
 

 

ENL 200: Studies in Literature 
Section 7105: Coming of Age across Genres 

Summer 2022 

  Instructor: Eric Casero (he/him) Telephone Extension: 6686 

Office: online Section ID: 3113 

Office Hours: TBA Mode: Online only 

Instructor Email: ecasero@umassd.edu Prerequisites: ENL 101, ENL 102 
 
 

 

Course Description 

This section of Studies in Literature will focus on stories that convey the experience of coming of age, or  

growing up. We will explore examples of such stories in a variety of genres. In fact, the course structure  

will be based around questions of genre, with one week each dedicated to the following: short stories, 

novels, poetry, film, and graphic novels. Through these genres, we will consider questions of what it 

means to grow up, and of how different authors and genres address the idea of coming of age. This is a 

fully online section of ENL 200, which means that all of the course material will be accessed through  

MyCourses. Also note that this is an accelerated course, meaning that it will only run through the first half 

of the semester and will cover material more quickly than a standard course. 

mailto:ecasero@umassd.edu


 

 

Weekly Course Structure (More Info in Course Schedule Below): 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Course   Assignments due 

by end of day. 

Discussion 

board replies 

due by end of 

day. 

  

weeks begin   

on Mondays. 
Previous 
week’s 
assignments 
due by end of 
day. 

  

   
   

   

 
University Studies Learning Outcomes 

After completing this course, students will be able to: 

● Articulate how literature (fiction, poetry, drama and literary nonfiction) both reflects and helps 

shape culture, society and history 

● Explain how a text’s literary form, style and content express its meanings using appropriate 

disciplinary terminology. 

● Evaluate the rhetorical and contextual elements of ideas presented by literary texts and respond 

to them critically and analytically. 

● Explain the ways in which literature expresses the values that humans attach to their experiences. 

● Demonstrate discipline-specific control of language, style, structure, format, syntax, grammar and 

mechanics. 

 
Required Texts 

Feel free to obtain these texts in any edition.  

● Edna O’Brien: The Country Girls. This book is part of a trilogy. The most recent edition (linked 

HERE) contains the entire trilogy, but you only need to get the first book, called The Country Girls. 

Feel free to get any edition. Do NOT get Edna O’Brien’s memoir, titled Country Girl: A Memoir. 

● Alison Bechdel: Fun Home. Last I checked, this was available as a free e-book with Amazon’s 

“Kindle Unlimited” service (for which you can get a free 30-day trial). 

● Moonlight (2016 film). 

● Lady Bird (2017 film). 

● Various course readings posted on MyCourses. 

 
Required Materials 

● A computer with internet access. 

● A PDF reader (for accessing and downloading readings from McCourses). 

● Microsoft Word (can be obtained for free from the university). 

● A university email account that you check regularly. 

● The Mozilla Firefox browser, for accessing MyCourses (recommended, can be downloaded HERE). 

https://www.amazon.com/Country-Girls-Epilogue-Married-Classics/dp/0374537356/ref%3Dpd_lpo_sbs_14_t_0?_encoding=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=70QDWPT00P1KWER0CMSM
https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/


 

 

Time Considerations 

Students should be prepared to spend an average of about 7-10 hours per week on course readings and 

assignments. Please keep in mind that in a face-to-face class, we would be spending about 3 hours per 

week in class, plus time outside of class for readings and writing assignments. Also keep in mind that this 

is an accelerated course, meaning that we are fitting an entire semester’s worth of material in half a 

semester’s time. I highly recommend getting started early each week with course readings and not 

leaving them to the last minute. If you find that you are having trouble making time for class work, feel 

free to contact me to discuss strategies for time management. 

 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 

Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter (such as a question 

about your grades). If the question you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could 

benefit from the answer, post the question in the “Ask Questions Here” discussion forum linked under the 

“Discussion Board” heading in MyCourses. If you would like to review an assignment draft with me, sign 

up for a conference. Do *not* simply email a draft and expect me to review it. I will only review drafts in a 

conference setting. 

 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours (excluding holidays). You 

can expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email reply 

during the weekend, but please do not assume that I will check my email during those times. 

