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GLOBAL PROTEST 
Social Justice Movements 

& Cultural Resistance

LAR 401: CAPSTONE SEMINAR 
Prof. Fields 
kfields@umassd.edu 
Summer 2022 

This capstone seminar explores various issues related to the origins, formation, organization, and 
impacts of global social justice movements. We strive to understand (i) how and why global social justice 
movements form; (ii) what conditions lead to the success or failure of a global social justice movement; 
and what lasting impacts global social movements have, both positive and negative. Our investigation 
will engage knowledge and resources from philosophy, history, literature, political science, economics, 
sociology, psychology, and the arts.



COURSE DESCRIPTION

This capstone seminar explores various issues related to the origins, formation, organization, 
and impacts of global social justice movements. For the purposes of this course, we define 
‘social justice movement’ as a group of people organized to resist some specific form of 
powelessness, oppression, or inequality with the goal of instituting reforms that realize material 
improvements in the lives of in-group and out-group members. We define ‘justice’ as fairness in 
the distribution of political, economic, social, or cultural goods. A social justice movement is 
‘global’ if its membership, organization, or impact transcends national or regional boundaries 
(for example, the Women’s Suffrage movement and Labor movement of the 19th century; the 
LGBTQ rights movement of the late 20th century; the Black Lives Matter movement of the early 
21st century). We strive to understand (i) how and why global social justice movements form; 
(ii) what conditions lead to the success or failure of a global social justice movement; and what
lasting impacts, both positive and negative, global social movements have on various societies.
Our investigation will engage knowledge and resources from various disciplines, including
philosophy, history, literature, political science, economics, sociology, psychology, and the arts.
Our readings are organized by the overarching theme of lasting global change through local
protest, resistance, and cultural memory.

For the purposes of this seminar, we construe global social justice movements broadly to 
include activist movements that seek:

- Cultural Justice (race, gender, sexuality, etc.)
- Economic Justice
- Environmental Justice
- Political Justice
- Health Justice
- Educational Justice

Often, there will be considerable overlap between these categories, just as there is real overlap 
between these movements (for instance, environmental justice and health justice often include a 
significant element of racial justice). Students encouraged to work within a category of social 
justice movement that suits their LAR concentrations. (For example, a Sustainability and Urban 
Studies concentrator might want to focus on global movements for environmental justice in 
their research project.)

The course is divided into four units. Unit 1: Foundations, is focused on two questions. First, 
what is social justice and how is it achieved? Second, which movements are social justice 
movements and which are not? Unit 2: Origins, explores the conditions that prompt global 
social justice movements; and the ways in which shared anger and frustration organize across 
borders into global social justice movements. Unit 3: Structure, investigates the internal 
structure of global social justice movements, including leadership, communications, fundraising 
and resource allocation, and how policy positions are decided; as well as external global 
coalitions among movements (for instance, solidarity between Black Americans and 
Palestinians; or between transgender activists and Asian-Americans). Unit 4: Impacts, explores 
the social, political, and economic changes that result from successful movements; as well as the 
impact of movements on cultural memory in the form of protest art and literature.
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Course Objectives
The course has three main objectives, stated below:
A. To strengthen students' understanding of differences, similarities, and relationships [of content,

approach, principle, etc.] between social science, humanities, and interdisciplinary concentration
areas and of the perspectives and practices that enable productive interdisciplinary research;

B. To develop students' ability to identify key research concepts in their individual fields of
concentration and to formulate focused research questions for interdisciplinary study;

C. To practice and improve students' research and writing skills through an interdisciplinary research
project which includes a prospectus, a scholarly annotated bibliography or literature review, a
substantial analytical essay, and a short presentation.

