
 
Course Information 
Course Name: History of Roman Civilization 
Course ID: HST  521 – 7101 
Semester: (5/23/2022 - 6/27/2022) 
Mode: Online 
Instructor Information 
Instructor: Crystal Lynn Lubinsky, PhD 
Email: clubinsky@umassd.edu 
Phone: xxxxx 
Office Hours Online, Zoom, appts set up via email 
Class Schedule, Office Hours and Location 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

Weeks start 
with readings 
on Mondays 

   

 

 

 
Weeks end at 
11:59pm on 

Sundays 
 
 

Course Description 
Course Description: A survey of Roman civilization from the origins of Rome to the age of 
Constantine, emphasizing Roman social and political institutions. Related topics include Roman 
imperialism, Latin literature, Roman religion, and early Christianity. Readings include a variety 
of primary sources. 
Course Credits: 3 credits. 
*Required Textbooks: This will be available at the campus bookstore on the Dartmouth 
campus, but alternatively you may purchase the textbook from another resource, for example 
Amazon, etc. 

1. Shelton, Jo-Ann (Editor). As the Romans Did: A Sourcebook in Roman Social 
History, 2nd Edition. Oxford University Press, 1998. ISBN:  9780195089745 

2. Boatwright, Mary T., Daniel J. Gargola, Noel Lenski, and Richard J.A. Talbert. A 
Brief History of the Romans, Second Edition. Oxford University Press, 2013. ISBN: 
9780199987559 

 

Course Objectives 
• Understand historical continuities and changes (economic, political, technological, social, 

intellectual, cultural trends) in the development of Roman civilization. 
• Recognize ethical/religious, social, and political issues in complex contexts and evaluate 

the positions taken by the Romans and others. 
• Critically evaluate and locate both hard copy and on-line primary and secondary source 

resources and databases. 

Read / watch videos throughout the week. This is a fast-paced class, multiple 
chapters a week. However, it is asynchronous – all assignments open at the 
start and all due dates on last day of class: 6/27 by 11:59 pm (midnight) 



 
• Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of 

sources. 
• Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on human questions and 

contexts. 
 
Methods of Instruction 
For the short course, I have selected portions of your textbook, journal articles, excerpts from 
primary source materials (including manuscripts, epistles, orations, images – art, artifacts, 
architecture, etc.), video lectures, and movies for you to read/view on your own time within for 
most days of the course. These materials will provide you with the knowledge to complete the 
assignments listed below. 
 
Evaluation and Grading Breakdown: 
Discussion Forum/Thread Participation 30 pts 
Primary Source Analysis Paper 20 pts 
Reading Tests 50 pts 
Total 100 pts 

 
Discussion Board Forums 

• In order to remove the stress of a discussion board, i.e. you do not need to comment on 
another’s thread for the full grade, this is how these will be scored:  

• There will be 3 in total. 
• Required length: 500 words or more. I expect formal, edited, and mature threads/replies 

that are challenging and innovative. Use of primary sources, since this is a graduate 
course, will be noted amongst higher scoring submissions… 

Reading Tests 
• These are based on the textbook readings, and the quiz will refer to either the sourcebook 

or textbook by author so you can prepare - there will be 5 in total. 
• Each reading test will consist of true/false and multiple-choice questions, and the quiz’s 

instructions will tell you if they come from the primary sourcebook (Shelton) or the 
textbook (Boatwright). 

• These are timed at 30 minutes each – you are in grad school, I expect you to prepare 
more so than your undergrad counterparts.  

• There are student resources online offered by Oxford Press, who produces your textbook, 
that may help you: http://global.oup.com/us/companion.websites/9780199987559/stud/ 

Course Writing Project – Primary Source Analysis (integral skill for historians) 
• Due to the time constraints of Maymester courses, your writing project is a dense, 5-page 

primary source analysis paper (5 pages not including bibliography or title page – so 7 
pages at minimum total). 

• You are concentrating on the document’s content, authorship, audience, and historical 
context. Purpose of paper: All documents are written for specific reasons. 



