this class. Please contact the Center for Access and Success for assistance at 

508.999.8711, or click on the link in the section just below—in the “Complete list of 

university policies and resources” section and then see the “Accommodations and 

support policies” subsection. 

  

COMPLETE LIST OF UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND RESOURCES  

While numerous course policies are listed above, the complete list of University of 

Massachusetts-Dartmouth policies and resources relevant to you as a student also includes: 

opportunities for tutoring; how to obtain help in relation to emotional health, violence, or sexual 

harassment; and more. These can be found at the following link: 

 

https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/ 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE  

Because this course does not meet in person, your success in this class depends almost 

entirely on you completing all of the required readings and posts by the dates indicated 

in the schedule below. The readings are essential to fostering your understanding of the 

subject matter. I expect you to read each of the readings listed for each section and to 

draw on these readings for your discussion board postings and your final exam. The 

reading load is heavy in this class. Therefore, I strongly suggest that you take the time 

to keep up with the readings as it will be difficult to catch up if you fall behind. The class 

is really closer to 4 than 5 weeks, so all moves along very quickly! If you work a certain 

amount most days, you should be fine. Also, you will notice in the schedule that I set 

things up so that there are 5 1-week (close to) segments, corresponding generally with a 

calendar week. Nothing is due on a weekend, but the work is arranged such that you 

would have a weekend to make progress or to catch up if necessary. The whole course 

will be open to you at once (except you will get the final exam questions 6 days before 

the end of the class), so that you may work ahead.  

  

As the schedule shows, first posts are typically due Fridays, and response posts are 

typically due 3 days later on the following Mondays. It is a very good idea to do your 

first posts as early as possible, so that everyone may do their response posts. I know 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
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that no one wants to work on Fridays; I suspect most of you will get your first posts 

done before then. Friday is simply the last day for possibly receiving full credit. Note 

that while response posts are typically due on the Mondays that follow, since the course 

is so compressed (especially in the last very busy week, plan accordingly for this!), new 

segments also start on Mondays. 

 

You will notice within the course site that there are some optional recommended (not 

required) readings/clips. 

  

1) Introduction and Background (Tues. 7/13‐Mon. 7/19)  

  Readings:   

        Chapter 1: Introduction   

Chapter 2: The US Constitution  

Chapter 3: Political Participation  

“Lean In” (myCourses)   

“Why Women Still Can’t Have It All” (myCourses)   

  

     Assignments:   

Discussion Board 1 “first” post due Fri. 7/16, 11:59 PM EST   

Discussion Board 1 “response” posts due Mon. 7/19, 11:59 PM EST  

  

2) Reproductive Health Care (Mon. 7/19-Mon. 7/26) 

Readings:  

   Chapter 4: Reproduction   

 “An Overview of Abortion Laws as of July 1, 2021” (myCourses)  

“More to Be Done: Individuals’ Needs for Sexual and Reproductive  

Health Coverage and Care” (myCourses)   

“Gendered Eugenics and the Problematic of Free Market Reproductive  

Technologies: Sperm and Egg Donation in the United States” 

(myCourses)   

  

     Assignments:   

Discussion Board 2 “first” post due Fri. 7/23, 11:59 PM EST   

Discussion Board 2 “response” posts due Mon. 7/26, 11:59 PM EST  

  

3) Education and Work & Pay (Mon. 7/26‐Mon. 8/2) 

Readings:   

        Chapter 5: Education  

       Chapter 7 (yes, you skip a chapter!): Work and Pay  

“Title IX at 40” (myCourses)  
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“Coed verus single-sex ed,” Amy Novotney, American Psychological 

Association” (myCourses)  

  

     Assignments:   

Discussion Board 3 “first” post due Fri. 7/30, 11:59 PM EST   

Discussion Board 3 “response” posts due Mon. 8/2, 11:59 PM EST  

  

4) Family and Work & Family (Mon. 8/2‐Mon. 8/9)  

Readings:   

Chapter 6: Family   

Chapter 8: Work and Family   

“Unsticking the Sandwich Generation” (myCourses)   

“Modern Parenthood” (myCourses)   

“The Single Girl’s Second Shift” (myCourses)   

  

Assignments:   

Discussion Board 4 “first” post due Fri. 8/6, 11:59 PM EST   

Discussion Board 4 “response” posts due Mon. 8/9, 11:59 PM EST  

  

5) Sexuality: Regulation and Intimidation (Mon. 8/9‐Wed. 

8/11) 

Readings:   

Chapter 9: Sexuality-Regulation  

Chapter 10: Sexuality-Intimidation  

“Raped: A Male Survivor Breaks His Silence” (myCourses)  

“Tough Guise” video clip (myCourses)  

  

Assignments:   

Discussion Board 5 “first” post due Tues. 8/10, 11:59 PM EST   

Discussion Board 5 “response” posts due Wed. 8/11, 11:59 PM EST  

  

FINAL EXAM (Available Thurs. 8/5, Must Be Completed By Wed. 8/11)   

  


