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Course Description 
In this introductory course, we will focus on Shakespearean drama and how to read it. Our task is part 
literary analysis, part history, and part cultural studies. Taking the view that Shakespeare’s plays remain a 
significant cultural touchpoint in English language literature and culture, our goal is to understand how 
knowing Shakespeare’s plays provides cultural grounding for us. How do these plays help us understand the 
material conditions, values, and attitudes of Renaissance England? Of our own time? What do we learn 
about human experience? What can we learn about how we construct our social and cultural institutions 
and expectations? 

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 

Objectives 

Our objectives this semester are to: 

 Develop the skills to read Shakespeare’s language closely with attention to the language and the
intention to understand, respond, and interpret

 Understand the text as situated for audiences in a particular context, whether the first audience
(Renaissance England context) or later audiences (such as for film or stage adaptations) and develop
our knowledge about the texts by exploring historical context

 Create contemporary connections by exploring how the plays help us understand our own moment in
time and appreciate Shakespeare as a master of a range of human experiences and emotions

 Understand the plays as living texts accessible to our understanding, responsive to our questions, and
open to interpretation

Outcomes 

At the end of this course, you will be able to: 

DRAFT
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 Read and paraphrase the play’s language 

 Use close reading to support an interpretation (such as of a character or scene in relation to the whole) 

 Describe the variations and depictions of humankind in Shakespeare plays and why these matter to its 
first audience and to us 

 Describe how a particular performance engages with the play text and creates its interpretation of 
character or action 

More generally, English 200 is a University Studies Cluster 3 – The Cultural World: Aesthetic and Interpretive 
Understanding course. ENL 200 fulfills the 3A requirement. The objectives and outcomes of these courses 
are described on the UMassD web site: 

Cluster 3 – The Cultural World: Aesthetic and Interpretive Understanding 

Successful engagement in the community requires an understanding of culture and the various ways 
it is expressed. People are shaped by their culture at the same time they help to construct it. Key to 
understanding culture is the ability to understand how to interpret and make sense of cultural 
expressions found in literature and the visual and performing arts. 

Goals: 

I. To understand works of art and literature within their cultural and historical contexts. 

II. To understand how works of human expression shape individual and cultural identities, 
values and behaviors. 

III. To analyze creative processes and engage in critiques. 

IV. To experience cultural events to foster appreciation of the aesthetic and formal qualities of 
literary, visual and performing arts. 

 

 

A. Literature 

After completing this course, students will be able to: 

1. Articulate how literature (fiction, poetry, drama and literary nonfiction) both reflects and 
helps shape culture, society and history. 

2. Explain how a text’s literary form, style and content express its meanings using appropriate 
disciplinary terminology. 

3. Evaluate the rhetorical and contextual elements of ideas presented by literary texts and 
respond to them critically and analytically. 

4. Explain the ways in which literature expresses the values that humans attach to their 
experiences. 
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Materials List 

Required Readings 

Links to accessible Folger Shakespeare Library copies of the texts are provided on myCourses. All other 
required course readings will be accessible via myCourses as links to PDFs, library databases, or the internet. 

Required Materials 

 Binder, notebook, or digital drive for keeping notes, materials, etc. 
 Our course readings, digital or printed 

Reading for this course 
Between our class meetings your task is to read the assigned reading. These are my suggestions for reading 
Shakespeare in this class: 

1. Keep reading notes on each play. I will provide a concise example of how to do this so that you can 
capture what you need to understand the characters and plot and be prepared to talk about the 
play. I will not collect these notes, but you ought to paste them or write them into your course 
notebooks. To earn credit for being prepared for class, you will need to have them.  

2. Plan adequate time to read. English has evolved since the late 16th, early 17th century. It will take 
you longer to read and be more work to comprehend than what you are used to. That isn’t a 
problem if you’re prepared and schedule adequate time to read. Be prepared to read the text more 
than once.   

3. Read aloud or listening to a quality recording as you read. It can help quite a bit to HEAR the play. 
These texts are, after all, scripts for performance. They are meant to be heard and seen. Even as a 
trained and experienced reader of Shakespeare, I find it helpful to listen to the plays as I read them. 
Consider using audio recordings to support your reading. Voice actors can help clarify who is 
speaking, keep your focus, and provide cues about what is serious, funny, emotional, etc. I will try 
to recommend recordings that you can use. 

What You Can Expect from Coursework 
Please see the Course Calendar in this syllabus for the major structure of the course and myCourses daily 
assignments and activities by week. Expect to find assignments and all required, non-textbook readings 
posted to myCourses. Check it regularly. If you have trouble navigating the site, first, ask a classmate then, 
contact me. 

Reading 

Our biggest task is, of course, reading the plays. In addition, to help us understand the context for the first 
audience, we will also read some excerpts of documents from the period. To engage with contemporary 
debates, we’ll read more current literary and cultural critics. 

Watching 

In addition to reading, we will watch some productions in whole or part. We will treat film as a “text” and as 
one possible way to understand the character and action of the text it interprets. Consider this a way to 
think about how a contemporary audience makes sense of Shakespeare in the present and suggests the 
relevance of the plays characters and action today.  
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Activities to explore the text 

This will vary from in-class writing, written homework responses, reading notes, daily paraphrases, group 
work, presentations, reading quizzes, and short essays. Details of each activity will be provided over the 
course of the semester. 