 
1. What is the document – meaning date (influential events/people), region written in 
(changes who the audience is), language it was written in (shows who the main 
audience is), authorship (was this written by the person or was it recorded by 
someone later and why), audience (take a stab and who this was for)? 
2. What is the main theme, i.e. the message that the author(s) are/is trying to promote 
or convey? What does the author attempt to answer for people?  
3. How is this document instructive or persuasive for an audience? How would they 
understand the “author(s’)” intent, i.e. what are the document instructing? 
4. So, documents from certain points of history will reflect the major tenets of the 
Roman Civilization at certain points of time. (Random example, a political document 
from China may not seem like it deals with the Mandate of Heaven, but it does 
because it must. The Mandate of Heaven is the governing socio-political thought of 
the time and an author cannot escape this as their worldview).  

• This is a manuscript analysis, not a research project, though some research may be 
needed. 

• All primary source documents for analysis appear on myCourses – within a special 
content area dedicated to information for your “final analysis/research paper.” 

• I will judge you on the quality of your secondary sources used in research – peer 
reviewed should be a normative basis in grad school… 

• Any research materials used can be referred to within the paragraphs by footnotes or 
parenthetical references, your choice. In history, it is required that you reference the 
resources you use to support arguments/theses or to state facts, such as web links, books, 
journal articles, archaeological reports, etc. 

• 12 pt. Times New Roman font, double-spaced, one-inch margins. 
• Submit via myCourses only. 
• Formal essays. I grade grammar/spelling, argument, style, and professionalism. 

No Late Assignments, no time for extensions/make-up assignments in such a short semester 
 
Class on a weekly schedule: 
This is an asynchronous course, meaning that all assignments are open from the start and 
all assignments are due by “midnight” (11:59 pm) on the last day of class 6/27, but I 
suggest that you should pace yourself along the way. Perhaps on a “weekly schedule,” for 
example:  
 
May 23-29:   

Textbook: Chapter 1: Archaic Italy and the Origins of Rome. 
        Chapter 2: Republican Rome and the Conquest of Italy. 

Sourcebook: TBA (specific pages will appear on the official course syllabus on 
myCourses on the first day of the semester; I am waiting on an exam copy from the 
publisher so I can plug in page #s from the second edition) 

      
May 30-June 5:  

Textbook: Chapter 3: The Beginnings of a Mediterranean Empire  



 
       Chapter 4: Italy and Empire 
Sourcebook: TBA (specific pages will appear on the official course syllabus on 
myCourses on the first day of the semester; I am waiting on an exam copy from the 
publisher so I can plug in page #s from the second edition) 

  
June 6-12:  

Textbook: Chapter 5: Italy Threatened, Enfranchised, Divided 
                Chapter 6: The Domination of Sulla and Its Legacy. 

     Chapter 7: End of the Republic: Caesar's Dictatorship 
Sourcebook: TBA (specific pages will appear on the official course syllabus on 
myCourses on the first day of the semester; I am waiting on an exam copy from the 
publisher so I can plug in page #s from the second edition) 

 
June 13-19: 

Textbook:  
     Chapter 8: Augustus and the Transformation of the Roman World. 
     Chapter 9: The Early Principate (A.D. 14-69): The Julio-Claudians, the Civil       

War of 68-69, and Life in the Early Empire  
     Chapter 10: Military Expansion and Limits: Empire and the Provinces (69-

138) 
Sourcebook: TBA (specific pages will appear on the official course syllabus on 
myCourses on the first day of the semester; I am waiting on an exam copy from the 
publisher so I can plug in page #s from the second edition) 

 
June 20-27:  

Finish all outstanding assignments if you waited until the end… 
Focus on finishing your analysis paper. Class ends at the end of the day, 6/27. 

 
Communication Plan 
Expectations for electronic communication 
Email communication or MyCourses messaging are preferred to phone communication. 
If the question you ask is of a nature that even one other person in the course could benefit from 
the answer, please post the question in the appropriate discussion board forum. 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can 
expect a reply from me via email within 24 hours during the workweek. You may get an email 
reply during the weekend, but that would be an exception not the rule, so expect a response to 
weekend emails on the following Monday. 
I will also check the discussion forums daily. I will be participating in our lively discussions if I 
must play the “devil’s advocate” to maintain a critical discussion. I will always reply to any 
discussion comment directed specifically at me. 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 10-15 hours a week on reading and on 
course assignments. While you may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a 
weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course you would be coming to class for 3 



 
hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on assignments and 
reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those 
“class hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. 
Please be sure to manage your time accordingly! 
Substantive participation should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes 
or no to peer’s comments. 