Course Learning Outcomes
To this end, the students will:
• Identify content, principles, and practices that characterize each concentration discipline and that

distinguish them from one another (1)
• Define research questions that the disciplines of their two concentration areas have in common (2)
• Focus a research question and develop a research agenda in which interdisciplinary inquiry can

increase knowledge about the subject of study (3)
• Identify and use the advanced text, graphic, and material research tools of these disciplines, including

print and online databases, scholarship, and collections (4)
• Use a wide range of academic resources, especially online resources, to explore subjects, ideas and

arguments, and supporting data and materials related to the focused research question (5) Write an
advanced-level academic research paper that uses two distinct disciplinary perspectives, based on
each student’s chosen concentrations, in an interdisciplinary analysis of the focused research
question; the paper will draw upon the student's learning in the two disciplines of concentration for
the major and will demonstrate the student's ability as a scholar who authors knowledge as well as
understands others' contributions (6)

• Present an illustrated explanation of a focused aspect of the research project instructive to a general
audience of academic peers (7)

University Studies Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the capstone study, students will be able to:
1. Synthesize the knowledge and skills gained within major courses, independently complete a

research-based project or creative work and integrate the results of both in an open-ended project or
experience (projects within the major are encouraged). [This takes place through Course OUTCOMES
6-7]

2. Integrate knowledge and principles from the field of study with those of the broader University
Studies curriculum. [Course OUTCOMES 1-3, 4]

3. Demonstrate advanced information literacy skills by selecting, evaluating, integrating and
documenting information gathered from multiple sources into discipline-specific writing. [Course
OUTCOMES 4-5]

4. Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing, the results of the project or experience. [Course
OUTCOME 7]

REQUIRED READINGS

All readings are available online either through the course site itself, or through the library’s 
online course reserves.
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GRADED ASSIGNMENTS

This course will be graded on a point system. There are 100 total possible points (or, 100% of the 
final grade). Coursework will include discussion boards, literature reviews, a presentation, and 
final research project due at the end of the semester.

Discussion Boards
- There will be three (3) Discussion Board assignments.
- Each Discussion Board is worth 10 points towards your final grade (for a total of 30 points).
- For more details, please read the “Discussion Boards” section below.

Literature Reviews
- There will be two (2) literature review assignments.
- Each literature review is worth 15 points towards your final grade (for a total of 30 points).

Presentation (Recorded in VoiceThread)
- You will record and post a presentation in VoiceThread within myCourses.
- You will also respond to peer questions about your presentation, and post questions on three

other students’ presentations (requiring you to watch their presentations).
- Your presentation is worth 10 points towards your final grade. Your Presentation Q & A is

worth 5 points towards your final grade.

Final Research Project
- You sill submit a Final Research Project at the end of the course.
- Your Final Research Project should build on your Literature Review assignments.
- In order to satisfy your University Studies 5B requirement, your Final Research Project must

include a “learning through engagement” component.
- Your Final Research Project (including the learning through engagement component) is worth

25 points towards your final grade.
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Assignments Percentage of Final Grade

Final Research Project 25 points

Presentation 10 points

Presentation Q & A 5 points

3 Discussion Boards 3 x 10 points = 30 points

2 Literature Reviews 2 x 15 points = 30 points

Total 25 + 10 + 5 + 30 + 30 = 100 points



HOW TO CALCULATE YOUR FINAL GRADE

For each assignment you will receive points that correspond to the value of that assignment for 
your final grade. Those values are given above in both the chart and the lists. For example, the 
Final Research Project is worth 25 points out of 100 points for the course. If you want to know 
how you’re doing in the course, YOU SIMPLY ADD UP THE POINTS YOU’VE EARNED. 
(See the last row, marked “Total,” of the chart in the “Graded Assignments” section, above.) 
Scored are not averaged.

For example, suppose that it is about halfway through the course. You’ve submitted Discussion 
Board 1 and 2 (worth 20 points total). You’ve submitted the first Literature Review (worth 15 
points). You’ve completed the Presentation (worth 15 points). That’s 50 total possible points. 
Suppose you’ve earned 43 points on those assignments. Your score at that point in the course is 
43 out of 50.

Please do not rely on the “Total” column in your myCourses grade book. MyCourses 
automatically averages scores for that column, and I cannot disable this function. It also does 
not count assignments that you haven’t submitted, making your score seem higher than it is. 
This column is giving you misinformation. To repeat: your scores are added together, they are 
NOT averaged.

