
LAR 201 | INTRODUCTION TO STUDIES ACROSS THE DISCIPLINES  

 

COURSE INFORMATION 
• Course ID: LAR 201-7101 
• Semester: Summer 2022 
• Mode: Online-Asynchronous, Weekly Modules 

 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
• Name: Dr. Eli Evans 
• Email: eevans@umassd.edu 
• Zoom Office Hours:  

o By appointment  
• Weekly Schedule: Weekly Modules run Monday-Sunday. You will be notified on Monday when the new week’s 

module is posted. Expect to complete and submit 3-4 written assignments per week, with assigned readings. 
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GENERAL COURSE OVERVIEW  
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Catalog Description for LAR 201: This course is an introduction to writing, research, and communication skills required 
in multidisciplinary studies that include a study of the humanities and social sciences as disciplines. Students will learn 
about the various disciplines in the humanities and social sciences, read and analyze texts from the humanities and 
social sciences perspective, and develop critical understanding of disciplinary research practices for the humanities and 
social sciences. Students will present their research projects at the end of the semester. 

Note: LAR 201 is a required core (foundation) course for the LAR major.  

This course fulfills the U.S. 4A requirement. 

Considering what the “liberal arts” are and how American universities teach and practice them, the class begins by 
situating the disciplines of the humanities and social sciences in the context of the modern American academy and 
asking students to consider why they are pursuing this course of study and how they can apply it to understanding and 
responding to real world problems.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
In this course, students will:  

• Identify features of content, principle, and practice that characterize humanities and social sciences disciplines 
and that distinguish them from one another 

• Identify concerns and methods that these disciplines have in common and ways in which bringing multiple 
perspectives together can increase knowledge about a subject, inquiry, or field of study 

• Compare disciplinary perspectives by addressing subjects and inquiries through multiple disciplines in 
sequence 

• Identify and use the basic text, graphic, and material research tools of these disciplines, including print and 
online databases, scholarship, and collections  

• Use a wide range of electronic resources to explore subjects, ideas and arguments, and supporting data and 
materials 

• Write at least one entry-level academic research paper that uses two distinct disciplinary perspectives, based 
on student’s concentrations, in a parallel discussion investigating what can be learned about the subject 
through each 

•  Complete a long-term project with a presentation at the end that will require them to do a planning process, 
write rough and final drafts, compile a bibliography, practice presentation skills, and work on time 
management  

REQUIRED TEXTS AND TECHNOLOGY 
Course readings will be available through our myCourses site 
 
Regular access to a computer, with video and microphone, Internet, and a word processing program, such as Word. 
Students can download Microsoft Office for Free through the University at Software Available to Students. 
 
Helpdesk: For assistance, consult the myCourses Students Help and Information Guide, email 
mycourseshelp@umassd.edu, or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8505 during normal business hours. During off-
hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at http://umd.echelp.org. 
 
Technology Links 

• UMassD Bookstore 
• Software Available to Students 



LAR 201 Syllabus    

 

Summer 22 | Evans 3 

• mycourseshelp@umassd.edu 
• UMassD Computer Help Desk 
•  

COURSEWORK EXPECTATIONS: HERE’S WHAT YOU CAN YOU EXPECT 
• Reading, Writing, and Research: The course will involve a fair amount of reading, writing, and independent 

research. During the first half of the course, we will study an issue of ethical relevance by examining how it is 
approached through the lens of several different disciplines. During the second half of the course, you will 
design a project around an issue of your choosing, approaching it from the perspective and with the 
methodologies of two disciplines of your choosing (two LAR “concentrations) 

• Metacognition: Students will reflect upon and analyze their own writing and their progress as writers. 
• Voice Recordings: You may be asked to participate by occasionally contributing voice recordings. For some of 

these, we will work with Padlet, a free online platform that can host recorded content.  
 

TIME MANAGEMENT IN AN ONLINE COURSE 
Workload/Federal Credit Hours: According to the Federal Credit Hour Standards, one credit hour is an amount of work 
represented in intended learning outcomes and is not less than: 

• One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class 
student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester 
or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. 

• Thus, a 3-credit course requires 9 hours of work per week. 
• Assignments (readings, writings, viewings, etc.) are listed within their respective weeks along 

with an overview of the weeks’ tasks and objectives. 
  

PARTICIPATION EXPECTATIONS 
To successfully complete this course, you will need to demonstrate a consistent and active presence through the entire 
semester. Because this is an online course, your “attendance” is assessed through your participation in scheduled 
activities within the online classroom. This includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

• Logging in to MC every Monday for the opening of each module and at least 3 times per week 
• Remaining attentive to emails/course announcements 
• Submitting all assignments by the assigned deadline (discussion boards, journals, quizzes, 

papers, final project, etc.) 
• Completing all readings and viewings of class material 
• Communicating with your instructor when you need guidance or assistance 

 
Note: If you find yourself in extenuating circumstances (i.e.: health emergencies), please email me promptly. I will 
always do my best to work with students to address extenuating circumstances within reason, provided I’m made aware 
of the circumstances in a timely manner. 
 

UNIVERSITY + COURSE POLICIES AND RESOURCES  
Academic Integrity: Students are expected to be honest in/with all academic work. A student’s name on any written 
work, quiz or exam shall be regarded as assurance that the work is the result of the student’s own independent 
thought and study. Work should be stated in the student’s own words, and properly attributed to its source. 
 
