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Course Description: 

 

In this course, we will discuss texts that ask us to imagine other possible worlds. In some cases, these 

otherworldly settings defy reality, presenting fantastical situations, but in many cases, we will engage with 

texts that ask us to consider our present world in new ways. In addition to performing literary analysis 

to understand how aesthetic forms affect readers and their interpretations, we will consider how 

literature defamiliarizes the everyday and helps us rethink our surroundings. Moreover, this course will 

give you the skills to analyze literature and pop culture alike, helping you to appreciate and understand 

movies and books in new ways.  

 

Course Objectives 

 

After completing this course, students will be able to: 

1. Articulate how literature (fiction, poetry, drama and literary nonfiction) both reflects and helps 

shape culture, society, and history.  

2. Explain how a text’s literary form, style, and content express its meanings using appropriate 

disciplinary terminology.  

3. Evaluate the rhetorical and contextual elements of ideas presented by literary texts and respond 

to them critically and analytically. 

4. Explain the ways in which literature expresses the values that humans attach to their 

experiences. 

 

What We’ll Read and Watch: 

 

All texts will be available as free PDF documents on our course site. You will need to watch one film 

and one episode of a show, both of which are available on Netflix and Amazon Prime streaming. 

You will need a Netflix account, or you should be prepared to pay $2.99 to rent each film on 

Amazon streaming. 
 

What to do if you have questions: If you have any questions about the class (readings, assignments, 

schedule, the course site, etc.), post them to the question and answer board on the class’ myCourses 

site discussion board. I check the board regularly and will respond to your questions. Posting questions 

on the public board will allow other students to benefit from the answers. You may also wish to check 

the public question board to see if your question already has a response. Please keep in mind that Prof. 

O’Dell may not answer questions posted after 6 p.m. until the next morning.  

 

Email: If you need to ask me a question directly or you have an urgent issue, you can email me at 

jodell@umassd.edu. I will do my best to get back to students right away, but I go to bed earlier than 

many of you do, so e-mails received after 6 p.m. (when I stop work for the day) will be answered the 

following morning. I can get back to you faster during the week than on the weekends, so don’t wait 

until assignments are due to ask questions about them. 

 

mailto:jodell@umassd.edu


Course Policies: 

 

Reading/Viewing: Each day’s lesson will introduce you to what we’re reading or viewing and how it 

connects to the course unit and the course’s overall themes and objectives.  You are expected to keep 

up with the assigned reading/viewing and to be prepared to discuss these texts on Perusall and the 

discussion board with each other.  This is not a course in which I dictate your learning.  Your grade will 

directly reflect your efforts in grappling with the course material.  I have certain expectations of your 

dedication, understanding, and ability to discuss material.  However, if there is something you do not 

understand, I expect you to do whatever is necessary to gain understanding (i.e., bring it up on the 

course discussion board, do outside reading, email me, come to Zoom “office” hours, etc.). You are 

expected to complete all readings/viewings before responding to assignments and Perusall activities. 

  

Formal Written Work (not Perusall posts):  I expect that written work will be submitted on time and 

completed in a thoughtful, professional manner. When writing formal assignments for this class, be 

sure they are double-spaced with one-inch margins, in size 12 Times New Roman font, with sources 

documented in MLA format. Online courses hold to the same requirements as a face to face class; 

thus, assignments (papers; projects; etc.) that are turned in later than one week are not accepted and 

will receive a failing grade unless you have discussed extenuating circumstances with me before the 

deadline. Work loses 1 point for each day it is late and will receive a 0 after one week. If you know 

that something will impede your ability to submit formal assignments on time, take advantage of the 

extension policy explained below. The late penalties are strict because the course moves at a quick 

pace, but I am always happy to allow extensions if you talk to me one-on-one as deadlines approach. 

 

Extension Policy: Each student is allowed to take an extension of two days on a formal written 

assignment (not Perusall assignments). If you don’t need the extension, you certainly don’t have to take 

it, but it’s there for you to use if you do need it. To use an extension, you should email me at least 48 

hours before the assignment due date to inform me that you will be submitting work later than the 

deadline. This is a “no questions asked” policy – I’m happy to hear why you need or want the 

extension, but it’s completely your right to use it so no explanation is required. 

 

Discussion Activities:  Since this is a five-week class designed to familiarize you with a full semester’s 

worth of material, we will move quickly through each lesson. You need to stay on top of the Perusall 

annotations and discussions and other requirements for interactions with your classmates.  There will 

be regular Perusall posts and responses in which you are expected to participate. Prompts will be 

included for these assignments. 