DISCUSSION BOARDS

Discussion Board assignments are designed to be pre-work for your Literature Review 
assignments. You will pick one (1) assigned reading, briefly summarize that reading, and apply 
it to a real life protest movement of your choice. Your discussion of the real life protest 
movement must be based on documented reports on that movement by reputable sources (for 
instance, publicly available news reports from established news organizations). Your chosen 
protest movement can be current or historical. Your Discussion Board posts must include the 
following:

- In two or more paragraphs, summarize the assigned reading in your own words.
- In one or more paragraph(s), summarize the real life protest movement in your own words.
- In two or more paragraph(s), in your own words explain how the assigned reading applies to

the real life protest movement.
- Substantive comments on at least two (2) other students’ posts.
- A strong Discussion Board post is typically about 1,000 words. Strong comments on other

students’ posts are typically about 100 words each. That’s a total of about 1,200 words for a
strong Discussion Board submission.

- Please always include a word count at the end of your discussion board post, and separate
word counts for each of your comments on other students’ posts.

More detailed instructions will be given for individual Discussion Board assignments.
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LITERATURE REVIEWS

For each literature review assignment, students will identify three peer-reviewed articles from 
the Bibliography of one (1) of the assigned readings. For each peer-reviewed article, students 
will answer the following questions:

- What was the overall thesis of the article?
- What specific problems did the author of the article wanted to address?
- What evidence or reasons did the author provide in support of their thesis?
- What topic or issue do all of these articles discuss? Do the authors of these articles agree or

disagree about that topic?
- How does the author of the assigned reading use these articles in her work? Does she agree

with some or all of them? What questions about this topic or issue remain to be answered?

These questions are to be answered in the form of a paper. Please do not simply list these 
questions and answers to them. One of the goals of this project is to give you practice writing 
concise summaries of research articles. A strong literature review is typically about 1500 words 
(about 500 words per peer-reviewed article). Please always include a word-count at the 
beginning of your literature review.

More detailed instructions will be given for individual Literature Review assignments.

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF READINGS
This is how the bibliography of your Final Research Project should look.

Batliwala, Srilatha. 2002. “Grassroots Movements as Transnational Actors: Implications for 
Global Civil Society.” Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit Organizations. 13 
(4): 393-408.

Bedau, Hugo. 1961. “On Civil Disobedience.” Journal of Philosophy. 58 (21): 653-665.

Bruns, Axel, Tim Highfield, and Jean Burgess. 2013. “The Arab Spring and Social Media 
Audiences: English and Arabic Twitter Users and Their Networks.” American Behavioral 
Scientist. 57 (7): 871–898.

Costanza-Chock, Sasha. 2012. “Mic Check! Media Cultures and the Occupy Movement.” Social 
Movement Studies. 11 (3–4): 375–385.

Delmas, Candice. 2014. “Political Resistance: A Matter of Fairness.” Law and Philosophy. 33 (4): 
465-488.

Earl, Jennifer. 2004. “Chapter 22: The Cultural Consequences of Social Movements.” in Blackwell 
Companion to Social Movements. Edited by David A. Snow, Sarah A. Soule, and Hanspeter Kriesi. 
Wiley-Blackwell. 508-525.
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Eyerman, Ron. 2002. "Music in Movement: Cultural Politics and Old and New Social 
Movements." Qualitative Sociology. 25 (3): 443-458.

Freeman, Jo. 1973. “The Tyranny of Structurelessness," in Radical Feminism. Edited by Ann 
Koedt, Ellen Levine, and Anita Rapone. Quadrangle Books.

Gautney, Heather. 2012. “Occupy x: Repossession by Occupation.” The South Atlantic Quarterly. 
111 (3): 597–607.

Gerbaudo, Paolo. 2012. “Introduction.” Tweets and the Streets: Social Media and Contemporary 
Activism. Pluto Press. 1-15.

Granovetter, Mark. 1973. “The Strength of Weak Ties.” American Journal of Sociology. 78 (6): 
1360-1380.

Holmes, Amy Austin. 2014. “On Military Coups and Mad Utopias.” The South Atlantic Quarterly. 
113 (2): 380–395.

Howard, Philip N., and Malcolm R. Parks. 2012. “Social Media and Political Change: Capacity, 
Constraint, and Consequence.” Journal of Communication. 62 (2): 359–362.

Jenkins, Craig J. 1983. “Resource Mobilization Theory and the Study of Social Movements.” 
Annual Review of Sociology. 9: 527-553.

Jordan, Tim. 2007. “Online Direct Action: Hacktivism and Radical Democracy.” In Radical 
Democracy and the Internet. Edited by Lincoln Dahlberg and Eugenia Siapera. Palgrave 
Macmillan. 73–88.