• Challenge comments in class, including those of the professor. 
• Ask insightful questions. 
• Answer other people’s questions. 
• Strengthen your ideas and points with historical references to primary sources or to 

scholarly arguments. 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives (therefore no 

Ancient Aliens!) 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an innovative idea related to the historical content under discussion. Comment on 
other participants’ hypotheses or criticisms that are related to the course. 

• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different 
perspective on an idea that is being discussed. 

• Give insights gained from readings that were assigned for the week. If you need more 
information, ask the participants a question about the week's reading. 

• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the 
course to an established tradition or scholarly position.  

Grades: A – (93 – 100)  C+  – (77 – 79.9) 
 A-  – (90 – 92.9)  C – (73 – 76.9) 
 B+  – (87 – 89.9)  C-  – (70 – 72.9) 
 B – (83 – 86.9)  D – (60 – 69.9) 
 B-  – (80 – 82.9)  F –  Below 60 
 
Attendance Policy 
As an online course, your attendance is recorded by the discussion forum participation 
assignments. I have enabled statistics tracking for each of you and can see your collective 
participation. 
Incomplete Policy 
According to the university catalogue, an incomplete may be given only in exceptional 
circumstances at the instructor's discretion. The student must be passing at the time of the request 
or be sufficiently close to passing. If the work is not completed within one year of the recording 
of the incomplete grade, the grade will become an F (I). The incomplete policy for this course is 
that at least 70% of the course must be already completed and an exceptional circumstance (i.e. 
medical issue) must exist. If you feel you require an incomplete for an exceptional reason, you 
need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then decide on a 
course of action. 



 
Course Conduct 
UMass Dartmouth policies regarding equal opportunity, discrimination, harassment, and sexual 
violence apply to all learning environments wherever they are located and from wherever they 
are taught. This applies to all UE face-to-face, off campus, blended, and online courses. Please 
see the Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion brochure for information at 
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentc
odeofconduct/. 
Student Academic Integrity Policy 
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity 
and scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, 
whether as a result of a failure to understand required academic and scholarly procedure or as an 
act of intentional dishonesty. 
A student found responsible of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action, 
which may include dismissal from the University. The procedure for responding to incidents of 
academic dishonesty may be found in Section III of this document. You may also refer to the 
Student Handbook for information about the judicial process. 
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for 
the intellectual accomplishments of others. These values are fundamental to the mission of this 
University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty. 
Academic freedom is a fundamental right in any institution of higher learning. Honesty and 
integrity are necessary preconditions of this freedom. Academic integrity requires that all 
academic work be wholly the product of an identified individual or individuals. Joint efforts are 
legitimate only when the assistance of others is explicitly acknowledged and deemed appropriate 
by the instructor of the course. Ethical conduct is the obligation of every member of the 
University community, and breaches of academic integrity constitute serious offenses. 
Faculty cooperation is essential for successful application of the procedures defined by this 
Academic Integrity Policy. Faculty members promote academic integrity by making clear on 
their syllabi their expectations concerning homework assignments, collaborative student efforts, 
research papers, examinations, computer-based infractions, and the like. Efforts should be made 
to detect and to prevent cheating and plagiarism in all academic assignments. If faculty members 
have evidence of academic dishonesty, they are expected to report such evidence promptly. 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and 
in any other work designated by the instructor of the course. Students are also expected to report 
incidents of academic dishonesty to the instructor or dean of the instructional unit. 
The intent of this policy is to make clear the standards of academic integrity at UMass 
Dartmouth. 
*For additional information on violations, infractions, and consequences visit the UMass 
Dartmouth Student Academic Integrity Policy at the link below. 
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandrep
ortingform/  
Resources for UMass Dartmouth Students 
Technical Help 
Technical support for myCourses is available 24/7: 

http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcodeofconduct/
http://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/departments/studentconductanddisputeresolution/studentcodeofconduct/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/
https://www.umassd.edu/policies/activepolicylist/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicyandreportingform/


 
• Students can email myCoursesHelp@umassd.edu or call the Student Help desk at 508-

999-8505 during normal business hours. (Mon-Fri 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. EST) 
• During off-hours, weekends, and holidays, technical assistance is available for students at 

http://umd.echelp.org/. 
Support information for all other UMass Dartmouth technologies can be found here:  
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/ 

http://umd.echelp.org/
http://www.umassd.edu/extension/technicalresources/

