
 

 

 

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 
College of Nursing 

RN-BS Online Degree Program 
 

Course Information 
Course: NUR 306: Professional Nursing 
Section: 7101  
Semester: Fall 2021 (second 7-week session) 
Course dates: October 24 to December 11, 2021 
Mode: Online 
Course credits: 3 credits theory (150 minutes/week) 
Prerequisites: RN-BS students only; NUR 301 or RN-BS program director permission 
Add/Drop Deadline:   October 27, 2021 (Wednesday) 
Withdrawal Deadline:   November 30, 2021 (Monday) 
Academic calendar: https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/ 

 
Instructor 
Instructor: Usama Saleh, PhD, RN 
Email:  usaleh@umassd.edu 
Office Hours Online by appointment 

 
 
 

This is a professional role development course for RN students that focuses on three key processes used 
by the nurse to maximize health: promoting health, guiding persons through the health care experience 
and shaping the health care environment. Factors that impact professional nursing practice are 
considered through critical analysis of historical influences, philosophical perspectives, professional 
standards, economic forces and public policy. 
Emphasis is placed on introducing the theoretical basis for practice, and the development of critical 
thinking, scholarly writing, and communication skills. Course development was guided by the Essentials 
of Baccalaureate Education for Professional Nursing Practice (AACN, 2008), Cultural Competency in 
Baccalaureate Nursing Education (AACN, 2008), and Recommended Baccalaureate Competencies and 
Curricular Guidelines for the Nursing Care of Older Adults (AACN, 2010). 
 
 
 
Upon completion of this course, the student will: 

1. Demonstrate professional responsibility, accountability, and ethical decision making as 
the basis for delivering health care (meets Program Outcome 9). 

2. Appraise diverse populations and health disparities in individuals and families (meets Program 
Outcomes 3 & 7). 

3. Integrate information technology to facilitate communication and information retrieval (meets 
Program Outcome 4). 

4. Demonstrate critical thinking in oral and written expression (meets Program Outcome 6). 

Course Description 

Course Learning Outcomes 

https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/


5. Critique factors that influence the nurse's ability to maximize health of persons within 
the health care experience (meets Program Outcome 5). 

6. Analyze professional standards that guide nursing practice (meets Program Outcome 8). 
The Baccalaureate Program Outcomes can be found in the Undergraduate Curriculum Handbook, 
page 8, on the College website at https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/ 

 
 
 
Hood, L. J. (2018). Leddy & Pepper’s Conceptual Bases of Professional Nursing (9th ed.). Wolters Kluwer 

Health/Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.  
ISBN 13: 978-1-4963-5136-4  

American Psychological Association. (2019). Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association (7th ed.). American Psychological Association.  

 

Books are available through https://www.bkstr.com/umdstore/home 

Additional readings will be assigned and available to students through the course site.  A detailed 
overview of assignments can be found further below and on the course site.  All written work in the 
College is presented in APA (American Psychological Association) format.  The APA Publication Manual is 
strongly recommended for students.  Some APA resources are available on the course site.   
 

Computer Requirements:  https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/computer-requirements/ 
 
 
Technical support is available 24/7.   Students can submit a request at IT Help or call the Student Help 
desk at 508-999-8900 during normal business hours (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST). 
During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at the Help 
Center at: https://embanet.frontlinesvc.com/app/home/p/2146 
Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/ 
 

 
Expectations for electronic communication 
Please use email primarily; it is the best way to reach me. If the question you’d like to ask may benefit 
other students, post the question in the discussion forum. If I have not replied within 48 hours, please 
email me.  
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours. You can expect a reply from 
me via email within 24-48 hours during the work week. You may get an email reply sooner or during the 
weekend, but that would be an exception not the rule. 
I also check the discussion forums daily during the work week. I will post often during the first weeks of 
the course and then drop off in activity while expecting students to participate actively in discussions. I 
will post a comment if clarification is needed. 
 