Intentional academic dishonesty, such as cheating and plagiarism, has serious consequences. If you reach the point 
with an assignment when either of the above seem like a good option, come talk to me. This course is meant to help 
you learn how to read and write complex arguments, and my responsibility is to help guide you through the challenging 
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process. If you need help understanding when or how to give credit to other’s work or to avoid academic dishonesty, 
please ask. 

• University Policy: http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures/ 
 
Academic Support: Our classroom is one place to learn, but you have access to many other spaces. I 
encourage you to check them all out; the more varied your academic interactions, the more you can 
sharpen your skills and broaden your ideas. A partial list of official support services: 

• Academic Advising Services: http://www.umassd.edu/acadvising 
• Academic Resource Center (ARC): http://www.umassd.edu/arc  
• Center for Access and Success: http://www.umassd.edu/dss 
• Multi-Literacy & Communication Center: https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center  

 
Accommodations for Learning Differences and Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for 
Access and Success as soon as possible. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you provide proper documentation 
to the Center via email at: mailto:access_success@umassd.edu. 
 
You can learn more about the university's procedures for accommodating students with disabilities by 
referring to the following website: http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
 
Communication & Email: In addition to your personal work ethic, communicating with me can help you be 
successful in this course. If you have questions about or are struggling with the class, a paper, or a specific 
concept, please email me to schedule a conference. Excluding schools breaks and holidays, I will respond to 
all weekday emails within 24 hours and weekend emails within 48 hours. I do not check email regularly after 5pm. 
 
It is University policy that students are responsible for all official correspondence sent to their standard UMD e-mail 
address (@umassd.edu). Please check your UMD email regularly. My email is eevans@umassd.edu  
 
Students can also reach me through our Slack channel (see the link in MC). Here, you should post general questions 
that will benefit the whole class, and you may also DM me. 
 
Important Dates 

• Pass/Fail is not available for this course 
• Drop Deadline: June 21st   
• Withdrawal Deadline: July 15th  
• Incompletes: Incompletes are for exceptional circumstances that occur at the end of the term, when there is 

no time for a student to recover. I consider Incomplete requests only if a student was in good academic 
standing—that is, you had turned in enough work and were passing the course—at the class withdrawal 
deadline. Following campus policies, if you believe you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you 
need to initiate the incomplete process by completing the request form no later than 48 hours after the last 
class. You can also find the online form here: https://www.umassd.edu/registrar/ forms/student-forms/  
 
 

Emergencies: The University has several ways of communicating campus emergencies, such as weather-related 
closings. The UMassD homepage will also keep you informed. You can sign up for notice at 
https://my.umassd.edu/group/myumassd/myalert.  
 
For COVID-19 updates, see our University resource page here: https://www.umassd.edu/emergency/coronavirus/ 
 
Ethics: Some course content may evoke debate. Each person in this class is an equal member deserving of respect and 
consideration. While you may not be sensitive to a particular issue or topic, that does not mean someone else in the 
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class is not—choose your words with care. By the same measure, if you are uncomfortable with the material, I 
encourage you to contact me so that we can address concerns and, if necessary, discuss alternative methods of 
learning. 
 
Title IX: If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the 
matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, here: 
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence. In an off-campus emergency, contact 911. 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
GRADING CRITERIA  

• Minor Assignments: 60%   
• Final Project 40% 

 
All assignments as well as the final grade will be determined on this grading scale: A+ 97-100, A 93-97, A- 90-92, B+ 87-
89, B 83-86, B- 80-82, C+ 77-79, C 73-76, C- 70-72, D+ 67- 69, D 63-66 D- 60-62, F 0-59 
 

MINOR ASSIGNMENTS 
Graded minor assignments may include reading reflections and responses, Discussion Board posts, posts to 
Padlets (will be explained as needed), Perusall annotations (ditto), content quizzes, short papers, partial 
drafts of major assignments, and peer review work, as assigned. Each week’s assignments, with their due 
dates and points, will be posted in your weekly modules. All assignments are assigned and submitted 
through myCourses.  
 
Generally, in your minor assignments I’m looking for thoughtful, complete and original ideas—you need to take 
intellectual risk. Shallow or insignificant responses will not earn full credit. 
 
**To avoid losing your work due to Internet issues, always type and save your minor assignments (Perusall annotations 
not included) in a word processing document and then copy/paste into myCourses. 
 
 

FINAL PROJECT 
A significant final project will ask you to apply your interdisciplinary skills to researching and developing a 
multidisciplinary perspective on a contemporary issue of ethical consequence. Prior to undertaking this project, you will 
be asked to submit a proposal. Your grade for this proposal will be included, along with the final project itself, in the 
Final Project category. Also included in the final project category will be your grade on a required letter of reflection.  
 
Submission Guidelines: Most papers will be submitted through SafeAssign on myCourses as a .doc, .docx, or .pdf file. 
Other formats are not accepted because they do not support commenting. Emailed assignments are not accepted. 
Homework submitted as Journals should be pasted directly into the text submission box.  
 
Submission Formatting: Formatting expectations will be described and modeled in assignment instruction sheets.  
 
Grading by SafeAssign: As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to submit all assignments to 
the SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality review for the detection of possible plagiarism. All 
submitted assignments will be included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of SafeAssign assignments. 
These databases of assignments will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible plagiarism during the grading 



LAR 201 Syllabus    

 

Summer 22 | Evans 6 

process and during this term and in the future. Students who do not submit their papers electronically to the selected 
service will be required to submit copies of the cover page and first cited page of each source listed in the bibliography 
with the final paper in order to receive a grade on the assignment. 
 

This class does not have a final exam 


