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Course Description 

ENL 102 is a synthesis-focused course that builds on ENL 101. Students sharpen analytical skills by reading 

complex texts across public and academic genres. Students also create individual research questions, build 

college-level research skills, compose sophisticated syntheses, and revise their own argumentative, 

academic contributions to a defined conversation. Students leave the course prepared for intermediate 

reading and writing tasks in a broad variety of disciplines as well as with improved research skills and the 

reflective habits of successful, life-long learners. 

In addition to being a synthesis-focused course, ENL 102 is a theme-based course. In this section, we will 

explore arguments about attention, where it goes, how it is used, who wants it, what we lend it to, and how 

deliberately we engage it, or not.  Debates about attention might include (I’m sure together we’ll identify 

more together!): 

▪ What is the relationship between our technologies and our attention? 

▪ How can we enhance our attention? 

▪ How can we prioritize our attention deliberately? 

▪ What is the value of distraction? 

▪ How is attention commodified or economized? 

To answer to these questions, we will read and discuss a selection of arguments to identify the crux of the 

debate and synthesize the different perspectives we find. Your final writing project in the course asks you to 

join the conversation, making an argument for your own perspective in response to the synthesized debate.  

You will also have weekly attention-related challenges and related discussion board posts. These are 

designed to encourage you to engage with and reflect on the different practices that our course topic 

explores. It’s an opportunity to directly experiment with what you’re learning and challenge your attention 

habits! 

The pre-requisite for ENL 102 is successful completion of ENL 101 (or its equivalent). 

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 

English 102 is a University Studies Cluster 1 – Foundations for Engagement: Skills for the 21st Century course. 

Enl-102 fulfills the 1B requirement. The objectives and outcomes of these courses are described on the 

UMassD web site: https://www.umassd.edu/universitystudies/curriculum/.  

Course Logistics 

 Class Organization 

This course an online, asynchronous Continuing Education course.  

All assignment information will be available on myCourses, organized by week. An overview for the week—

its objective and learning outcomes—and assignments for the week will be posted at the start of the week. 

You can expect written instructions, videos, practice assignments, models, journals, and discussion boards 

to be part of your regular work. Regular and consistent feedback will help students progress and improve. 

Credit Hour Standard 

ENL 102 is a regular 3-credit class. For a regular 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours 

per week of out-of-class work are required. I recommend that you plan on and schedule at least 6 hours 

each week for focused work on 102 reading and writing. Make it a regular habit. I recommend adding the 

work time for the course to your calendar. Scheduling is a powerful tool. 

https://www.umassd.edu/universitystudies/curriculum/
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Reading list 

Required Textbooks  

All required course readings will be accessible via myCourses as links to PDFs, library databases, 

or the internet. 

Required Materials & Organization 

In addition to the materials on myCourses, I recommend some version of organization for materials related 

to this course.  

If you prefer print and paper and if you have access to and choose to print readings and assignments, I 

recommend: 

▪ a binder suitable for keeping all readings, assignments, and drafts together and accessible. If you keep 

print materials, have all readings printed out and available by printing them, three-hole punching them, 

and adding them to your binder. 

If you prefer to work digitally and/or if you do not have access to a printer, I recommend: 

▪ creating a folder on OneDrive for ENL102 and downloading materials there to read and annotate. 

Although digital copies will be on myCourses, the downloaded copies will be your personal copies that 

include any notes or highlighting you add. 

For everyone, I recommend that you organize your work for the course by 

1. Creating a folder and using it to save all your work for this course. I recommend using OneDrive 

(or another Cloud service) so that your work is backed up. If something happens to your personal 

computer, you will still have access to your work through your OneDrive account. Keeping it all in 

one location means that you can always find it when it is time to submit work. 

2. You must submit all your work as a .doc or .docx files. Microsoft Word files are the file type that I 

can open in myCourses and add marginal comments to your work. It will save a lot of rework and 

hassle if you work in Microsoft Word. It is available to you as a UMassD student as part of Office 

365. For more information, refer to: https://www.umassd.edu/office365/ 

3. Keeping a notebook for the course. You can dedicate a notebook to our course or add loose-leaf 

paper to your binder (if you’re keeping a binder). I strongly recommend that you take notes during 

our live meetings and discussions, use it in small group work, and use it as you read to keep track of 

ideas or questions. It’s a good idea to have a piece of paper (in a dedicated binder or notebook!) to 

keep track of that thinking (and focus your attention on the task at hand). 

What You Can Expect from Coursework 

Reading and Writing 

ENL 102 is reading intensive. You will read challenging college-level texts, analyze the argumentative 

structures of texts, and synthesize positions among writers within the class’s specific issue. Then you will 

respond with your own reasoned argument in the final assignment. 

