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Introduction 
  
 Have you ever wondered whether right and wrong, to paraphrase the saying 
about beauty, are in the eye of the beholder? Is morality just a cultural or religious 
construction, like rules of etiquette; or are some things right and wrong regardless of 
what anyone might believe? Does one society have the right to tell another that their 
customs are morally praiseworthy or reprehensible? Do moral values change over time, 
or are they timeless? This course will introduce students to some of the ways thinkers 
have tried to answer these questions.  
 The course begins by studying the relationship morality has to culture, individual 
emotional attitudes, and religion. We then explore Utilitarianism/Consequentialism, 
Kantianism, Ethical Egoism, Virtue Ethics and Care-Ethics approaches to moral theory. 
The second part of the course explores issues in Applied Ethics, an area that applies and 
investigates ethical points of view in real life areas of importance, including animal 
rights, poverty & world hunger, environmental issues, and the value of human life. 
Special attention will be given to ethical issues arising from the Coronavirus pandemic 
and issues in Medical and Healthcare Ethics.  
 Concurrent with acquiring knowledge of moral theories, students are expected to 
develop their critical thinking skills and their ability to build argumentative essays. By 
the end of the course, students should be able to articulate and adequately defend their 
positions on a moral issue. 
 
Required Course Materials 
 

• Textbook: Elements of Moral Philosophy, J. & S. Rachels, McGraw-Hill (older 
editions can be used) 

• Any additional Web-based readings and media. (Posted on our course 
website.) 

 
Philosophy Department Learning Objectives: In this class, students will...  

1. Practice reasoning skills, including analysis of arguments and viewpoints, identifying 
the implications of claims and theories, distinguishing valid and invalid inferences, 
identifying relevant and irrelevant information, and locate, summarize and synthesize 
material from a variety of sources. On the whole, students will be able to evaluate 
arguments made in support of different perspectives on human questions and contexts.  

2. Become familiar with a variety of ethical viewpoints and critical responses to these 
theories and views, and be able to recognize ethical issues in complex contexts and 
evaluate the ethical positions taken by themselves and others.  

3. Develop an understanding of the relationship between ethical theories and their 



applications to specific moral issues. In doing so, students will better understand the 
nature of human relationships and how these relationships are evidenced in regard to 
the broader world.  

University Studies Learning Outcomes:  

After completing this course, students will be able to:  

1. Explain different perspectives on: a) what it means to be human and how the 
significance of human existence has been understood and b) the nature of human 
relationships and how these relationships are evidenced in regard to the broader world.  

In this course we cover a diversity of perspectives on value systems and the major 
questions of what is right/wrong and good/bad. Our written assignments will take you 
through, step by step, an examination of what is meaningful to you and considerations 
of how others might perceive your view. You will be required to acknowledge and 
answer those who might disagree with your viewpoints.  

2. Recognize ethical issues in complex contexts and evaluate the ethical positions taken 
by themselves and others.  

You will learn how different ethical principles and systems analyze human behaviors. 
You will be challenged in practice and on exams to apply these viewpoints to case 
studies and weigh the costs and benefits of each perspective.  

3. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of 
sources.  

Our course website contains traditional essays and reading in philosophy and well as 
video lectures, TED talks, film clips, news articles and other relevant material. 
Assignments will challenge you to find related and relevant examples of the ideas we 
study in everyday life.  

4. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on human questions 
and contexts.  

In this course we will study formal and informal argument structures and with practice 
sheets and in-class exercises learn to stop the features of good (sound) and invalid 
arguments. These skills will be applied to the readings and arguments we find in 
everyday life.  

 
Communication Plan 
  

• We will be using UMD Zimbra email for individual communication.  My 
email is: meckert@umassd.edu 

• I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours. 
You can expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the work week. 



You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an exception 
not the rule. 

• I will also check the discussion forums during the work week. I will post often 
during the first weeks of the course and then drop off in activity while expecting 
participants to fill any void. Rest assured however, I *will* be participating in 
what I hope will be lively discussions. 