 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. I will post often during the first weeks 

of the course and then drop off in activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured  

however, I *will* be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any  

discussion comment directed specifically at me. 

 
Make sure that you either check your student email account regularly or set your student email account 

to forward mail to an account that you do check regularly. I will be sending regular updates about the 

class via MyCourses, especially during the first few weeks of the semester.. 

 
Office Hours 

I will be available during office hours for consultations. If you would like to address a personal issue that 

requires extended discussion (for example, feedback on a paper), you are encouraged to meet with me 

during office hours. You may attend office hours either in person, in my office (LARTS 216) or online via 

MyCourses. 

 
To schedule a conference, sign your name to the “Conference Sign-Up” sheet linked on MyCourses. If the 

times listed on the sign-up sheet don’t work for you, email me to see if we can arrange a time to meet. 

When you sign up for a conference, please indicate on the sign-up whether you would like to meet in 

person or via MyCourses. 



 

 

If you will be meeting in person, simply come to my office in LARTS 216. To access virtual office hours, 

click the "Online Office Hours" tab on MyCourses, and you will be taken to MyCourses's online 

collaboration tool. 

 
Submitting Work 

Assignments are due by the times listed on the schedule below and must be submitted via MyCourses. 

Any assignment not received by the due date, excepting cases involving documented medical issues, will 

be considered late. If you experience technical difficulties when submitting work, take a screenshot of the 

problem so that we can review the issue. 

 
All submissions must be made through the assignment portals in MyCourses. Submissions may NOT be 

emailed or submitted as print copies. Any email or print copy submission that I do not receive will be 

considered incomplete. Any email or print copy submission that I do receive will be accepted with a 

full-letter grade deduction. Also be sure that you submit files using an easily accessible format; .doc and 

.pdf files are safe bets. If I cannot open a file that you send, the submission will be considered incomplete 

and will automatically receive a “0” grade. 

 
You may request an extension of up to three days on any assignment except for the Final Essay. The  

deadline for extension requests is 24 hours before the assignment due date. To request an extension, 

email me before the 24-hour deadline and let me know when you plan to turn in the assignment. I will 

write back to confirm the request, and you may then submit the assignment with no late penalty. 

 
Re-Submitting Work 

You may re-submit your literary terms paper and scene/passage analysis paper for a new grade any time 

before the end of the semester. To re-submit these assignments, simply submit them to the same portal to 

which you originally submitted. 

 
Missed Work 

Late papers will receive a penalty of one-third letter grade per day. All other assignments will receive a 

penalty of one full letter grade. If you miss a quiz or assignment deadline due to a medical (or other) 

issue, you may make up the missed quiz or assignment for full credit within one week of the missed 

deadline if you contact me to discuss the matter. 

 
Policy on UMass Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity 

All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and  

scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a 

result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional 

dishonesty. 

 
Students found violating the University’s Academic Integrity policies in completing an assignment or 

exam will receive a minimum penalty of a “0” grade on the assignment/exam, with the possibility for a 

failing course grade for multiple offences. Policy guidelines can be found here: 



 

 

http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreporting  

form/ 

 
As a condition of continued enrollment in this course, you agree to submit all assignments to the  

SafeAssign services for textual comparison or originality review for the detection of possible plagiarism. 

All submitted assignments will be included in the UMass Dartmouth dedicated databases of SafeAssign  

assignments. These databases of assignments will be used solely for the purpose of detecting possible 

plagiarism during the grading process and during this term and in the future. Students who do not submit 

their papers electronically to the selected service will be required to submit copies of the cover page and 

first cited page of each source listed in the bibliography with the final paper in order to receive a grade on 

the assignment. 

 

Assignments 

● Final Essay Your final essay will ask you to develop an original argument about one of our course 

texts. More details will be provided under the “Assignments” tab on MyCourses. 1,250 words  

minimum. 

● Scene/Passage Analysis Paper You will be asked to write a short (750-1,250 words) essay, in 

which you perform a close reading of a single passage, scene, or section from a course text. 

● Literary Terms Paper This short (250-500 words) paper will ask you to develop an original 

analysis of a passage or short section of a course text by applying a literary term (discussed in 

course material) to the text. More instructions will be provided in course materials. 