Course Policies (A-Z) 

Communication 

Staying in communication with me and with your academic advisor is the best policy. You have two major 
options to discuss things with me outside of class:  

(1) see me during office hours 
(2) email me 

Email 

Outside of class, UMassD email is my primary means of communicating with you. It is also you best way of 
reaching me.  It is University policy that students are responsible for all official correspondence sent to their 
standard UMassD e-mail address (@umassd.edu). Privacy considerations, such as federal law, may apply 
when using an address other than the University e-mail address. Please check your UMassD email regularly. 
Though I will do my best to respond promptly to emails, please know that I do not check my email after 
9pm. 

PLEASE NOTE: While I encourage you to email me if you have questions or need clarification on something, 
please take the time to thoroughly check the syllabus and myCourses before contacting me. For instance, 
information about my office hours, homework assignments, due dates, class policies, etc. can all be found in 
the syllabus and on myCourses. Any changes to the schedule will always be posted to the “Announcements” 
section of myCourses. For these reasons, I will not respond to emails if the answer to the question can be 
found on the syllabus or in our class myCourses site. 

Grading 

Grading Homework Assignments1 

Homework assignments are important building blocks for in-class work and major assignments. I grade 
homework assignments as pass/fail: 

 Pass: Work is turned in on time and meets the assignment criteria earns full credit.  
 Fail: Work turned in late earns no credit.  
 Fail, with option to revise and resubmit: Work that is turned in on time but does not meet the 

requirements earns no credit. However, if you see me during office hours or by appointment within 
a full week of received the grade, we will discuss what is missing from the assignment and how to 
revise. Students that then revise and resubmit the work within a week of the meeting have a 
chance to earn full credit. There is no revise and resubmit option for major assignments. These 
assignments rely on draft, review, revise process instead. 

Grading Scale 

Grades for this course follow the university’s grading scale: 

 

1 Credit for this homework grading policy to the Director of FYE, Dr. Alexis Teagarden. 
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 A+ 100-97 
 A 96-93 
 A- 92-90 
 B+ 89-87 
 B 86-83 
 B- 82-80 
 C+ 79-77 
 C 76-73 
 C- 70-72 
 D+ 69-67 
 D 66-63 
 D- 62-60 
 F 59 and below 

Submitting Work  

Submission and completion deadlines for all assignments are clearly highlighted on myCourses. Check there 
often. You can also view assignment deadlines on the myCourses calendar. While I will provide deadlines for 
all assignments and I encourage you to meet deadlines and stay current on your work, I also acknowledge 
that this semester may also call for flexibility and adjustment. To best practice the professionalism of 
submitting work on time and flexibility in the face of real-world conditions, I ask that you turn in work on 
time—or, if you cannot, keep an open dialogue about deadlines when faced with extenuating 
circumstances.  

Final versions of major assignments are due by the end of day (11:59 PM) on the due date. All major 
assignments are submitted to myCourses assignment as a .doc file. Your assignment is given a timestamp by 
myCourses when you submit your file. Your work is late when it is submitted after the myCourses deadline. 
myCourses, like all technology, can have glitches. I advise you to leave time to experience technical issues, 
that is, do not begin to submit your work at 11:59 PM. Technical issues are not a good enough reason to 
avoid late penalties. If you miss the deadline and do not communicate with me about your late work, 1 
point is deducted from the major assignment’s final score for the first 24 hours. For every 24 hours 
following, 1 point is deducted. This includes weekends. For example, if a draft is due Thursday 9:00 AM, and 
you submit the paper Monday at 10:30 AM, the paper is into its 5th day of being late, so 5 points will be 
deducted from the final paper’s score.  

Minor assignments (homework, low-stakes writing tasks, and so on) are due by the end of the day before 
our class meeting. It is in your best interest to submit homework assignments on time as they are critical 
building blocks to the major assignments and prepare you for in-class tasks, so I recommend that you 
complete and submit them on time. I will, however, accept late homework assignments for up to one week, 
for half credit. After one week, you cannot earn points for the assignment, unless you have communicated 
with me about your late work. In your communication about late work (major or minor), communicate as 
early as you can, in writing. You do not need to disclose personal details, but do, based on your knowledge 
of your situation, propose a new due date for my approval.  

Submission and completion deadlines for all assignments are clearly highlighted on myCourses. 

Technology 

No student may record or share our online activity without express written consent from me. If you have (or 
think you may have) a disability such that you need support, you should contact the Office of Disability 
Resources to request an appropriate accommodation. 
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University Policies and Support Services 
The UMassD provides a PDF about university policies, standards, and services online. You can review this 
“omnibus” information on this page. To supplement to the university statements, I offer some 
recommendations relevant to our section of ENL 200 for these topics: 

Academic Integrity  

In this course we will be reading and writing in engagement with the ideas of others. When you have 
questions about how to work with others, including your classmates and our class texts, please ask.  

If you reach the point with an assignment where cheating or plagiarizing seems like your best option, stop 
and come talk to me instead. This course is meant to help you learn how to read and write complex 
arguments. My responsibility is to help you through the challenging process. I likely can help you with a 
writing problem or class issue, if you make me aware of it. 

Credit Hour Standard 

ENL 200 is a regular 3-credit class. For a regular 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours 
per week of out-of-class work are required. I recommend that you plan on and schedule at least 6 hours 
each week for focused work on 102 reading and writing. Make it a regular habit. 

Grading, Incomplete 

If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your 
reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

Tutoring Support Services 

For our course, I recommend the free tutoring available at the Multiliteracy and Communication Center 
when you want additional help with writing and communication assignments. You can learn more about 
what they do and schedule an appointment on their home page. 

 

https://www.umassd.edu/media/umassdartmouth/provost/omnibus_language_for_syllabi_-jan_11_2019.pdf
https://www.umassd.edu/media/umassdartmouth/provost/omnibus_language_for_syllabi_-jan_11_2019.pdf
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
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