Korstad, Robert and Lichtenstein, Nelson. 1988. “Opportunities Lost and Found: Labor, 
Radicals, and the Early Civil Rights Movement.” The Journal of American History. 73 (3): 768-811.

McAdam, Doug. 1982a. “The Classical Model of Social Movements Examined” in Political 
Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, 1930-1970. University of Chicago Press. 5-19.

—-. 1982b. “The Political Process Model.” in Political Process and the Development of Black 
Insurgency, 1930-1970. University of Chicago Press. 36-59.

McCaughan, Edward J. 2006. “Notes on Mexican Art, Social Movements, and Anzaldúa's" 
Conocimiento." Social Justice. 33 (2): 153- 162.

Meyer, David S. 2014. “Chapter 36: How Social Movements Matter.” In The Social Movements 
Reader: Cases and Concepts. 3rd Edition. Edited by Jeff Goodwin and James M. Jasper. Wiley-
Blackwell. 386-390.

Morris, Aldon. 1981. “Black Southern Student Sit-in Movement.” American Sociological Review. 46 
(6): 744-767.
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Rawls, John. 1971. A Theory of Justice. Belknap Press.

Shafer-Landau, Russ. 2020. The Fundamentals of Ethics. Oxford University Press.

Taylor, Keeanga. 2016. “Black Lives Matter: A Movement not a Moment.” In From 
#BlackLivesMatter to Black Liberation. Haymarket Books. 153-190.

Terriquez, Veronica. 2015. "Training Young Activists: Grassroots Organizing and Youths’ Civic 
and Political Trajectories." Sociological Perspectives. 58 (2): 223-242.

Tilly, Charles. 2004. “Social Movements as Politics.” In Social Movements, 1768-2004. Paradigm 
Publishers. 1-11.

Yörük, Erdem. 2014. “The Long Summer of Turkey: The Gezi Uprising and Its Historical Roots.” 
The South Atlantic Quarterly. 113 (2): 419–426.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Unit 1 
Foundations

Dates Readings Assignments

June 14
Shafer-Landau, “Social 
Contract Tradition,” Ch 

15 & 16

June 15 Rawls, “Theory of 
Justice” Ch. 1 & 3

June 16 Bedau, “On Civil 
Disobedience”

June 17 Delmas, “Political 
Resistance”

Discussion Board 1 
Due

Unit 2 
Origins 

Dates Readings Assignments

June 20
Morris, “Black Southern 

Student Sit-In 
Movement”

June 21
Austin Holmes, “On 

Military Coups and Mad 
Utopias”

June 22 Gautney, “Occupy x”

June 23 Yörük, “The Long 
Summer of Turkey”
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Unit 2 
Origins

June 24 Tilly, “Social 
Movements as Politics” Presentation 1 Due

June 26 Presentation 1 Q & A 
Due

June 27

McAdam, “The 
Classical Model of 
Social Movements 

Examined”

June 28 McAdam, "The Political 
Process Model”

June 29 Jenkins, “Resource 
Mobilization Theory”

June 30
Korstad & Lichtenstein, 
“Opportunities Lost and 

Found”

July 1
Discussion Board 2 

Due 
Presentation 2 Due

July 3 Presentation 2 Q & A 
Due

Unit 3 
Structure 

Dates Readings Assignments

July 5 Gerbaudo, “Tweets & 
the Streets”

July 6 Granovetter, “The 
Strength of Weak Ties”

July 7 Freeman, “The Tyranny 
of Structurelessness”

July 8 Literature Review 1 
Due 

Presentation 3 Due

July 10 Presentation 3 Q & A 
Due

July 11 Howard & Parks, 
“Social Media & 

Political Change”

July 12 Costanza-Chock, “Mic 
Check!”
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Unit 3 
Structure

July 13 Bruns et al., “The Arab 
Spring and Social 
Media Audiences”

July 14 Jordan, “Online Direct 
Action”

July 15 Discussion Board 3 
Due 

Presentation 4 Due

July 17 Presentation 4 Q & A 
Due

Unit 4 
Impacts

Dates Readings Assignments

July 18 Meyer, “How Social 
Movements Matter”

July 19 Earl, “The Cultural 
Consequences of 

Social Movements”

July 20 Terriquez, “Training 
Young Activists”

July 21 Batliwala, “Grassroots 
Movements as 

Transnational Actors”

July 22 Taylor, “Black Lives 
Matter”

Presentation 5 Due

July 24 Presentation 5 Q & A 
Due

July 25 Eyerman, “Music in 
Movement”

July 26 McCaughan, “Notes on 
Mexican Art”

July 27 Literature Review 2 
Due

July 27 Presentation 6 Due

July 28 Presentation 6 Q & A 
Due

July 28 Final Project Due
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LATE ASSIGNMENTS

Late assignments are not accepted.

