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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Name: Dr. Eli Evans 
Email: eevans@umassd.edu 
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Course Overview 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This section of ENL 268, “Experiments in Literary Fiction,” will focus on literary exercises, experiments, 
interrogations, and procedures intended to broaden, deepen, and add dynamism to your own practice as 
fiction writers. The exercises, experiments, and so on that we will work on in class will – in the tradition of 
Borges, or the Oulipo group – produce pieces that pertain to a genre all their own, and will also produce 
value for any larger projects you are or might someday be working on. I have included a still from the movie 
Ghost Dog at the top of this syllabus because it shows a scene that has always struck me as an excellent 
example of what the French structuralist Roland Barthes called narrative “skidding,” and skidding is one way 
to think of what we will be doing a lot of in this class: finding familiar narrative tracks and then playing 
around with ways of skidding off those tracks.  

REQUIRED TEXTS AND TECHNOLOGY 

Course readings will be provided by the instructor and your peers, whose work you will be reading. 
There are no required textbooks or other texts.  
 
As this is an online, asynchronous course, student success will require regular access to a computer 
with video/mic, Internet access, and a word processing program – ideally and up-to-date Microsoft 
Word. Note that UMass Dartmouth Students can download Microsoft Office for free through the 
University at Software Available to Students. 
 
The course will be primarily operated by way of myCourses, so it is crucial that students are 
comfortable with and fluent in this learning platform. I will also use Padlet, an online sharing platform 
that will be free to you. You can always come to me first with technology issues, but being a 
reading/writing type of fellow, I probably will not always be able to help; therefore, see below for 
other, likely more useful technology resources.  
 
Helpdesk: For assistance with myCourses, please consult the myCourses Students Help and 
Information Guide, email mycourseshelp@umassd.edu, or call the Student Help desk at 508-999-8505 
during normal business hours. (Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.). During off-hours, weekends, and 
holidays, technical assistance is available for students at http://umd.echelp.org. 
 
TECHNOLOGY LINKS 

 UMassD Bookstore 
 Software Available to Students. 
 mycourseshelp@umassd.edu, 
 http://umd.echelp.org/ 

COURSEWORK EXPECTATIONS 

1. Writing: You’ve got to write fiction in a fiction writing class, so you should expect regular and varied fiction writing 
assignments. As for whether your fiction is fictional, nobody really knows, anyway, maybe not even you, so I’m 
certainly not worried about that. You should expect to complete a minimum of 20 pages of original fiction writing over 
the course of the term, in addition to reflective writing you may be asked to do in response to assigned readings, and 
written responses you may be asked to provide your peers.  

https://www.umassd.edu/engineering/mne/about/facilities/software-available-to-students/
https://www.bkstr.com/umdstore
https://www.umassd.edu/engineering/mne/about/facilities/software-available-to-students/
mailto:mycourseshelp@umassd.edu
http://umd.echelp.org/
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2. Discussion: It’s hard to say exactly what form “discussion” will take, since I will try lots of stuff and then return more 
often to what seems to be working better for the largest percentage of students. At the start, you can expect 
Discussion Boards and Padlet (see above). I might use the Voice Thread tool in myCourses, but it’s kind of clunky so I 
probably won’t unless Padlet is becoming clunky, too. As for what we’ll discuss, your guess is as good as mine – which is 
to say that it will probably have to do, at least tangentially, with writing and literature.  

3. Workshopping and Peer Response: Responding to your peers’ work will be a component of the course. In a traditional 
creative writing workshop, everyone sits in a circle and discusses one student’s story (or poem, etc.) while that student 
sits quietly and listens. Since we have no room, and will not meet synchronously, we will not be workshopping in this 
way, but I intend to use myCourses and Padlet to facilitate other forms interactive feedback. Rather than asking you to 
do things like assess or opine on strengths and weaknesses, I will always be looking to provoke you to respond to one 
another’s work in other ways, often as yet another part of your collective and individual creative process.  

4. Reading: Some people might tell you that you don’t need to read to write, or that there are writers and there are 
readers, and they’re not the same thing. Those people are either lying or they’re secretly monsters. We will read fictio 
in this fiction writing class, and as writers of fiction, we will play with and off of the fiction we read.  

5. Discomfort: Literature often deals with the sticky bits of life, or goes to the places we might not if we weren’t operating 
from the remove that literature provides us. Accordingly, readings this semester – both those I assign and your 
classmates’ writing – may at time deal with potentially difficult themes or incorporate mature content. I will always do 
my best to make sure you have a sense of what to expect before you are asked to do a reading that has the potential to 
present emotional or other perils, and invite you to seek alternative methods of participation if you feel it is in your 
best interest to avoid that particular reading. That said, anticipating these things is an imperfect science (maybe not 
even a science at all), and it’s important we all understand that from the outset. See Title IX information (below) for 
more on this.  