 
Students needing assistance with writing are encouraged to seek assistance early in the semester.  
Students have access to E-tutor services via myCourses and the NUR 452 course main page. Academic 
support services, including one-on-one consultations and tutoring services, are available online.  Please 
use these resources early to aid you in your academic success.  If you are having difficulty with a class, 
please: 

1. Contact faculty immediately for any concerns regarding your academic progress 
2. Contact Michele Bourgeois, the RNBS Student Success Coordinator, mbourgeois1@umassd.edu  

Communication Plan 

Required Textbooks and Materials 

MyCourses Technical Support 

Academic Support Services 

https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/
https://www.bkstr.com/umdstore/home
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/computer-requirements/
https://embanet.frontlinesvc.com/app/home/p/2146
https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/
mailto:mbourgeois1@umassd.edu


3. The Multiliteracy and Communication Center (MCC) is a free tutoring service offering online 
appointments to all UMassD students.  Contact the Center for help with writing and 
communicating projects at:  https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/  

4. Contact the Academic Resource Center for tutoring assistance. 
 
 
Because this is a 3-credit course, students can expect to spend a minimum of 9 hours per week engaged 
in course activities online, assigned class work, and assigned reading. 
Federal credit-hour requirements:  
One credit-hour is the amount of work represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by 
evidence of student achievement that is an institutionally established equivalency that reasonably 
approximates not less than: 

1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class  
student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one 
semester or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. 

2) At least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for other 
academic activities as established by the institution, including laboratory work, internships, 
practica, studio work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours. 

 
 
Student substantive participation in Discussions should: 

 Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to 
peer’s comments 

 Ask insightful questions and/or answer other people’s questions 
 Support comments with scholarly evidence and practice experience 
 Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 
 Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ 

experiences that are related to the course. 
 Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
 Offer a different perspective on an idea that is being discussed or reflective insight 
 Discuss a work issue that is related to the course and ask for feedback 
 Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to 

your professional life. 
 Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to explore course 

topics (it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page). You must follow APA format 
and cite all references. 

 
 
Teaching Practices, Learning Methods, and Evaluation: 
Teaching and learning are ongoing, dynamic processes.  Core nursing concepts are presented to 
students using a variety of formats to promote learning: 

 Narrated lecture presentations of key issues and topics, web links, and videos 
 Assigned readings, critical thinking exercises, and case study scenarios 
 Discussion participation and reflection on knowledge, concepts, and topics 
 Written assignments 

Grading: 
A passing grade is 77 (C+) or better. Grading follows the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth grading 
system and the College academic grading policies found in the Student Handbooks: 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/  
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/ 

Coursework Expectations 

Communication Expectations 

Methods of Instruction and Grading 

https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/
https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/


The student’s grade will be based on: 

Assignment Grade Percent Week Due 

Online Discussion Board assignments     25% Weekly 

Concept Map 15% Week 1 

IOM Future of Nursing Written Assignment  25% Week 3 

Quality Improvement & Safety Written Assignment 25% Week 6 

Professional E-portfolio  10% Week 7 
 
Teaching-Learning Responsibilities of Faculty: 

1. To guide the learner through assignments and discussions. 
2. To construct assignments that foster critical thinking and support professional development. 
3. To provide written guidelines for assessment of learner performance and timely feedback of 

discussions and assignments. 
4. To be available for telephone or virtual conference with students weekly throughout the 

semester by appointment.    
 
Responsibilities of the Student: 

1. To demonstrate commitment to the exploration of ideas and issues related to course content. 
2. To be self-directed and communicate learning needs, questions, and concerns. 
3. To take accountability for reviewing course content and discussions on a regular basis, weekly or 

more often, throughout the semester. 
4. To take responsibility to contact faculty when experiencing issues/concerns or difficulty related 

to course content and assignments. 
5. To engage in the online class and actively participate in on-line discussions. 
6. To complete all course assignments on the designated due date.  
7. To treat peers and faculty with respect to promote a positive academic atmosphere, to 

communicate professionally and respectfully, and to use proper on-line etiquette when posting 
discussions.  

8. To follow the University Student Code of Conduct Policy found in the Student Handbook at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/ 

9. To cite all references and sources used and to be mindful of plagiarism and academic dishonesty 
standards. 

10. To submit assignments on time by the due date listed.   
11. Due to the nature of on-line courses, students are highly encouraged to keep copies of all their 

discussion postings as well as assignments.  CITS archives courses at the end of each semester so 
course postings aren’t available. 

 
Late Assignments: 

Assignments not submitted by the due date will not be accepted UNLESS the student obtains 
faculty permission BEFORE the assignment due date.  Request for extension AFTER due date may not be 
considered. .  If an assignment is submitted late without faculty approval, 10% will be deducted for each 
day assignment is late. Assignments submitted later than 5 days will receive a 0. 
 