GRADING SCALE

Communication Plan

Here are my expectations for electronic communication:
• Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter (including questions

about grades). If the question you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could
benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion board forum.

• I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a
reply from me via email within 36 hours during the work week. You *may* get an email reply during
the weekend, but that would be an exception not the rule.

• I will also check the discussion forums during the work week. I will post often during the first weeks
of the course and then drop off in activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured
however, I *will* be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to
any discussion comment directed specifically at me.

• I am not an instructor who sends email to my students when they submit an assignment. If you do not
hear from me after submitting work, consider it a good thing.

Time Considerations

Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course 
assignments. While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis 
remember that in a traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending 
an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on assignments and reading. In our online course 
environment my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class hours” on your own, working on 
the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your time accordingly.

Substantive Participation Should Include:

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to
peer’s comments.

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator.
• Ask insightful questions.
• Answer other people’s questions.
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible.
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives.

A+ 97-100 B+ 87-89 C+ 77-79 D+ 67-69 F < 60

A 93-96 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 63-66

A- 90-92 B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62
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Ideas for Substantive Participation Include:

• Share an experience that is related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that 
are related to the course.

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course.
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective 

on an idea that is being discussed.
• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week. If you need more information, ask 

the participants a question about the week's reading.
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback.
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your 

personal and professional life.
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the 
actual page).

Incomplete Policy

According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional circumstances at 
the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request or be sufficiently close 
to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording of the incomplete grade, the 
grade will become an F(I). The incomplete policy for this course is that at least 70% of the course must be 
already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require 
an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you must contact the University Registrar and complete a 
“Request for Incomplete” form before the Registrar’s deadline.

Academic Integrity Policy

Academic dishonesty (cheating, plagiarism, signing someone else’s name on an attendance sheet, etc.) 
will not be tolerated. I reserve the right to fail any student who commits an act of academic dishonesty for 
the course.

All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and 
scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as a 
result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as an act of intentional 
dishonesty.

A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may 
include dismissal from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of academic dishonesty 
may be found in Section III of this document. You may also refer to the Student Handbook for 
information about the judicial process.

A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the 
intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this 
University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty.

Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and integrity are 
necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all academic work be wholly 
the product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are legitimate only when the assistance 
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of others is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate by the instructor of the course. Ethical 
conduct is the obligation of every member of the University community, and breaches of academic 
integrity constitute serious offenses.

Maintenance of the standards of academic integrity and the successful administration of this policy 
depend on the mutual cooperation of faculty and students.

Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this Academic 
Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on their syllabi their 
expectations concerning homework assignments, collaborative student efforts, research papers, 
examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts should be made to detect and to prevent 
cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members have evidence of academic 
dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly.

Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any 
other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to report incidents of 
academic dishonesty to the instructor or dean of the instructional unit.

The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass Dartmouth.

*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass Dartmouth
Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below.

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbookintroduction/studentconductpolicies/
academicintegritypolicy/

Center for Access & Success

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations 
to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and 
provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is 
obtained when you bring proper documentation to the Center, which is located in Liberal Arts, Room 016; 
phone: 508.999.8711.

Tutoring

If you are having difficulty with the class please:
Post a message on the Discussion Board – be sure to use your classmates for troubleshooting and problem 
solving.
Make an appointment to come in and meet with me during my office hours.
Contact the Academic Resource Center (ARC) for support: Academic Resource Center, Liberal Arts – 
Room 7 Phone: 508.999.8708, Fax: 508.910.6404

Technical Help

If you are in need of technical assistance the IT Service Desk is available to students. Claire T. Carney 
Library, lower level 508.999.8884 (x8884).
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