  

Plagiarism:  In my experience, students don’t plagiarize because they are scheming up ways to get an 

easy A on an assignment – they plagiarize when they’ve run out of time on an assignment or befall 

circumstances that make it hard to do their work. My expectation is that you will reach out to me if 

you’re struggling to understand or keep up with assignments, and thus you will not resort to plagiarism. 

However, university policy stipulates that serious plagiarism will result in a failing grade in the course.  I 

expect every student in this class to understand the necessity of citing your sources in all academic work 

in order to avoid plagiarism.  For a thorough explanation of plagiarism, see 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html   For the UMass Dartmouth 

academic policy, see: http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm  

Formal assignments will be turned in through SafeAssign, which checks your assignment against all 

other UMass Dartmouth work and internet websites. Though discussion and Perusall posts are not run 

through SafeAssign, be aware that I am familiar with Spark Notes and online study guides for the texts 

we discuss and signs of flagrant plagiarism will be cause for a penalty to your grade and possibly failing 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/print/research/r_plagiar.html
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the course. More importantly – I (and your peers) want to read what you really think about the course 

materials, not the boilerplate interpretation that can be found on wikipedia. In discussion boards and 

Perusall, especially, take risks and test out new ideas – don’t seek to produce a “perfect” interpretation.   

 

Course Incomplete Policy:  According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in 

exceptional circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the 

request or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording 

of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F(I).  The incomplete policy for this course is that 

at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical 

issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to email 

me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action and 

complete the required paperwork. 

 

MLA Documentation: With each of your formal assignments, you need to include a Works Cited 

page and follow proper MLA (Modern Language Association) documentation. There will be an MLA 

resource area on the course site to assist you if you have questions and I’m always happy to help. It is 

less important that you format MLA documentation perfectly than that you make notes of any sources 

used in your work. 

 

Disability Services: If you require accommodations for a documented disability, please contact the 

Center for Access and Success for support: 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/  

 

Student Technical Help 

http://umd.echelp.org/ 

 

UMass Dartmouth Library  

http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices/   

 

 

Required Assignments: 

 

Perusall Annotations & Discussion: We will use a free social annotation site called Perusall that allows 

you to comment on specific features in our readings and respond to peers. Your annotations and 

discussion replies constitute most of the work you’ll do for this class. They help us to establish 

conversations about these texts (much like we would in an in-person class), and they present you with 

an opportunity to share your thoughts, engage with others, and learn more about the material. 

 

7 thoughtful annotations  (each of three sentences or so) are due by midnight after lessons are posted. 2 

replies to peers are due before the next lesson – these 2 count towards your 7 annotations. You can 

receive up to TWO points for annotations/replies and your lowest Perusall grade will be dropped at 

the end of the semester. I do not grade these posts like I grade your formal assignments. Your writing 

doesn’t need to be completely polished and grammatically correct, but it does need to be clear to your 

readers and properly cited if any sources are used. Perusall makes it easy to link to anything you might 

reference. 

 

• Late Policy: You will lose ½ a point for every 12 hours your post is late. After 48 hours, your 

post receives a 0 and you cannot make it up unless you have already discussed with me any 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/resources/students/informationforonlinelearning/
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://guides.lib.umassd.edu/libraryservices/


extenuating circumstances. If you have known conflicts that will interfere with Perusall 

deadlines, you should reach out to me as soon as possible to make arrangements.  

 

A word of advice: Please take time to plan accordingly. Because we don’t meet face to face, Perusall is 

where we generate the classroom conversations that typically occur in the face-to-face classroom. Your 

voice is vital to the development of our communal knowledge about the issues and readings we will 

address in the next five weeks. I also draw from your discussions to shape and revise the upcoming 

lessons, so voice your interest in any themes, characters, or issues that you hope to see addressed 

further in upcoming lessons. 

 

Quizzes : You will take weekly quizzes to assess your understanding of the material and to make sure 

you’re keeping up with the assignments. Questions on the quizzes can be drawn from the reading, 

online lectures notes & videos, and the Perusall annotations and discussions. Be sure you’re keeping 

up with all of the material in order to be prepared for the quizzes. Quizzes are multiple choice and 

short answer. They are open notes/book, and you can retake each quiz up to three times to improve 

your score. Quizzes must be completed within one week of their deadline to receive credit. Late 

quizzes lose 1 point every 24 hours they are late. The lowest quiz score is dropped from your final 

grade. 