Double check any online submissions as you are responsible for making sure the document submitted 
is the correct document.  I will grade what was submitted so please double check that any work or 
documents you submit are correct and that the work submitted is your final work. 
 
Attendance: 



This course is delivered in an online format that includes module assignments, narrated lectures, web 
links and videos, and engaging in lively online discussions. Learning is maximized through sustained 
weekly online participation.  Students are expected to complete assignments on time as indicated in the 
class schedule.  Students are encouraged to make an appointment with the instructor early in the 
semester for any concerns. 
 
 
UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual violence 
apply to all learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they are taught. This 
applies to all UE face-to-face, off campus, blended, and online courses. Please see the Office of Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusion brochure for information at  
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcod
eofconduct/ 
 
 
 
Academic Integrity and Ethical Standards:   

All U Mass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity 
and scholarly practice. A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning 
and respect for the intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to 
the mission of this University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty. A student found 
responsible for academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action, which may include dismissal 
from the University.  

The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a result of a 
failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional dishonesty. 
All students should read and understand the University’s Academic Integrity Policy. Academic 
dishonesty and plagiarism are serious academic offenses.  Please review the Student Handbook for 
academic regulations and procedures.  Examples of academic dishonesty include but are not limited to 
cheating on examinations, submitting written material that is the work of others, purchasing papers 
over the Internet, unauthorized use of course supplemental materials, or unauthorized use of computer 
files of a student or faculty member.  The Student Handbook can be found at: 
https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/ 

Students cannot use the internet and/or supplemental materials in any way that violates the U 
Mass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy. Any violation of academic honesty is a serious 
offense and is therefore subject to an appropriate penalty. Faculty may refer any incident to the Director 
of Student Conduct and Dispute Resolution for further action. The University Academic Integrity Policy 
can be found in the Student Handbook.  

In addition to university policies for academic integrity and conduct, nursing students must 
adhere to the College of Nursing and Health Sciences Nursing Program polices on Academic Dishonesty, 
Competence and Good Moral Character. These policies hold nursing students to a higher standard as 
required by the profession and regulatory bodies. These policies are found in the Undergraduate 
Nursing Student Handbook at: https://www.umassd.edu/nursing/student-handbooks/  

Nursing students have the obligation to behave in a way that is consistent with the standards of 
professional nursing practice. Students are expected to consistently conduct themselves in a respectful, 
professional, and ethical manner. Each student must take the individual responsibility in the choices 
s/he makes, and this is equally important in the responsibility of learning and understanding of any/all 
materials that are presented in the nursing program. 

To maintain academic, as well as professional, integrity, students are prohibited from selling, 
distributing, copying, website posting, texting, email or publishing: faculty-created Course Lecture 
Notes; handouts; recordings; presentations, care plans; concept maps; assignments, test information, 
confidential information, or any material identified by faculty. 

Academic Policies 

Course Conduct 
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Safe Assign: 
This course uses Safe Assign for assignment submissions to identify possible instances of 

plagiarism. Suspect assignments include those without references cited, with sections copied directly 
from sources without citing, or with writing styles not representative of college student work. Submitted 
assignments will be included in the UMass Dartmouth assignment database, which is used solely for 
detecting possible plagiarism during the grading process during current and future semesters. 
Title IX Statement: 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of 
ideas, to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of 
critical and analytical thinking skills. In many classes, including this one, students and faculty examine 
and analyze challenging and controversial topics. If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic 
stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the matter with the professor or seek out confidential 
resources available from the Counseling Center, http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/ , 508-999-8648 
or - 8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ , 508-910-4584.  

In an emergency contact the Department of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. UMass 
Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty follow 
UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, 
and/or violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include 
but are not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and 
stalking. While faculty are often able to help students locate appropriate channels of assistance on 
campus, disclosure by the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty member inform the 
University’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help 
ensure that the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the 
disclosure not be shared. For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to 
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/  
Incomplete Policy: 

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional 
circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or 
be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the 
incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 
70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must 
exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state 
your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 
 
 

  
Online Discussion Postings and Peer Responses 

Discussions are an opportunity to critically current issues in nursing, review nursing literature, 
and reflect on these issues and your clinical experience. Discussion Assignments are due on specific 
course weeks. See course modules for specific information. 

