
Syllabus 
PSC 101 Introduction to American Politics 

Department of Political Science 
Professor Fobanjong 

Course Information 
Course Name: PSC 101 
Semester: Summer  

Instructor Information 
Name: John Fobanjong 
Email: jfobanjong@umassd.edu 
Phone: 508-730-8446 or 508-999-9177 
Office Hours: Also available by both email and zoom.   

Course Description 
The course is designed to introduce students to core concepts in American Government, with the 
purpose of providing a better understanding of U.S. political culture, institutions, processes, and 
public policies.  The course will start out by introducing students to the concept of politics and 
governance and proceed to examining the key institutions on which the U.S. governmental system 
is built - the Constitution, Congress, the Presidency, and the Judiciary. Once a firm knowledge of 
these institutions has been acquired, we will proceed to the study of the behavior, processes, values, 
and practices that are inherent in the political system.  From the theoretical explanations provided 
in class, you should at the end of the course be able to understand and interpret the intricacies 
of political transformations that occur on a daily basis in our nation. 

As a discipline, American Politics is constantly growing and evolving. The material that we 
are studying today in textbooks was at one time the day’s headline news.  It is an exciting and 
lively course.  Students who read the assigned chapters prior to coming to class will certainly gain 
more from the course. Since students in this course come from a variety of academic backgrounds 
with varying levels of knowledge in American Government, the course has been designed to 
encourage daily text reading, class discussions and news critiquing.  It is an approach that will 
bring in diverse perspectives.  Diverse perspectives are needed to enliven our learning 
experience.  To get the most out of the course therefore, it is important to read the assigned chapters 
and participate actively in classroom discussions.  As you all may know, learning is not a spectator 
activity.  It is a participant activity.  Our goal in this course therefore will be to use the material in 
the readings to cultivate and develop new knowledge. The cultivation and development of new 
knowledge requires the ability to think outside of the box.  To help us study and think outside of 
the box you are required to monitor news and come to class everyday prepared to share at least 
one major news item that you found interesting and instructive.  Using current or real time political 
developments to supplement our learning should make our knowledge of the subject both 
current and lively. Expect to lead class discussions and address questions on any topic that you 
share with your classmates.  This exercise will be conducted under the acronym CPR (Critical 



Policy Review).  You are required to post at least one news item a week on Discussion Board, and 
respond to at least two postings from your fellow classmates.     

Among the resources available to support classroom discussions are such major news 
sources as the New York Times, The Washington Post, the Boston Globe, Satellite and Cable 
News Networks, the Internet and especially the CQ Weekly Online 
at  (http://www.lib.umassd.edu/REFERENCE/eresources.shtml).  This site, the choice of 95% of 
the members of Congress, offers weekly analysis of news from Capital Hill as well as 
Congressional roll call votes.  It has a collection of reports on controversial issues of current 
significance.  The reports offer topic overviews and background information, opposing 
viewpoint essays, and much more.  The database contains reports dating back to 1991. 
Prerequisite:  None 
  
Course Credits:  3 
.  
Required Text: 

• O’Connor, Karen & Sabato, Larry J. American Government: Roots and Reform, New 
York: Pearson Publishers, Inc. ISBN 9780135247341 

• Online Purchase:   
https://www.pearson.com/store/p/revel-for-american-government-roots-and-reform-2018-
elections-and-updates-edition----access-card/P100001194348/9780135247341 

Required Materials: 
• Computer Laptop  
• Internet Access 

Course Objectives 
  

Upon completion of the course, the student would be able to 
  
- describe the core institutions that shape the American political system 
- understand the culminating forces that triggered the American Revolution 
-   Analyze the vertical and horizontal structure of the American government 
-   Describe the process by which a bill becomes law 
-  Describe the nomination process for Supreme Court judges 
- discuss and analyze the managerial role of public administrators. 
- Understand the role that campaigns and interest groups play in the electoral process.   
  

ommunication Plan 
  
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the 
question you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from the 
answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion board forum. 

http://www.lib.umassd.edu/REFERENCE/eresources.shtml
https://www.pearson.com/store/p/revel-for-american-government-roots-and-reform-2018-elections-and-updates-edition----access-card/P100001194348/9780135247341
https://www.pearson.com/store/p/revel-for-american-government-roots-and-reform-2018-elections-and-updates-edition----access-card/P100001194348/9780135247341


  
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can 
expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email 
reply during the weekend, but that would be an exception not the rule. 
  
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. I will post often during the 
first weeks of the course and then drop off in Activity while expecting participants to fill any 
void. Rest assured however, I *will* be participating in what I hope will be lively discussions and 
will *always* reply to any discussion comment directed specifically at me. 
  
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course 
assignments. While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly 
basis remember that in a traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 hours and 
then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on assignments and reading. In 
our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class 
hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. 
Please be sure to budget your time accordingly! 
  