 

Close Reading Assignment: You will perform a close reading of a short passage, poem, or film scene by 

submitting an annotation and short essay response. This will show that you’re developing the skills of 

close reading that you’ve practiced in your Perusall annotations. For the close reading assignment, you 

will analyze the language and literary/film forms in a particular text and discuss how those features help 

the text to express a particular idea, theme, or issue. More detailed instructions will be posted 

separately. 

 

Final Project: This is a chance for you to stretch your creative and critical muscles. Over the course of 

the semester, we will explore how film, literature, and other texts imagine other worlds and rethink our 

own. For the project, you get select one option from a list of choices provided separately on 

myCourses. This creative project option will ask you to imagine connections among texts from 

different units in the course and will be accompanied by a short “Creator’s Statement” essay that 

explains how your creation reflects the thematic and stylistic elements in our course texts.  

 

Please note: I will provide separate grading criteria for each of the assignments above.  

 

 

Grading: 

Perusall Annotations & Discussion  30% 

Quizzes (4% each)    20%  

Close Reading Assignment   25% 

Final Project/Paper    25% 

 

 

  



Course Schedule* 

*This calendar is subject to revision. Any changes will be announced and a new version of the calendar 

will be posted to myCourses.  

 

• Lessons follow a Monday/Thursday schedule 

• Quizzes are usually due Fridays by midnight 

• Texts are to be watched or read by the day they are listed and before doing the online course 

lesson – think of the lesson as “class” where there would be lecture and discussion. 

• For each date listed below, there is lesson material on myCourses that you should read/watch. 

This material will appear on quizzes and you should incorporate what you’ve learned from it 

in your Perusall annotations 

• All articles, excerpts, and short-stories are available as PDFs on myCourses 

 

Week Date 
 

Due Before Lesson  Lesson Topic Assignments to Submit 
by midnight 

Week 1:  
Imagining 
Other Worlds 

Mon. 6/6 
 

 Course Welcome Discussion Board Post 

Wed. 6/8 
 

  Reply to 2 peers 

Thurs. 6/9 Read: “Poems & 
Course 
Introduction” 

Literary World-Building Perusall Annotations 

Fri. 6/10   Quiz #1: Course Policies 
& Poetry 

Week 2:  
Techno-
Worlds 

Mon. 6/13 
 

Watch: Black Mirror 
season 3, episode 
1: “Nosedive” 
(2016) 
Reply to 6/9 
Annotations 

Analyzing Film Perusall Annotations  

Thurs. 6/16 
 

Read N.K. Jemisin, 
“The Effluent 
Engine” (2010) 
Reply to 6/13 
Annotations 

Afro-Futurism  Perusall 

Fri. 6/17 
 

  Quiz #2 : Techno-Worlds 

Week 3:  
Dystopian 
Worlds 

Mon. 6/20 
 

Read: Kazuo 
Ishiguro, Never Let 
Me Go, part 1 
(2000) 
Reply 6/16 
Annotations 

Narrative Point of View Perusall   

Wed. 6/22   Close Reading 
Assignment 



Thurs. 6/23 
 

Read: Never Let Me 
Go, part 2  
Reply to 6/20 
Annotations 
 

 Perusall  
 

Fri. 6/24   Quiz #3: Dystopian 
Worlds 

Week 4: 
Parallel 
Worlds  

Mon 6/27 
 

Read: Carmen 
Maria Machado, 
“Real Women Have 
Bodies” (2017) 
Reply to 6/23 
Annotations 

Allusion & Gender; 
Final Project Assigned 

Perusall 
  

Thurs. 6/30 
 

Watch: “San 
Junipero” (2016) 
(Netflix episode) 
Reply to 6/27 
Annotations 

VR Simulation Discussion Board 

Fri. 7/1 
 

  Quiz #4: Parallel Worlds 

Week 5: 
Simulated 
Worlds 

TUESDAY 
7/5 
 

Read: George 
Saunders, 
“Pastoralia” (2000), 
“Zimmer Land” 
(2018) & “Rebecca 
Roanhorse, 
“Welcome to Your 
Authentic Indian 
Experience” 
(2017) 
 
Reply to 6/30 
Discussion board 

Workplace Satire Perusall  

Wed. 7/6 Reply  7/5 
Annotations 

 Quiz #5: Simulated 
Worlds 

 Fri. 7/8   Final Project 

 
 

 

 

 
 