 Students are expected to post 2-3 substantial paragraphs (single-spaced) for their initial 
discussion post.  It is also expected that you connect your discussion to the course readings and 
scholarly peer-reviewed literature to support your discussion.  Citations and references must be in APA 
format.   

Students are expected to post an initial discussion and participate in the discussion forum by 
responding to 2 posts by other students.  Initial discussions should be posted by 1159 pm EST Friday 
and responses posted by 1159 pm EST Sunday.  Response to other students should be 1-2 substantive 
paragraphs and not just simply agreeing with the previous post.  
 

Course Assignments 

http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/
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Grading Criteria for Discussion Postings 
Assignments must be written in your own words. Evidence of plagiarism will result in a score of ZERO 
for the assignment. Suspect assignments will be submitted to SafeAssign. 

Criteria Performance Indicators 
Does not meet standard (25%) Needs Improvement (50%) Acceptable (75%) Exemplary (100%) 

Assignment 
Submission & 
Length     10% 

Not posted on time. Very brief 
and incomplete. Several parts of 
assignment are missing. 

Not posted on time or is very 
brief or incomplete. Several 
parts of assignment are 
missing. 

Posted on time but it is brief. 
One component needs further 
work. 

Posted on time and meets length 
criteria. Fully completed all 
assignment components. 

Quality of 
Discussion     
50% 

Discussion does not show depth 
of thought, knowledge of topic, 
or connection to readings. No 
reflection on how concepts 
connect to or impact nursing 
practice. Posting consists of 
opinions, feelings, and 
impressions. Presented in a 
disorganized fashion. No 
reference to readings. 

Discussion does not show clear 
reflection on and understanding 
of topic. Poor development of 
ideas. Many opinions 
expressed with little or no 
reference to the readings. Little 
reflection of how concepts 
connect to nursing practice. 
Little connection to readings. 

Discussion is presented in a 
logical, easy to follow manner 
but needs more development. 
Ideas need more development 
and connection to readings and 
nursing practice. Shows 
understanding but few citations 
or examples are given to 
illustrate concepts. References 
assigned reading. 
 

Detailed discussion shows 
clear understanding and 
thoughtful analysis of readings 
and connection to nursing 
practice. The work is focused, 
logical, and clearly organized. 
Main points are strong and 
clear. Effectively used citations 
and references from the 
readings to illustrate points, 
ideas, and reflection.  

Response to 
other students 
35% 

Little to no engagement with 
peers. Responses to peers are 
late.  Did not communicate 
respectfully to others. 

Responses were brief, 
incomplete, and did not include 
reference to course readings.  
Little connection to nursing 
practice. May not have 
communicated respectfully. 

Responses are supportive but 
need further development, 
including reference to course 
readings and connection to 
nursing practice. 
Communicated respectfully. 

Communicated effectively, 
respectfully, and professionally. 
Responses are supportive and 
include evidence from course 
readings and published 
literature. 

Grammar/ 
Writing/ APA 
Format    5 % 

APA format for citations and 
references is not used. Used 
more than 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled or 
improperly used words. Did not 
cite references. 

Used 3 or 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled 
or improperly used words. 
APA format for citations or 
references is incorrect.  

Used 2 - 3 incomplete sentences 
and/or misspelled or improperly 
used words. Minor APA format 
errors in citations or references. 

Used correct grammar and 
sentences. No more than 1 or 
2 misspelled or improperly 
used words. Correct APA 
format. Cited references 
correctly. 

 
 
Concept Map Assignment 

Concept maps help students and registered nurses make connections between assessment, 
nursing diagnosis, pathophysiology, nursing interventions, and desired outcomes. Although concept 
maps are not necessarily used in the daily life of a nurse, they are helpful in teaching nurses, patients, 
and family members. 
 For this assignment, you will identify a patient-centered topic and develop a Concept Map, 
similar to Figure 7.2 on pg. 166 in Hood (2018).  Your Concept Map must include a brief 
description/definition of the topic, nursing assessment, nursing diagnosis, pathophysiology, nursing 
interventions, cultural considerations, and desired outcomes.  

In addition, you will write a 1-page summary of the Concept Map as though you were explaining 
it to a patient. 

