
HST 343 – Ancient Greek Civilization (Fall 2021 Session I Online) 
September 1st – October 21st 2021 

 
Instructor: Dr. Crystal Lynn Lubinsky       
Email: clubinsky@umassd.edu 
 
Course Learning Objectives, in which students will: 
• comprehend how the Greek mainland and islands are melting pots of three distinct cultures 

leadings into the Archaic Age; 
• examine early Greek history along with the development of democracy in later city-states; 
• identify the religious beliefs of the ancient Greeks and explore how the Greeks searched for 

knowledge about their world; 
• describe the relationship between the rise of democracy and spread of new ideas in the 

poleis; 
• examine daily life in Athens including the home life, slavery, and public life; 
• investigate life in Sparta, effects of the Persian invasions, and the conflicts that the Athenian 

empire faced; 
• learn how King Phillip of Macedonia came to power and how Alexander the Great built his 

empire; 
• understand what role the conquests of Alexander the Great played in spreading Greek culture 

(Hellenism). 
 
Required Reading, buy or rent this textbook: 
Sarah Pomeroy, et al., A Brief History of Ancient Greece, 4th Edition (ISBN: 9780190925307), 
but an earlier edition would be fine! I chose this because it was only $25 for an e-book version 
and it was half the length of the longer textbook. 

• You will be reading about 80-100 pages a week from this textbook. Quizzes come 
directly from these readings. 

• I will also upload videos (which will either have Closed Captioning - YouTube videos 
have this option - or a detailed description of what is spoken in the video).  

• There will also be primary sources ("eye-witness" accounts), music, and myth... 
 
Late Assignment Policy (no deviation): 
The course is organized weekly, but is an asynchronous course (I figured that until the pandemic 
evens out, or gets better, then asynchronous is just easier for all). All assignments are open from 
the start! 
Except for the very introduction discussion board (due 9/5), every single primary source analysis 
paper, online quiz, essay, discussion board, etc. is due by midnight on the last day of class 
(10/21), electronically via MyCourses.   
After midnight on 10/21, all assignments are late with no exception (because you had all 
semester to finish them).  
However, I will accept late submissions. Submit missed assignments online ASAP, you have two 
days. Do not email me to get permission for this, this is an automatic late submission process. 
Penalty: 1-point penalty a day. MyCourses will not accept assignments after 2 days. The 
submission portals disappear. No make-up work and no extensions after the fact.  
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Assignments Values: 
I have decided against a large, thesis based, research paper as some of you are taking classes for 
online degrees and I do not know what type of libraries you have at your disposal or your 
previous training in thesis writing – therefore, I opted for shorter assignments. 
*You may complete all assignments early*  

 

A. Discussion Boards (combined 20 points of final grade).  
1. (5 pts.) Hello and Introduction Discussion Board, 200 word minimum.  

i. Start a thread, introduce yourself, talk about whatever, this is your social 
component of the class. Use this discussion board to ask questions later on 
as well. Due by Sunday 9/5 by midnight. No comments necessary for the 
grade, but I encourage banter.  

2. (15 pts.) “Greek Recipe and Society” discussion board, 200 word minimum.  
i. Find an obscure, and ancient, Minoan, Mycenaean, Dorian, Spartan, 

Ionian, Athenian, or etc. recipe.  
ii. Questions to answer with your posted recipe: Describe the ingredients, 

where this recipe originated, which class of society would enjoy this dish, 
etc.? Then post the recipe. If you make it, then take photos. No comments 
necessary for the grade, but I encourage banter. 

B. Essays (combined 50 points of final grade). 
1. (20 pts.) Small report, 600 word minimum 

i. “Strange fact not found in textbook.” Tests your ability to pick credible 
sources from online research, and your ability to structure your ideas 
within a formal, historical essay.  

ii. Focus on what interested you the most from the readings. Choose a 
person, event, or issue as your subject. Do some online research. You must 
look at credible web pages online. Look at your subject from many 
different angles – this is an exploration of possibilities and obscurity 
where creative and critical thinking can lead to new understandings. 

2. (20 pts.) Reaction to Pericles Funeral Oration – primary source analysis, 400 
word minimum. 

i. Read Pericles’ “Funeral Oration” and respond to the analysis questions in 
an essay-like written response, with relevant textual references to the texts. 
Read between the lines. 

ii. This is a document analysis. 
iii. Analysis questions: What is the genre of this and what are the speaker’s 

intentions within it? What is the real purpose of his speech? 
iv. Read the guide “How to Write a Document Analysis.” Let these questions 

guide your essay: Why should citizens fight to defend their city? How 
does Pericles depict the men who have died? How should the good citizen 
feel about their death? How does this speech allude to their 
democratic/social ideals? How does this eulogy hold multiple purposes 
(agendas)? 
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3. (10 pts.) Final Exam taken from Chapter 12 of the textbook. Instructions online. 

i. I want you to be able to define Hellenism, in all its details and 
components, and be able to reference something that was forever 
influenced by Hellenism. 

ii. No minimum length. Treat this as if you were sitting in a class writing an 
exam in person. Answer the essay questions, in a full flowing, formal 
essay, until you feel as though you have answered them thoroughly.  

C. Six reading quizzes, taken from the readings, pdf handouts, and videos. (combined 30 
points of grade) 

1. Not every week will have a reading quiz. 
2. Based on the textbook – ensures that you are keeping up with the readings, 

satisfying one of the learning goals for this course. 
 

Grades:  
• My pet peeve: Average work is 75 (C). Unfinished work is not average work. If you do not 

meet minimal requirements, then your grade starts at C- and you lose points from there. We 
cannot live in a world in which average means ‘unfinished.’ Average means all basics are 
there, but no more – a standard paper is a C+. ‘B’ goes beyond and is good. ‘A’ is excellent. 
Short papers make Ds and Fs.  

 A – (93 – 100)    C+  – (77 – 79.9) 
 A-  – (90 – 92.9)   C – (73 – 76.9) 
 B+  – (87 – 89.9)   C-  – (70 – 72.9) 
 B – (83 – 86.9)   D – (60 – 69.9) 
 B-  – (80 – 82.9)   F –  Below 60 
 
University (Provost) Policies 
• Academic Integrity: Do not plagiarize. In the past, I have searched for hours for suspicious papers online and 

have found them. You receive a non-negotiable zero. The Academic Integrity Policy specifies our institutional 
expectations for honesty/integrity in the learning environment. The policy explains violations of academic 
integrity and the penalties associated with those violations. 
http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm 

• Students with disabilities: If you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with me at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success.  

• Incompletes: You must ask in advance for an ‘I’ – Things happen, but you need signatures on a form so do not 
wait until after the end of the semester. Student must be passing the course at the time of the request or 
sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete 
grade, the registrar will change the grade to an F (I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of 
the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (e.g., a medical issue) must exist. If you 
believe that you need an incomplete, please e-mail me stating your reasons for requesting an incomplete and 
give times when you will be available to discuss. 

• Course work expectation: Credit Hour Definition One credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended 
learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutionally established 
equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than: (1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction 
and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes 
exam week) for one semester or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. (2) At least an 
equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other academic activities as 
established by the institution, including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio work, and other academic 
work leading to the award of credit hours. Because this is a 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 
6 hours per week of out-of-class work are required. 
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