
 

 

 
  

  
General Description: See Specific Course Syllabus When Available on Course Site 

 
POL 561: Public School Finance 

  
  

Required Text:[1] 
  

Financing Education in a Climate of Change (11th or 12th Ed.). Vern Brimley, Deb Verstegen, Rulon R. Garfield. 
  

Other Readings 
  
There are other readings that are assigned. They are either provided for you in the course website or the links to the 
readings are provided. If it is a reading outside of the required text, you will see an asterisk (*) to note that fact. 
  

Purpose of Course 
  

This course introduces graduate students to the major concepts concerning public school finance in K-12 education. 
Major topics include federalism, equity and adequacy in public finance, the treatment of discrete groups in school 
finance systems, the various types of formulas used to finance schools, and the economics of public school finance, 
among others. The course also provides an opportunity for students to develop a research question on one of the topics 
covered. 
  

Course Requirements 
  
  
1. The first course assignment is the discussion board (30% of grade) These are weekly responses to prompts. A 
rubric is provided for your guidance. 
  
a.   Respond to prompt. Each week, there is a prompt meant to encourage discussion regarding the readings. You must 
respond to the prompt with a comment or question or a substantive response to a peer. Regardless, the minimum for 
each week is two (2) entries in the Discussion Board. 
b.   Modules are released on Sunday. Discussion Boards close by the following Saturday. midnight, EST.  I 
encourage you to make more than 2 responses, although that is the required minimum. 
  
  
  
2. Local School District Interview – Integrated into Discussion Board Response. (30% of grade). Interview 
(phone or in person) a local school district central office administrator (preferably the superintendent, if possible), 
summarize the interview and then post that summary as your DB for the week (Due Week 3). 
 
a.  Develop interview questions that attempt to discern their perceptions regarding the school finance system and 
relate to themes of this course. Discuss the major issues they see when it comes to school finance. What do they see as 
problematic (or not) with the school finance system? How does this affect school programming? If they were 
policymakers, how would they resolve these issues?  You will be asked to integrate this interview into a discussion 



 

 

board post. The DB post for that particular week will be your grade for this assignment. You do not need to 
produce any separate written documentation of your interview, other than the DB post. 
 
3. Literature Review: The literature review synthesizes the literature on one specific topic into a coherent paper. 
The purpose is to see what ground has been covered in the scholarly community and, from there, determine what 
potential areas of research require further exploration. Most of the research should have already been done.  The review 
should be about 10 - 15 pages, double-spaced, submitted by May 1st. 
 
a. Think of a literature review as a “funnel.” You start with a wide opening (e.g., charter schools and school finance) and you 
narrow from there (e.g., charter schools, school finance, and student achievement) and you keep narrowing until you feel as though 
you have drilled down into a manageable and distinct topic. We will talk more about this as the semester proceeds, but try to keep in 
mind that, for now, the idea is to start general in thinking about your topic but quickly move to specific, discrete topics within the 
broader theme of public school finance. 
  
  

Course Objectives 
  
1.   To gain an understanding of the various models used to fund schools in the United States. 
2.   To engage in a vigorous debate concerning the current topics relative to education and school finance. 
3.   To produce a scholarly literature review that takes a position on a particular topic relative to school finance. 
4.   To understand the various roles of government as they relate to school financing. 
5.   To understand the conceptions of equity and adequacy as they relate to school finance. 
  
  

Late Assignment Policy 
Only in extenuating circumstances should assignments be late. For each day that an assignment is late, my policy is to 
drop a half a grade. 

Communication Policy 
I check email frequently during the week and during normal business hours. This is a convenient way for you to 
communicate with me if you have a question specific to you, or the course. I do check email on the weekends, but not 
always. So, an email sent on the weekend may get a response, but it is not assured. The best way to email me is through 
the following email: mpaige@umassd.edu. I will check discussion board forums that are occurring. Typically, I will 
prompt the forums a bit more at the beginning and then let students manage the conversation. However, I am reading the 
posts and will comment and grade. 
 

Academic Integrity 
Please review the university guidelines regarding various issues concerning academic integrity and student behavior. 
These are found at 
http://www1.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm 
  

Students with Disabilities or Accommodation Requirements 
  
Please advise me if you have any special needs or disabilities that may require accommodations. The University 
procedures pertaining to these matters can be found at : 
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/ 
  
  

Course Readings & Modules 
  

Some preliminary notes about the readings: 
  



 

 

1. The text gives the foundational readings for the course. However, there are additional readings. 
2. Readings accompanied by an asterisk (*) are found on the course website “Additional Course Readings” Tab or 
an internet link is provided to the reading. 

  
  

 Week Course Topic   Readings & Assignments. 

1.   
  

  
Introductions, 
Objectives, 
Overview of 
Assignments, 
Course 
Development 
(what do you 
want to know 
about school 
finance)? 
  

    
Readings: 
Ch 3, Financing Education in Climate of Change 
  
Richard Rothstein Article, accessed at: 
http://www.epi.org/publication/webfeatures_viewpoints_education_goals/   
  
 Review “Read First,” “Announcements” and “Syllabus” located on Course Site and Listen to 
Introductory Video. 

2.  
  

Purpose of Public 
Schools, 
  
The Players 

  Ch. 1, 6, 7 & 8.  Financing Education in Climate of Change 
  
Bruce Meredith and Mark Paige,  (January 9, 2017) “For better schools, abolish the 
DOE.” Los Angeles Times.* 
  

3.    State Finance 
Models 
  
Conceptions of 
Equity Adequacy 
  
Writing a 
Literature Review 
  

  Ch. 2 & 4, Financing Education in Climate of Change 
  
 
Massachusetts Foundation model.  
  
Literature Review Resources: http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/ReviewofLiterature.html 
 
 
Complete Local School District Interview and incorporate as part of your discussion 
board this week. 

4.   
  
  

Achievement 
Gap/ Subgroup 
Financing: 
Race, Spec Ed., 
Rural districts, 
ELL, poverty. 
  
Role of Courts in 
School Finance 
  
  

    
Ch. 9, Financing Education in Climate of Change 
  
“Poverty, ‘Meaningful Educational Opportunity,” and the Necessary Role of Courts” by M. 
Rebell (2007)* 
  
San Antonio v. Rodriguez* 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

  
5.  

Labor & 
Education 

  Labor and Education Finance: 
  



 

 

  
  

  
  
 
 
 
Alternatives, 
Choice, etc. 

Ch. 15:  Human resources and School Finance 
  
Effects of teachers on student achievement, podcast accessed at: 
http://educationnext.org/how-valuable-is-an-effective-teacher/ 
   
Review the studies noted here:(recommended) 
http://blogs.edweek.org/topschooljobs/k-
12_talent_manager/2013/04/degrees_comp_teacher_effectiveness.html 
  
Ch 10, Financing Education in Climate of Change 
Paige, M. “Freedom of Choice”* Book Review Available 
at:  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312056720_Book_Review_Freedom_of_Choice 
  
Mueller v. Allen, 463 U.S. 388 (1983).* 
  
“Should MA lift Charter School Cap?” Accessed 
at: http://www.wbur.org/edify/2016/09/13/massachusetts-charter-school-question-two 

6.   
  
  

  
  

  Budgeting at the Local Level 
  
Ch. 12, Financing Education in Climate of Change 

7.   
  

  
  

  Post a brief summary of your literature review. Be sure to post some of the lingering issues 
that remain unresolved or need further exploration in the area of your topic. 

  
  

 
[1] Note that other readings are required. They are indicated by an asterisk. They are usually provided in the course website, unless 
otherwise noted. 
  
  
 

 
 
 