Concept Map Grading Criteria 
Assignments must be written in your own words. Evidence of plagiarism will result in a score of ZERO 
for the assignment. Suspect assignments will be submitted to SafeAssign. 

Criteria Performance Indicators 
Does not meet standard (25%) Needs Improvement (50%) Acceptable (75%) Exemplary (100%) 



Concept Map 
(50%) 

Missing 3 or more nursing 
assessment components and 
information is incomplete. 
Disorganized and very difficult to 
follow. 

Missing 1 or 2 nursing 
assessment components or 
information is incomplete. 
Disorganized and difficult to 
follow. 

Includes all nursing 
assessment components but 
needs more development. 
Somewhat disorganized and 
difficult to follow. 

Includes all nursing 
assessment components. 
Detailed, logical, organized, 
and easy to follow. 

Education 
(45%) 

Not presented clearly or 
logically. Information is 
incomplete and missing key 
components. Disorganized and 
very difficult to follow. 

Minimal information presented 
and is incomplete. Information 
is disorganized and difficult to 
follow or understand. 

Information presented clearly 
but needs more development. 
Minimal disorganization. 
Information is somewhat 
difficult to follow. 

Information is detailed and 
complete and presented clearly 
Logical, organized, and easy to 
follow. 

Grammar/ 
Writing/ APA 
Format    5% 

APA format for citations and 
references is not used. Used 
more than 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled or 
improperly used words. Did not 
cite references. 

Used 3 or 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled 
or improperly used words. 
APA format for citations or 
references is incorrect.  

Used 2 - 3 incomplete sentences 
and/or misspelled or improperly 
used words. Minor APA format 
errors in citations or references. 

No more than 1 or 2 
misspelled or improperly used 
words. Cited references 
correctly. 

 
 

Written Assignment on IOM Future of Nursing Perspectives on Professional Nursing 
One significant influencer of professional nursing is the Institute of Medicine’s (IOM) Future of 

Nursing Report.  An understanding of the recommendations provides nurses a valuable perspective of 
where the nursing profession is heading. 
 
For this assignment, review the Institute of Medicine’s Future of Nursing Report:  

1. Review the highlights of the Future of Nursing Report here:  Highlights of the Future of Nursing 
2030 report 

2. Review the recommendations here:  Recommendations 
3. Review the 8 recommendations and identify 1 recommendation for this paper.  
4. Complete the written assignment 

 
From the prospective of a professional nurse discuss the recommendation you have chosen, based on 
the outlined criteria below.  Incorporate supporting evidence from course readings, nursing literature, 
and the IOM report into your discussion.  Your APA format paper should be 2-3 pages long (not including 
the reference page).  A minimum of 4 scholarly references are required. 
 
Assignment Guidelines:  Make sure you discuss each of these components: 

1. Summarize and describe the recommendation and its impact on the profession of nursing. 
2. Describe the impact of the recommendation on health care policy. 
3. Describe actions that could be taken at the nurse and nurse leader level to support the 

implementation of the recommendation at the local and national level. 
 
Assignment Grading Criteria 
Assignments must be written in your own words. Evidence of plagiarism will result in a score of ZERO 
for the assignment. Suspect assignments will be submitted to SafeAssign. 

Criteria Performance Indicators 
Does not meet standard (25%) Needs Improvement (50%) Acceptable (75%) Exemplary (100%) 

Summary and 
description of 
recommendation 
and its impact 
on nursing 

30% 

Does not show depth of thought 
or summary of the IOM 
recommendation and its impact 
on nursing. Presented in a 
disorganized fashion. Does not 
connect course readings and 

Does not show clear reflection 
on and summary of the IOM  
recommendation and its impact 
on nursing. Poor development 
of ideas. Many opinions 
expressed with little or no 

Presented in a logical, easy to 
follow manner but needs more 
development of reflection on 
and summary of the IOM 
recommendation and its impact 
on nursing. Shows 

Detailed reflection on and 
summary of the IOM 
recommendation and its 
impact on nursing. Shows 
clear understanding and 
thoughtful analysis of readings 

https://www.nap.edu/resource/25982/Highlights_Future%20of%20Nursing_4.30.21_final.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/resource/25982/Highlights_Future%20of%20Nursing_4.30.21_final.pdf
https://www.nap.edu/resource/25982/Recommendations_Future%20of%20Nursing_final.pdf


 scholarly references to the topic 
or nursing practice. Little to no 
reference to readings. 
Not posted on time. Very brief 
and incomplete. Several parts 
of assignment are missing. 

