
SOA 356: Wealth, Status & Power in America Fall 2021 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth  Fully On-line 
Instructor: Jean Robertson Email: Course Messages OR jrobertson@umassd.edu  
Office: By e-mail, phone or virtual by appointment 
Prerequisite: SOA 101 or SOA 111 
 
Course Description 
The study of the various ways in which wealth, status and power interact. A sociological analysis of the ways 
in which a person's stratified rank influences their life opportunities in American society. Different societies 
assign their members to higher and lower positions of prestige, power, and possessions. In this course you 
will get a general introduction to political sociology, theories of inequality, social ranking, power, the sociology 
of elites and the impact of increasing globalization in American society. Cross-listed with ANT 356, LST 356 
 
Course Goals and Learning Objectives 
While the concept of inequality is commonly comprehensible, the mechanisms that reproduce or reinforce 
inequality are subtle, often hidden from plain view and the subject of much debate. In this course we will 
examine America’s struggle with class differences that clash with our “ideal concept of culture.” While many 
courses focus on poverty in America we will focus on wealth and examine the process of wealth accumulation 
and its relationship to status. Sociology not only sheds light on the complex relationships between wealth, 
status and power but through theory it attempts to explain them. The course examines different theories that 
account for the rise of inequality, the processes through which inequality is both reproduced and changed. We 
will examine the impact of globalization on wealth accumulation and power.  Finally we will discuss 
contemporary opportunities and ideas for reducing inequality.  
Specifically, this course has the following learning objectives:  

1. To introduce students to the varied micro and macro dimensions of class and wealth inequality. 
2. To equip students with sociological concepts to understand and analyze inequality in America. 
3. To address how wealth, status and power can coalesce, reinforcing each other.  
4. To show that while wealth, status and power can coalesce, dynamic change can also occur. 
5. To understand the impact of globalization on wealth accumulation and reproduction. 
6. To give students the opportunity to think of effective ways that could reduce inequality in the United 

States and in the world in general.  
 
Assessment of Program Learning Objectives  
Program Learning Objectives will be assessed through writing assignments, individual research, on-line 
discussion boards, and film reviews.  
 
Reading  
The reading for this course is from professional peer reviewed sources, all these short articles will be 
available on my courses and or through the Carney Library website.  
 
Film 
The films for this course will be available on my courses via link.  Most are available free of charge on 
Kanopy.  
 
Communication Plan  
Please use email when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a 
nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, you can either post the 
question in the appropriate discussion board forum or use e-mail. In all electronic communications students 
should be respectful of one another.  
 
Time Considerations  
For a regular 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours per week of out-of-class work are 
required on reading and on course assignments. Save backup copies of all important assignments, including 
discussion postings. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! Students are expected to complete 
assigned reading each week and to participate in classroom discussion. The discussion should go beyond 
repeating or agreeing with peers comments they should:  
• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator. Ask insightful questions.  
• Answer other people’s questions.  



• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible.  
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives.  
Ideas for Substantive Participation Include:  
• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that 

are related to the course.  
• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course.  
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on 

an idea that is being discussed.  
• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week. If you need more information, ask 

the participants a question about the week's reading.  
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback.  
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your 

personal and professional life.  
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course, (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual 
page).  

 
Course Schedule Topic and Reading  
 
Week 1  Classless: Ideal Culture in America Bartels, “The Defining Challenge of Our Times.”  
 
Week 2 Class In America: The Reality Wysong & Perrucci. “…	Class Analysis…” 
  Film: People Like Us – Social Class in America 
Week 3 Wealth: Not Income Saez & Zucman. “.. Income and Wealth Inequality…” 
 
Week 4  Wealth and Status Volscho,  “The Rise of the Super-Rich..” 
  Film: Born Rich 
Week 5 Modern Patterns of Segregation Cain, “15 Years after ’Born Rich’…” 
      Film: Gates and Ghettos 
Week 6 Elite Institutions Brint,  “Where Ivy Matters…” 
      Warikoo, What Meritocracy Means…”  
Week 7 Theoretical Perspectives Domhoff, G. “… a Four-Network Theory of Power” 
 
Week 8 Power: Interlocking Directorates Khan, “The Sociology of Elites.” 
  Film: Park Avenue: Money, Power & The American Dream 
Week 9 Power: A Ruling Class? Lyson, “Big Business and Community Welfare..” 
  Film: Dark Money	
Week 10 Fault Lines: Fracture and Division   Film: Million Dollar School Board 
 
Week 11 Globalization Jaumotte,  “Rising Income Inequality: …Globalization?” 
 
Week12 Addressing Inequality Norton, “Building a Better America…” 
 
Week 13 Classless Society: Ideal or Myth  
 
Methods of Instruction  
Evaluation and Grading Breakdown:  
• Compare and Contrast Assignment on "Selected Topics" list will be provided. 20 pts  
• Film Reviews: (4) 40 pts  
• Weekly discussion and reflection 25 pts  
• Contemporary Interviews on the Topic of Class 15 pts  
Grading Scale: 

A+ 98-100 A 94–97 A-90-93 B+ 87 -89 B 84–86 B- 80–83 C+ 77-79 C 73–76 C-70-72 D+ 67-69 D 60–66 
F 00-59 

 
Academic Integrity 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and scholarly 
practice. A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the 



intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this 
University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty. 

The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a failure to 
understand required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional dishonesty. All students 
should read and understand the University’s Academic Integrity Policy, which can also be found in the 
Undergraduate Catalog. A student found responsible for academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary 
action, which may include dismissal from the University. 

Accommodations for Documented Disabilities 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to 
obtain equal access in a course, please meet with the course instructor at the beginning of the semester and 
provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is 
obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, Room 7136, 
508-999-8711. 
 
Emotional Health, Violence, Sexual Harassment, and Title IX 
The purpose of a University is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to 
encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and 
analytical thinking skills. In many classes, students and faculty examine and analyze challenging and 
controversial topics. 

If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the 
matter with the professor, or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, 508-999-
8648 or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 508-910-4584. In an 
emergency, contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. 

myCourses 
Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7: 

• Students can submit a request at IT Help or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8900 during 
normal business hours (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST). 

• During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at the Help 
Center. 

• Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found here: Online Support. 
 

Tutoring Support Services 
If you are having difficulty with a class, please: 

• Contact the instructor directly using the contact information listed on the syllabus. 
• Contact the Multiliteracy and Communication Center for help with writing and communication projects. 

Liberal Arts building, Rooms 219-221 

Incompletes 
According to both the Undergraduate Catalog and Graduate Catalog, an incomplete may be given only in 
exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the 
request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the 
incomplete grade (I), the grade will become an F(I). 
 