● Quizzes At the end of each of the first five weeks of the semester, you will be asked to complete a 

quiz on MyCourses. Quizzes will consist mainly of written responses and will ask you to discuss  

course terminology (covered in each week’s readings) and analyze course texts. 

● Final Essay Topic Proposal As we prepare to write final essays, you will be asked to write a topic 

proposal to help you prepare an essay topic. Guidelines for proposals will be posted on  

MyCourses. 

● Final Essay Peer Review After drafting Final Essays, you will be asked to review your essays with 

another class member. Guidelines will be provided on MyCourses. 

● Syllabus Agreement Email: At the beginning of the semester, I will ask you to introduce yourself to 

me in an email and confirm that you agree to the course policies listed on this syllabus. More  

detailed instructions will be provided along with the week one course material. 

● Discussion Board Each week, you will be asked to contribute at least two responses to the class  

Discussion Board, along with replies to other class members’ posts . I will provide you with 

discussion questions and prompts based on that week’s readings, and you will have the option to 

choose any two that you’d like. Each discussion board  post will be worth 20 points and will be 

graded according to the following rubric (with incomplete responses receiving partial credit): 

 

 SUPERIOR (9-10) COMPLETE (6-8) INCOMPLETE OR 

NEGLIGIBLE (0-5) 

http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
http://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/


 

 

INSIGHT Response demonstrates 

exceptional insight, 

providing analysis and 

ideas that truly further the 

class’s understanding of 

the course text. 

Response provides strong 

overall insight, but may have 

room for further development. 

Response provides little 

insight, and/or mostly 

consists of summary. 

ORIGINALITY Response demonstrates 

original thought, adding 

new ideas that further 

discussion. 

Response demonstrates some 

original thought, but may copy 

ideas other discussion board 

posts and/or summarize, rather 

than provide original 

commentary on course text. 

Response demonstrates 

little-to-no originality and/or 

only summarizes course text. 

 

Grade points will be assigned according to the following breakdown: 

ASSIGNMENT POINT VALUE 

Final Essay 250 

Quizzes 250 (5 quizzes, 50 points each) 

Discussion Board 260 (13 entries, 20 points each) 

Literary Terms Paper 60 

Scene/Passage Analysis Paper 100 

Final Essay Topic Proposal 30 

Final Essay Peer Review 40 

Syllabus Agreement Email 10 

 
Grading Criteria 

Grades will be assigned based on a 1,000-point scale, as follows: 

Point Value Letter Grade 

931-1,000 A 

901-930 A- 

871-900 B+ 

831-870 B 

801-830 B- 

771-800 C+ 



 

 

731-770 C 

701-730 C- 

671-700 D+ 

631-670 D 

601-630 D- 

0-600 F 

 

Title IX Statement 

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, to  

encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical and 

analytical thinking skills. In many classes, including this one, students and faculty examine and analyze  

challenging and controversial topics. If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other 

emotional distress, please discuss the matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources  

available from the Counseling Center, http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or-8650, or 

the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the Department of 

Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. 

 
UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty follow 

UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated reporter” of any disclosure of sexualharassment, abuse, and/or 

violence shared with the faculty member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include but are 

not limited to reports of sexual assault, relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While 

faculty are often able to help students locate appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by 

the student to the faculty member requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX  

Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that the 

student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure not be  

shared. For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to 

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 

 
Incomplete Policy 

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at  

the instructor's discretion. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you need to 

email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a course of action. 

 
Accommodations for Learning Differences and Disabilities 

If you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course,  

please meet with me at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the  

Center for Access and Success (CAS). To contact CAS or learn more about the university's procedures for 

http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/


 

 

accommodating students with disabilities at their website: http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 

 
Disclaimers 

Some course material contains elements that some people may find offensive, including strong language; 

references to racial, ethnic, or gender stereotypes, and references to drug use and sexuality. As suggested 

in the Title IX statement above, students who experience emotional distress related to course material 

are encouraged to contact the Counseling Center or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender 

and Sexuality. Students with concerns about any course material should also feel free to discuss these 

concerns with me outside of class. 