reference to the readings.  
Does not logically or fully 
connect course readings and 
scholarly references to the topic 
or nursing practice. Citations 
and references are missing or 
incomplete. Several 
components are missing. 

understanding but ideas need 
a little more development and 
connection to readings and 
nursing practice. Posted on 
time but one component needs 
further work. 

and connection to nursing 
practice. Main points are 
focused, logical, and clearly 
organized. Effectively used 
citations and references from 
the readings to illustrate points, 
ideas, and reflection. Posted 
on time and meets length 
criteria. 

Description of 
impact of 
recommendation 
on health care 
policy  
30% 
 

Does not show depth of thought 
or discussion of the impact of 
the recommendation on health 
care policy. Presented in a 
disorganized fashion. Little to 
no connection to readings and 
scholarly references. Not 
posted on time. Very brief and 
incomplete. 

Does not show clear reflection 
on or discussion of the impact 
of the recommendation on 
health care policy. Discussion is 
incomplete and needs more 
development. Does not logically 
or fully connect to readings and 
scholarly references. Citations 
and references are missing or 
incomplete. Several 
components are missing. 

Presented in a logical, easy to 
follow manner but needs more 
discussion of the impact of the 
recommendation on health 
care policy. Shows 
understanding but ideas need 
a little more development and 
connection to readings and 
scholarly references. 

Detailed reflection and 
discussion of the impact of the 
recommendation on health 
care policy. Main points are 
focused, logical, and clearly 
organized. Effectively used 
citations and references to 
illustrate points, ideas, and 
reflection. Posted on time and 
meets length criteria. 

Description of 
nursing actions 
to support 
implementation 
of 
recommendation 
at local and 
national levels  
30% 
 

Does not show depth of thought 
or discussion of nursing actions 
to support implementation of 
recommendation at local and 
national levels. Presented in a 
disorganized fashion. Little to 
no connection to readings and 
scholarly references. Not 
posted on time. Very brief and 
incomplete. 

Does not show clear reflection 
on or discussion of nursing 
actions to support 
implementation of 
recommendation at local and 
national levels. Discussion is 
incomplete and needs more 
development. Does not logically 
or fully connect to readings and 
scholarly references. 

Presented in a logical, easy to 
follow manner but needs more 
discussion of nursing actions to 
support implementation of 
recommendation at local and 
national levels. Shows 
understanding but ideas need 
a little more development and 
connection to readings and 
scholarly references. 

Detailed reflection and 
discussion of nursing actions 
to support implementation of 
recommendation at local and 
national levels. Main points 
focused, logical, and clearly 
organized. Effectively used 
citations and references to 
illustrate points, ideas, and 
reflection. Posted on time and 
meets length criteria.  

Grammar/ 
Writing/ APA 
Format 
10% 
 

APA format for citations and 
references is not used. Used 
more than 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled or 
improperly used words. Did not 
cite references. 

Used 3 or 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled 
or improperly used words. 
APA format for citations or 
references is incorrect.  

Used 2 - 3 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled or 
improperly used words. Minor 
APA format errors in citations or 
references. 

Used correct grammar and 
sentences. No more than 1 or 
2 misspelled or improperly 
used words. Correct APA 
format. Cited references 
correctly. 

 
Written Assignment: Quality Improvement  
Quality improvement activities are a critical part of professional nursing.  Therefore, identifying areas 
that can benefit from quality or performance improvement and understanding the steps of quality 
improvement are essential to the daily care provided by nurses. 

 
1. Describe a critical incident OR pick one of the case studies provided in the course module 

a. Include what happened, how it happened, and time of day the event occurred. 
b. Describe the events/components contributing to the critical incident.  
c. Identify the roles (not persons' names) of others involved in the incident.  
d. Describe how the incident was handled. 

2. Using the Route Cause Analysis method, identify and analyze the issues (human & systems-
related) that contributed to the critical incident. Your critical thinking should be evident in your 
analysis of the incident.  Root Cause Analysis Steps:  

a. What is the problem? 
b. Why did it happen? 
c. What can be done to prevent it from occurring again? 