Reviewing Writing and Revising in Response to Feedback 

You will have the opportunity to review the work of peers and to have your work reviewed by peers and by 

me. We will talk about how to provide useful feedback. Essays will receive feedback and require revision. 

You are expected to revise your writing in response to feedback from peers and from me before a final 

grade is given. You will be asked to write revision memos with final assignments. 

https://www.umassd.edu/office365/
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Metacognition 

You will reflect on and analyze you own writing and your progress as readers, writers, and researchers. 

Metacognitive activities may include journal responses, in class responses, and reflection in revision memos. 

Major Assignments 

 

You will complete three major assignments. In each unit, the major assignment is supported by homework 

assignments and classroom activities.  

Please see the Course Calendar in this syllabus for the major structure of the course and myCourses Weekly 

Schedule section for daily assignments and activities. Expect to find assignments and all required readings 

posted to myCourses. Check it regularly. If you have trouble navigating the site, contact me.  

Course Policies (A-Z) 

Communication 

Staying in communication with me and with your academic advisor is the best policy. You have 

two major options to discuss things with me outside of class:  

(1) see me during office hours 

(2) email me 

Email 

Outside of class, UMassD email is my primary means of communicating with you. It is also your best way of 

reaching me. It is University policy that students are responsible for all official correspondence sent to their 

standard UMassD e-mail address (@umassd.edu). Privacy considerations, such as federal law, may apply 

when using an address other than the University e-mail address. Please check your UMassD email regularly. 

Though I will do my best to respond promptly to emails, please know that I do not check my email after 6 

pm. 

PLEASE NOTE: While I encourage you to email me if you have questions or need clarification on something, 

please take the time to thoroughly check myCourses or the syllabus before contacting me. For instance, 

information about my office hours, homework assignments, due dates, class policies, etc. can all be found in 

the syllabus and on myCourses. Any changes to the schedule will always be posted to the “Announcements” 

section of myCourses. For these reasons, I will not respond to emails if the answer to the question can be 

found on the syllabus or in our class myCourses site. 

Grading 

All student work is graded by points; points then convert to the letter grade. Your grade in the 

course is comprised of the three major assignments, homework assignments and quizzes, and 

engagement points. Engagement in this course is a combination of discussion board participation, and/or 

journal posts. 
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Course Components 
 

▪ Major Assignments. We have three major 

assignments. These comprise the bulk of 

your grade: 

1. Reading Analysis Assignment 

2. Synthesis Report 

3. Contribution Essay 

▪ Homework & Quizzes. 

▪ Engagement. (Participating in the 

discussion boards and peer work.) 

Grading Homework Assignments 

Homework assignments are important building 

blocks for in-class work and major 

assignments. I grade homework assignments 

on a scale of completeness. Your objective with homework is to demonstrate complete engagement with 

the skill/activity. The general grading rubric for homework looks like this: 

 
YES 

(full points) 

SOMEWHAT 

(half points) 

NO  

(0 points) 

Assignment is complete and successfully 

submitted to MyCourses on time. 

   

 

Grading Scale 

Grades for this course follow the university’s grading scale: 

▪ A+ 100-97 

▪ A 96-93 

▪ A- 92-90 

▪ B+ 89-87 

▪ B 86-83 

▪ B- 82-80 

▪ C+ 79-77 

▪ C 76-73 

▪ C- 70-72 

▪ D+ 69-67 

▪ D 66-63 

▪ D- 62-60 

▪ F 59 and below 

Grading, Incomplete 

Incompletes are not given for ENL-102 courses as a rule. If you feel you require an incomplete for an 

exceptional reason, you need to email me and state your reasons for the incomplete in writing. We will then 

decide on a course of action. 

20%

20%

20%

20%

20%
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Submitting Work 

Submission and completion deadlines for all assignments are clearly highlighted on myCourses. 

Check there often.  

Due dates and deadlines 

Each assignment will have a due date and a deadline.  

Due Dates. The due date is the date by which you must complete work if you want the potential to earn full 

credit for the assignment. Due dates are specified on the assignment. Assignments will be available for one 

week after the due date to submit for late credit. 

Deadlines. The deadline is the date on which the assignment dies, meaning that the assignment submission 

option disappears from myCourses. After the deadline you can neither submit the work nor earn credit for 

it. 

• Final versions of major assignments, the deadline is two weeks after the due date. If you miss the 

due date, 1 point is deducted from the major assignment’s final score for the first 24 hours. For 

every 24 hours following, 1 point is deducted, until submission or the deadline, whichever comes 

first. This includes weekends. For example, if a draft is due Thursday 9:00 AM, and you submit the 

paper Monday at 10:30 AM, the paper is into its 5th day of being late, so 5 points will be deducted 

from the final paper’s score.  