 
Also note that any views expressed in the works being discussed in class do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the instructor or University administration. Students should feel free, and are in fact encouraged, 

to express disagreements with or objections to the readings being discussed in class, as long as said  

disagreements and objections are accompanied by arguments. Any disagreement or objection, however, 

will not excuse a student from participating in required assignments, barring exceptional circumstances. 

 
Other Resources for Students 

Resources for students, including tutoring and technical help, will be linked on MyCourses. 

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/


 

 

Course Schedule 

NOTE: The schedule posted below is tentative. You will be notified via MyCourses if any changes are made. 

 

UNIT INFO DUE DATE ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

Week One: Poetry/Course Intro 

6/13-6/20 

Thursday, 6/16, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Course syllabus 

● Gardner: “Reading and 

Writing about Literature” 

(MyCourses) 

● Philip Larkin: “This Be the 

Verse” (MyCourses) 

● Module #1 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

● Syllabus agreement email 

Week One: Poetry/Course Intro 

6/13-6/20 

Monday, 6/20, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Poetry selections 

(MyCourses) 

● Module #2 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

● Week One quiz 

Week Two: Short Fiction 

6/20-6/27 

Thursday, 6/23, 11:59 PM Readings 

● James Joyce: “Araby” 

(MyCourses) 

● Amy Bloom: “Love Is Not a 

Pie” (MyCourses) 

● Jim Gavin: “Play the Man” 

(MyCourses) 

● Module #3 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 



 

 

Week Two: Short Fiction 

6/20-6/27 

Monday, 6/27, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Alice Walker: “Everyday 

Use” (MyCourses) 

● Amy Tan: “Two Kinds” 

(MyCourses) 

● David Foster Wallace: 

“Forever Overhead” 

(MyCourses) 

● Lorrie Moore: “How to Talk 

to Your Mother (Notes)” 

(MyCourses) 

● Module #4 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

● Week Two quiz 

● Literary Terms Paper 

Week Three: Novels 

6/27-7/4 

Thursday, 6/30, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Edna O’Brien: The Country 

Girls, chapters 1-10 

● Module #5 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

Week Three: Novels 

6/27-7/4 

Monday, 7/4, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Edna O’Brien: The Country 

Girls, chapters 11-20 

● Module #6 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

● Week Three quiz 

Week Four: Film 

7/4-7/11 

Thursday, 7/7, 11:59 PM Readings 

● “Elements of Cinema” blog 

posts (MyCourses) 

● Lady Bird (film) 

● Module #7 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

Week Four: Film 

7/4-7/11 

Monday, 7/11, 11:59 PM Readings 

● “Elements of Cinema” blog 

posts (MyCourses) 

● Moonlight (film) 

● Module #8 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

● Week Four quiz 



 

 

Week Five: The Graphic Novel 

7/11-7/18 

Thursday, 7/14, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Excerpts from McCloud: 

Understanding Comics 

(MyCourses) 

● Alison Bechdel: Fun Home, 

chapters 1-4 

● Module #9 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

● Scene/Passage Analysis 

Paper 

Week Five: The Graphic Novel 

7/11-7/18 

Monday, 7/18, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Excerpts from McCloud: 

Understanding Comics 

(MyCourses) 

● Alison Bechdel: Fun Home, 

chapters 5-7 

● Module #10 

Assignments 

● Discussion board post 

  
● Week Five quiz 

● Final Essay topic proposal 

Week Six: Writing About Literature 

7/18-7/25 

Thursday, 7/21, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Review Gardner: Reading 

and Writing About 

Literature 

● Sample student papers 

(MyCourses) 

Assignments 

● Submit Final Essay draft 

for Peer Review 

● Discussion board post 

Week Six: Writing About Literature 

7/18-7/25 

Monday, 7/25, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Sample student papers 

(MyCourses) 

● Topic Proposal Feedback 

posted on MyCourses 

Assignments 

● Submit feedback for Peer 

Review 

● Discussion Board Post 



 

 

Week Seven: Course Wrap-Up 

7/25-7/28 

Thursday, 7/28, 11:59 PM Readings 

● Review peer review 

feedback 

Assignments 
● Final Essay 

● Course Eval 
● Course Survey 
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