3. Chose 1 component/issue from the critical incident and search the online UMD library for 4-5 
scholarly articles about this issue/topic. This component can relate to a systems issue, a specific 
procedure, medication delivery, standard of care issue, or any aspect of nursing practice that 
occurred during the incident.   

a. Summarize the literature articles about this issue/topic.   
b. Based on the literature evidence, describe appropriate outcomes assessment methods 

that could be used to evaluate quality improvement for this issue.  How would we 
evaluate prevention of future critical incidents? 

4. Create a nursing care policy for quality improvement 
a. Use the evidence from the articles to create a nursing care policy (1-2 pages) that would 

provide quality improvement measures to address the issue you selected in step 3 
above, from a preventative frame of reference, that would possibly minimize the issue 
in the future.   

b. You can follow the policy format of the healthcare organization that you work in or 
create one of your own.  

c. Include: Title of the policy, Purpose of the policy, and Description of the 
Process/Procedure steps 

5. References must be in APA format and listed on a separate References page  
6. This assignment should be 3-4 pages in length, including the attached nursing care policy; not 

including your APA reference page. 
7. Follow APA format for your paper and your citations and reference page. 

 
Assignment Grading Criteria 
Assignments must be written in your own words. Evidence of plagiarism will result in a score of ZERO 
for the assignment. Suspect assignments will be submitted to SafeAssign. 

Criteria Performance Indicators 
Does not meet standard (25%) Needs Improvement (50%) Acceptable (75%) Exemplary (100%) 

Describes the 
critical incident 
and components 
or events 
contributing to 
the incident 

30% 

Presented in a disorganized 
fashion. Very brief and 
incomplete. Significant 
components are missing from 
description of critical incident 
and Route Cause Analysis. 
Reflection and critical thinking 
are not evident. 

Poor development of 
description of and reflection on 
the critical event. Uses the 
Route Cause Analysis method 
to identify and analyze the 
incident but 2 or more 
components need further 
development. 
 

Presented in a logical, easy to 
follow manner but needs more 
development of description of 
and reflection on the critical 
event. Uses the Route Cause 
Analysis method to identify 
and analyze the incident but 1 
or 2 components need further 
development. 

Describes the critical incident 
and components or events 
contributing to the incident. 
Reflection and critical thinking 
about the incident are evident. 
Uses the Route Cause 
Analysis method to identify 
and analyze the incident. Main 
points are focused, logical, 
and clearly organized. 

Summary of EBP 
literature on issue 
identified from 
incident 
30% 

Discussion is very disorganized 
and difficult to follow. 3 or more 
components need further 
development in summary of 
literature findings and 
identification of outcomes 
assessment methods to 
evaluate quality improvement 
for the issue. Did not use 
citations and references from 
readings and literature. 

Discussion is difficult to follow 
and 2 or more components 
need further development in 
summary of literature findings 
and identification of outcomes 
assessment methods to 
evaluate quality improvement 
for the issue. Did not effectively 
use citations and references 
from readings and literature. 

Presented in a logical, easy to 
follow manner but 1 or 2 
components need further 
development in summary of 
literature findings and 
identification of outcomes 
assessment methods to 
evaluate quality improvement 
for the issue. Effectively used 
citations and references from 
readings and literature. 

Summary of literature findings 
are clearly and concisely 
communicated in relation to 
critical incident. Identified 
appropriate outcomes 
assessment methods to 
evaluate quality improvement 
for the issue. Effectively used 
citations and references from 
readings and literature. 

EBP nursing care 
policy          
30% 

Presented in a disorganized 
fashion. Very brief and 
incomplete. 3 or more 
components of policy 
development are missing. Little 

Presentation is difficult to follow 
and 2or more components 
need further development. 
Connection to EBP literature 
needs more 

Presented in a logical, easy to 
follow manner but 1 or 2 
components need further 
development. Connection to 
EBP literature needs slightly 

Main points of policy are 
logical, clear and concise. All 
components are clearly 
developed. Effectively 
connects policy to EBP 



 to no connection to EBP 
literature. 

development.  more development. literature. 

Grammar/ Writing/ 
APA Format 
10% 

APA format for citations and 
references is not used. Used 
more than 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled or 
improperly used words. Did not 
cite references. Submitted late. 
Does not meet length criteria. 

Used 3 or 4 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled 
or improperly used words. 
APA format for citations or 
references is incorrect. Posted 
on time. 