Discussion Board 

Critical thinking is an intellectual skill that can be developed by reading, debating and 
analyzing events that are occurring nationally and internationally in our world.  I would like us to 
start each class doing just that.   Students are invited to monitor news developments regularly; 
pick out one news event that you think is fascinating and instructive and post on the CPR (Critical 
Policy Review) blog on myCourses.  Each class session will begin with an analysis of some of the 
news items that you have posted on CPR page.   

Substantive participation in online discussions should: 
• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes 

or no to peer’s comments 
• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 
• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

  
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ 
experiences that relate to the course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a 

different perspective on an idea that is being discussed 
• Give insights gained from assigned readings for the week. If you need more information, 

ask the participants a question about the week's reading 



• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the 

course to your personal and professional life. 
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer 

other participants’ questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a 
violation of copyright law to copy the actual page) 

Methods of Instruction 
  
Final Grade Breakdown: 
  
Attendance & Participation      10% 
Exam 1                                            30 
Exam 2                                            30 
Exam 3                                            30 
                             Total:              100% 
  

GRADING SCALE: 

                             90 – 10 = A 

                             80 -  89 = B 

                             70 -  79 = C 

                             60 -  69 = D 

                             00 -  59 = F 

 Explanation of Final Grade Components: 
• Your grade for Class Participation will come from the contributions you post on 

Discussion Board.  Following each assigned reading and after watching each assigned 
video, you are expected to share at least one thought on Blackboard, and reply to at 
least two postings from other students.  To maximize your potential for a higher grade, 
you are encouraged to go beyond these underlined minimums.   Your potential for a 
higher grade will also be enhanced for postings that are original, for postings that share 
real world experiences, and for postings that provide links or reference sources. 

  
Late Assignments: 
There will be a five-point reduction in grade for students who do not present at least five CPR 
topics during the semester.     

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 
accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the 



beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access 
and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to 
the Center. 

University Academic Policies 
These policies are also available in the student handbook on the University website - 
umassd.edu 

• Information on Incompletes 
• Student Behavior 
• Student Academic Integrity  
• Definition of Credit Hour 
• Course Withdrawal 
• Grade Appeal 
• Attendance Policy 
• Academic Calendar 
• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Academic and Technical Support 
  
Tutoring 

• If you have difficulty with the coursework, please reach out to me or contact the 
Academic Resource Center. 

• The Multiliteracy & Communication Center offers online writing tutoring. 
  
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses 
support portal. 

• Do you need help with other UMass Dartmouth technologies? Please contact CITS. 

Course Schedule 
  
Topic(s):  Chapter 1, American Government: Roots, Context and Culture 
  
Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 1 in the textbook and read the Lecture Notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

  
Assignment(s): 

• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 
in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Grades_and_Grading_System
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/active-policy-list/academic-affairs/academic-integrity-policy-and-reporting-form/
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintaining-aid/withdrawal-policy/
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37#Student_Enrollment_Status
https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/title-ix-and-sexual-assaultharassment/
https://www.umassd.edu/arc/
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
http://umd.echelp.org/
http://umd.echelp.org/
https://ithelp.umassd.edu/auth/index.php


  
 Topic(s):  Chapter 2, The Constitution 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 2 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review) Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  
Topic(s):  The Federal System 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 3 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates. 

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  
Topic(s):  Civil Liberties 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 4 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates. 

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  
  
Topic(s):  Chapter 5: Civil Rights 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 5 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 



• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 
in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  

Exam 1 
  
Topic(s):  Chapter 6: Congress 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 6 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  
  
Topic(s):  Chapter 7: The Presidency 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 7 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Topic(s):  Chapter 8: The Executive Branch and the Federal Bureau 

Reading(s): 
• Read Chapter 8 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 

Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   
 Assignment(s): 



• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 
in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  
 Topic(s):  Chapter 9: The Judiciary 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 9 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  

EXAM 2 
  
  
Topic(s):  Chapter 10: Public Opinion and Political Socialization 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 10 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  
 Topic(s):  Chapter 12: Campaigns, Elections and Voting 
 Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 12 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   



• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  
  
Topic(s):  Chapter 15: Social and Economic Policy 
Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 15 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  
Topic(s):  Chapter 15: Foreign and Defense Policy 
Reading(s): 

• Read Chapter 16 in the textbook, and read the lecture notes posted on Discussion 
Board.  Also watch any accompanying video(s).   

 Assignment(s): 
• CPR (Critical Policy Review):  Share at least one new political development that occurred 

in a country outside the United States this week, and comment on at least two 
Discussion Board postings from your classmates.   

• TTR (Thoughts Triggered by the Readings): Share at least one new thought that the 
readings or videos triggered in your mind, and respond to at least two thoughts posted 
by your classmates.   

  

 EXAM 3:  
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