• Minor assignments (homework, low-stakes writing tasks, and so on), the deadline is one week 

after the due date. You can earn partial credit for work submitted after the due date and before 

the deadline. It is in your best interest to submit homework assignments on time as they are critical 

building blocks to the major assignments and prepare you for in-class tasks, so I recommend that 

you complete and submit them on time.  

Your assignment is given a timestamp by myCourses when you submit your file. Your work is late when it is 

submitted after the myCourses deadline. myCourses, like all technology, can have glitches. I advise you to 

leave time to experience technical issues, that is, do not begin to submit your work at 11:59 PM. Technical 

issues are not a good enough reason to avoid late penalties.  

 

Technology 

No student may record or distribute materials from the course without express written consent 

from me. 

University Policies and Support Services 

The UMassD provides a web page about university policies, standards, and services online. You can review 

this “omnibus” information on this page. To supplement to the university statements, I offer some 

recommendations relevant to our course for these topics: 

Academic Integrity  

In this course we will concentrate on how to engage with sources, especially how to work with and build on 

other people’s ideas. When you have questions about how to work with others, including your classmates 

and our class texts, please ask.  

If you reach the point with an assignment where cheating or plagiarizing seems like your best option, stop 

and come talk to me instead. This course is meant to help you learn how to read and write complex 

https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
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arguments. My responsibility is to help you through the challenging process. I can likely help you with a 

writing problem or class issue, if you make me aware of it. 

I strongly recommend that you read the university’s full academic integrity policy. 

Credit Hour Standard 

ENL 102 is a regular 3-credit class. For a regular 3-credit class, 3 hours per week of in-class work and 6 hours 

per week of out-of-class work are required. I recommend that you plan on and schedule at least 6 hours 

each week for focused work on 102 reading and writing. Make it a regular habit. I recommend adding the 

work time for the course to your calendar. Scheduling is powerful. 

Tutoring Support Services 

For our course, I recommend the free tutoring available at the Writing and Multiliteracy Center when you 

want additional help with writing and communication assignments. The MCC is in the Liberal Arts building, 

Rooms 219-221. You can learn more about what they do and schedule an appointment on their home page. 

Course Calendar 

Weekly Schedule by Unit 

In general, here is how the weekly materials and minor assignments will be distributed: 

Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 

Week’s work 

becomes 

available in 

myCourses 

 

Assignment 

#1 due by 

end of day 

   

Assignment 

#2 and 

Weekly 

Challenge 

due by end 

of day 

  

** 

While this is the general format, you should pay close attention to myCourses  

each week for the details of that particular week! 

** 

Details for each day and homework assignments to prepare for class are provided in the Weekly Schedule in 

our myCourses site. Check myCourses regularly! 

Week 1: Getting Introduced, Getting Organized 

Weeks 2- 4: Unit One: Understanding the Issue (i.e. Reading for Synthesis) 

In this unit, we will read to understand what is being said about our topic. This unit builds on the engaged 

skepticism that you practiced in ENL 101 because it asks you to consider the credibility of authors and 

arguments and identify the claims, support, and assumptions in the arguments author’s make. The purpose 

of our reading in this unit is to read for argument, not to read for information, thus our motivating question 

is: According to this author, what is the issue?  

Weeks 5 - 8: Unit Two: Describing the Debate (i.e. Presenting the Synthesis) 

While the first unit is about reading to understand the issue, to gather the various perspectives in the 

debate, this unit is about assembling those individual arguments into categories, patterns, and relationships 

https://www.umassd.edu/studentaffairs/studenthandbook/academic-regulations-and-procedures/
https://www.umassd.edu/multiliteracy-communication-center/
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through synthesis so that the debate can be described in summary In this unit the author’s arguments 

become the evidence for the stances you identify.  

Weeks 9-14: Unit Three: Entering the Debate (i.e. Research and Contribution) 

In this unit, having now a clear view of the debate and how to describe it, you will take a position of your 

own and argue your perspective by making a claim and supporting it with evidence. Responding to the 

perspectives identified through your synthesis, your goal is to contribute what you have to say about the 

issue by situating your position in response to the other perspectives, showing where there may be 

agreement and addressing possible objections to your stance. 

Important dates on the Continuing Education Academic Calendar 

Link to the full calendar 

Sept. 12 – End of the Add/Drop period 

Oct. 7 – Last day to file for Pass/Fail. (Does not apply to ENL-102) 

Nov. 14 – Last day to withdraw from a class 

Dec. 7– Last day of classes. There is no final exam in this course. 

University Observed Holidays, no classes. Weekly Schedule will still post on Monday holidays. Due 

dates may be adjusted. 

*** 

ONE FINAL NOTE 

Course due dates and policies are subject to change, but any changes will be communicated to you ahead of 

implementation. Do pay close attention to myCourses to dates and announcements on myCourses.  

Information on myCourses supersedes dates and information provided here. 

*** 

https://www.umassd.edu/online/support/academic-calendar/
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