Used 2 - 3 incomplete 
sentences and/or misspelled or 
improperly used words. Minor 
APA format errors in citations 
or references. Posted on time 
and meets length criteria. 
 

Used correct grammar and 
sentences. No more than 1 
or 2 misspelled or improperly 
used words. Correct APA 
format. Cited references 
correctly. Posted on time and 
meets length criteria. 

 
 
E-portfolio 

An E-portfolio is an electronic folder collection of relevant professional documents, awards, and 
accomplishments that showcases and provides evidence of your progression as a baccalaureate-
prepared nurse and the expert knowledge you have acquired over time.  E-portfolios play a substantive 
role in documenting your achievement of nursing competencies.   

E-portfolios contain: a professional photo, evidence from nursing courses taken and programs of 
study, evidence from continuing education attended, writing samples (which might include several 
drafts to show development and improvement), class projects created, examples of leadership, 
performance evaluations, awards, and recommendations.   

Your E-portfolio for this assignment will include:  
 a professional photo 
 cover letter and resume 
 assignments from NUR 301 and NUR 306 
 recent performance evaluation 

 relevant professional documents (CE 
certificates or other Certifications) 

 awards and recommendations (if 
available)

Continue to add evidence of your nursing competency as you complete other RN-BS courses and awards. 

Grading Criteria: 
 

Criteria Performance Indicators 
Does not meet standard (25%) Needs Improvement (50%) Acceptable (75%) Exemplary (100%) 

E=portfolio 
100% 

4 components are missing or 
incomplete. 

3 components are missing or 
incomplete. 

1 - 2 components are missing 
or incomplete. 

All components are included 
and complete. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
course site opens Sunday, October 24 
course week runs Monday to Sunday 
 

Week Concept Topic Learning Activities 
Week 1 

10/25–10/31 
Exploring Professional Baccalaureate Nursing: 

Nursing practice regulations  
Governing organizations 
Collaborative relationships 
Relationship-based culture of care 

Read Ch. 1, 5, & 7 in Hood (2018) 
Complete module activities 
Discussion assignment on professionalism due Friday 
Concept Map due Sunday 

Last day to add/drop courses: October 27, 2021 
Week 2 

11/1–11/7 
The Healthcare Environment:  

Diverse Populations 
Health Disparities 
Social Justice 

Read Ch. 11 & 13 in Hood (2018) 
Complete module activities 
Discussion assignment on health inequality due Friday 
Response to 2 other posts due Sunday 

Week 3 
11/8–11/14 

The Future of Nursing   
Perspectives on Professional Nursing 
IOM report on The Future if Nursing 

Read Ch. 22 in Hood (2018) 
Complete module activities 
Written assignment: The Future of Nursing due Sunday 

Week 4 
11/15–11/21 

Baccalaureate Professional Nursing 
Accountability 
Interprofessional Partnerships 

Read Ch. 12 & 21 in Hood (2018) 
Complete module activities 
Discussion assignment due Friday 
Response to 2 other posts due Sunday 
Update your E-portfolio 

Week 5 
11/22–11/28 

Healthcare Initiatives, Public Policy, and 
Systems-Based Practice 
 
 
Thanksgiving November 25 

Read Ch. 19 in Hood (2018) 
Complete module activities 
Complete Required Course Evaluations  
Discussion assignment due Sunday; response is optional 
this week 

Last day to withdraw from courses: November 30, 2021 
Week 6 

11/29–12/5 
The Healthcare Environment:  

Evidence-based Practice 
Quality and Safety 
Quality Improvement 

Read Ch. 10 & 18 in Hood (2018) 
Complete module activities 
Quality Improvement Written Assignment due Sunday 

Week 7 
12/6–12/12 

Nursing as a Profession 
Resiliency and Self-care 

Read Ch. 8 in Hood (2018) 
Complete module activities 
Submit complete E-portfolio due Sunday 
Discussion assignment due Sunday; response is optional 
this week 

 
This syllabus is a guide. Every attempt is made to provide an accurate overview of the course.  However, 
circumstances and events may make it necessary for faculty to modify the syllabus during the semester and may 
depend, in part, on the progress, needs, and experiences of the students.  Any change will be made with advance 
notice to the students.  

Fall 2021 NUR 306 Course Schedule 