 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING 

• Every assignment will be weighted between 3-10 points, and your final grade will be determined by an 
average of all of your assignments.  
 

• Final grades will be determined on the standard UMD grading scale:  
o A+ 97-100, A 93-97, A- 90-92, B+ 87-89, B 83-86, B- 80-82, C+ 77-79, C 73-76, C- 70-72, D+ 67- 69, D 63-

66 D- 60-62, F 0-59 
  

MANAGING AN ONLINE ENVIRONMENT 

Generally, students should be prepared to spend approximately 6-9 hours a week on reading and course assignments 
(see “Federal Credit Hours” info below). As the class is asynchronous, I will not map out what you should be doing on 
a daily basis—these are decisions that you will make as you navigate multiple creative assignments and deadlines 
weekly.  

PARTICIPATION POLICIES 

A-Z Expectations: University | Course | Class  
 
Academic Integrity: Students are expected to be honest in/with all academic work. A student’s name on any written 
work, quiz or exam shall be regarded as assurance that the work is the result of the student’s own independent 
thought and study. Work should be stated in the student’s own words, and properly attributed to its source. 
 
Intentional academic dishonesty, such as cheating and plagiarism, has serious consequences. If you reach the point 
with an assignment when either of the above seem like a good option, come talk to me. This course is meant to help 
you learn how to read and write complex arguments, and my responsibility is to help guide you through the 
challenging process. If you need help understanding when or how to give credit to other’s work or to avoid academic 
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dishonesty, please ask. 
 
University Policy is: http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures/ 
 
Academic Support: Our classroom is one place to learn, but you have access to many other spaces. I encourage you to 
check them all out; the more varied your academic interactions, the more you can sharpen your skills and broaden 
your ideas. A partial list of official support services: 

• Academic Advising Services: http://www.umassd.edu/acadvising 
• Academic Resource Center (ARC): http://www.umassd.edu/arc 
• Center for Access and Success: http://www.umassd.edu/dss 
• Multi-Literacy & Communication Center: https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center  

 
Accommodations for Learning Differences and Disabilities: If you have a documented disability 
and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please provide the 
appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success as soon as possible. The necessary 
paperwork is obtained when you provide proper documentation to the Center via email at: 
mailto:access_success@umassd.edu. 
 
You can learn more about the university's procedures for accommodating students with 
disabilities by referring to the following website: http://www.umassd.edu/dss/ 
 

Communication & Email: In addition to your personal work ethic, keeping in contact with me 
can help you be successful in this course. If you have questions about or are struggling with the 
class in general, a story, or a specific concept, please email me to schedule a conference. It is 
University policy that students are responsible for all official correspondence sent to their 
standard UMD e-mail address (@umassd.edu), so please check your UMD email regularly.  
 
In general, I will respond to all weekday emails within 24 hours and weekend emails within 48 

hours. However, I will be traveling a bit, and there may be times when I’ll need 48 hours mid-week. In those 
instances, I’ll do my best to make sure you’re all aware of this. If you have emailed me and not heard back in a couple 
of days, feel free to send a reminder or follow up. I try not to be airheaded but sometimes I still am, and appreciate 
the help! 
 
 
Deadlines & Notes 

• Pass/Fail is not available for this course. 
• Drop Deadline: June 21 
• Withdrawal Deadline: July 15 
• Incompletes: As a rule, incomplete are not granted for ENL 200. In extenuating circumstances, they may be 

discussed with the Dean’s office.  
 
Emergencies: The University has several ways of communicating campus emergencies, such as weather-related 
closings (which won’t really be pertinent to our class). The UMassD homepage will also keep you informed. You can 
sign up for notice at https://my.umassd.edu/group/myumassd/myalert.  
 
For COVID-19 updates, see our University resource page here: https://www.umassd.edu/emergency/coronavirus/ 
 
Title IX: If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other emotional distress, please discuss the 
matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources available from the Counseling Center, here: 
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence. In an off-campus emergency, contact 911. 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academicregulationsandprocedures/
http://www.umassd.edu/acadvising
http://www.umassd.edu/arc
http://www.umassd.edu/dss
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center
mailto:access_success@umassd.edu
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://my.umassd.edu/group/myumassd/myalert
https://www.umassd.edu/emergency/coronavirus/
http://www.umassd.edu/counselling
http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence
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Workload/Federal Credit Hours: According to the Federal Credit Hour Standards, one credit hour is an amount of 
work represented in intended learning outcomes and is not less than: 

(1) One hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work 
each week for approximately fifteen weeks (includes exam week) for one semester or the equivalent amount 
of work over a different amount of time. 

 
Because this is a 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours per week of out-of-class work are 
required. You can expect to complete approximately 6-9 hours of work per week. 

 
There is no final for this class 
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