 
Assessments 
 
Exam #1  25%  
Exam #2  25% 
Discussion Boards, Quizzes & Assignments     25% 
Final Reflection Essay: Ethics in the Time of COVID 19 Essay  25% 
 
Exams 
Exams are short answer, focused on the concepts involved with each ethical viewpoint 
covered. Exams include T/F, multiple choice and matching questions. 
 
Discussion Boards and Quizzes 
Discussion boards and short assignments focus on the application and identification of 
the ethical views we cover in real life situations. Each week there will be several 
discussion boards for each of the readings assigned for that week. Posts are graded 
(scale 1-10).  Responses to other students’ posts will also be required. Quizzes test 
reading comprehension and concept knowledge—they are diagnostic in intent and can 
be taken multiple times. Quizzes will accompany most readings and media.   
 
 
Course Grading Criteria 
  
Discussions 
Substantive participation should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or 
answering yes or no to a peer’s comments 

• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Exams  
 
The Grade of A: The essence of A-level work is that it is excellent overall 
with no major weaknesses.  
The work at the end of the course is on the whole clear, precise, and well-reasoned. A-
level work demonstrates an insightful mind beginning to take charge of its own ideas, 
assumptions, inferences, and intellectual processes. There is an original argument or 
interpretation and the work is at an advanced level.  
 



The student can regularly analyze issues clearly, distinguish what is relevant from 
irrelevant, recognize questionable assumptions, clarify concepts effectively, identify 
competing points of view, show a general tendency to reason carefully from clearly 
stated premises, and has excellent reasoning and problem-solving skills. 
 
The Grade of B: The essence of B-level work is that demonstrates strengths 
but is less consistent in high-level performance than A-level work. 
Nonetheless, it has some distinctive weaknesses, though no major ones.  
The work at the end of the course is also on the whole clear precise, and well-reasoned, 
but with occasional lapses into weak reasoning. The student charitably represents the 
views of other philosophers, but the work does not make an original contribution. The 
work is of high-quality.  
 
The student can often analyze issues clearly, distinguish what is relevant from 
irrelevant, recognize questionable assumptions, clarify concepts effectively, identify 
competing points of view, show a general tendency to reason carefully from clearly 
stated premises, and has good reasoning and problem-solving skills. 
 
The Grade of C: The essence of C-level work is that it demonstrates decent 
mastery of content but it is inconsistent, with several weaknesses.  
The work at the end of the course shows some emerging skills but also shows some 
weaknesses in reasoning. While some assignments may be reasonably well done, others 
may be poorly done, or the assignments are all generally of average quality. The student 
does not charitably represent the views of other philosophers and/or does not 
understand the broader implications of the positions he or she is discussing. Effort is 
made, but the work may lack organization, focus, and/or depth in argument.  
 
The student can occasionally analyze issues clearly, distinguish what is relevant from 
irrelevant, recognize questionable assumptions, clarify concepts effectively, identify 
competing points of view, show a general tendency to reason carefully from clearly 
stated premises, and has fair reasoning and problem-solving skills. 
 
The Grade of D: The essence of D-level work is that it demonstrates only a 
minimal level of understanding and skills in critical thinking.  
The work at the end of the course demonstrates frequent uncritical thinking. Most 
assignments are poorly done. There is little evidence that the student is reasoning 
through the assignment. D-level thinking lacks discipline and clarity. The work is vague, 
confused, and/or irrelevant.  
 
The student can rarely analyze issues clearly, distinguish what is relevant from 
irrelevant, recognize questionable assumptions, clarify concepts effectively, identify 
competing points of view, show a general tendency to reason carefully from clearly 
stated premises, and has poor reasoning and problem-solving skills. 
 
The Grade of F: The essence of F-level work is that the student 
demonstrated a pattern of uncritical thinking and/or failed to do the 
required work of the course.  



The work at the end of the course is as vague, imprecise, and as unreasoned as it was in 
the beginning of the course. There is little evidence that the student is genuinely 
engaged in the task of taking charge of his or her thinking. Many assignments appear to 
have been simply going through the motions without really putting any significant effort 
into thinking his or her way through them. The work is unacceptable and demonstrates 
little to no understanding.  
 
Consequently, the student cannot analyze issues clearly, distinguish what is relevant 
from irrelevant, recognize questionable assumptions, clarify concepts effectively, 
identify competing points of view, show a general tendency to reason carefully from 
clearly stated premises, and has no reasoning and problem-solving skills. 
 
Policies 
 
Course Expectations: The course progresses at a rapid pace.  Students are expected 
to reply to discussion post questions, take quizzes and submit written work on time.  
You may begin to complete the week’s work as soon as the material is released for the 
week.  Early is fine, late is not.   
 
Graded Work: Submitted work will be graded based on the level of detail, 
sophistication, and thoroughness of each answer.  
 
Late Work: Deadlines in this course are hard (absolute) deadlines.  Extensions will be 
given on a case-by-case basis, so please, contact me if work if you are having difficulties 
for any reason keeping up. I will work with you. 
 
Document File Submission: It is your responsibility to make sure that any 
document files submitted are not corrupted files. If you do not check your email on the 
date one day after a submission deadline to see if there were any problems, and your file 
was corrupted and not openable, your work will automatically be considered late.  
Penalties up to and including a grade of 0 (zero) or letter grade of F will apply. 
 
Plagiarism & Academic Misconduct: Any form of plagiarism or academic 
misconduct will result in penalties consistent with the university's policies on academic 
misconduct including failure of the course. Claims of ignorance regarding the citation of 
sources are insufficient justification for academic misconduct. It is your responsibility to 
know the university’s policies on academic misconduct. For additional information 
on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth 
Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below. 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconduct
policies/academicintegritypolicy/ 
 
Center for Access and Success: In accordance with University policy, if you have a 
documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this 
course, please contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the 
appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary 



paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center, which is 
located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; phone: 508.999.8711. 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
 
Technical Help: If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is 
available to students. Claire T. Carney Library, lower level 
508.999.8884 (x8884) or email:  itstudentcenter@umassd.edu 
 
 
Class Calendar 
 
Note: Our work weeks will typically begin on Mondays and end on Sundays, the first and 
last week are exceptions.    
 
All work will be due by Sunday nights at 11:59 PM (unless otherwise noted). This class is 
completely asynchronous, so you can complete work as is convenient for you. You may 
need to check into the course website several times in order to complete responding to 
posts in our discussion boards.  
 
Week #1   
Tuesday,	July	13	–	Sunday,	July	18	
 

Reading: What is Morality? Textbook Chapter 1 
Reading: “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” (posted online) 
Reading: The Challenge of Cultural Relativism, Textbook Chapter 2 
Reading: Subjectivism in Ethics, Textbook Chapter 3 

 
Tasks: Discussion Boards, Assignments 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Week #2 
Monday,	July	19	–	Sunday,	July	25	
	
Reading: Ethical Egoism, Textbook Chapter 5 
Reading: Does Morality Depend on Religion? Textbook Chapter 4 
Reading: The Utilitarian Approach, Chapter 7 
Reading: The Debate Over Utilitarianism, Textbook Chapter 8 
   
Tasks: Discussion Boards, Assignments 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Week #3 
Monday,	July	26	–	Sunday,	August	1  	
 
Reading: Are There Absolute Moral Rules? Textbook Chapter 9 
Reading: Kant and Respect for Persons, Chapter 10 
Reading: Feminism and the Ethics of Care, Chapter 11 



Reading: The Ethics of Virtue, Textbook Chapter 12 
 
Exam #1 Due 
Tasks: Discussion Boards, Assignments 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Week #4 
Monday,	August	2	–	Sunday,	August	8	
 
Reading: Existentialism 
Reading: Yoga Sutras 
Reading: Ability Privilege  
 
Tasks: Discussion Boards, Assignments 
_______________________________________________ 
 
Week #5 
Monday,	August	9	–	Wednesday,	August	11	
 
Readings and Media: Applied Ethical Issues – Corona Virus Pandemic 
 
Assessment: Exam #2 Due 
Final Reflection Essay Due 
_______________________________________________ 
 
 
	


