
 

Course Information 
Course Name: Personal Finance 
Course ID: FIN 320 
Semester: Fall (7 week session – September and October 2022) 
Mode: Online - Asynchronous  

Instructor Information 
Name: Michael P. Griffin 
Email: mgriffin@umassd.edu 
Phone: 508.910.6947 
Office Hours: TBD 

Course Description 
An introduction to the financial planning process of setting goals, developing action plans, creating budgets, and 
measuring results. The student will become familiar with the techniques of financial analyses necessary to make choices 
when considering housing, insurance, retirement plans, and borrowing and other personal finance issues.  This is an 
online version of the course. Students must utilize myCourses and the McGraw-Hill Connect system. 
 
Prerequisite: 
 
Course Credits: 3 
 
Required Text and Materials: 
Personal Finance, 14th edition, Kapoor, Dlabay, Hughes, McGraw-Hill  
 
You will be completing your homework, quizzes, and exams in the Connect system. Therefore, the textbook, with which 
the Connect system is bundled, is a requirement of this course. If you purchase the Connect Access Card, it includes the 
e-Book (textbook). If you purchase a used version of the text, you will still need to purchase Connect access. 
 
You also have the option of going all digital and you can purchase Connect Plus directly from the Connect site (see 
address below.)  
 

The web address for the Connect section of this course is: 
 
https://connect.mheducation.com/class/m-griffin-fin-320-personal-finance-fall-2022 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: You can purchase the text via the above web address. 
 

Here are the ISBN numbers for the different options: 
 

• KAPOOR, Connect Access Card for Personal Finance (includes ebook) 14E. ISBN: 9781266485275 $130.00 
• KAPOOR, LOOSELEAF PERSONAL FINANCE plus CONNECT ACCESS CARD 14E. ISBN: 9781265280178 $169.00 

 
 

https://connect.mheducation.com/class/m-griffin-fin-320-personal-finance-fall-2022


Access to the McGraw-Hill Connect Online Learning Center (if you buy the book from the UMD bookstore, accesses to 
Connect is included): 
 
ConnectPlus: 
All required online assignments and the interactive eBook for this course are available in Connect: 
 
and this is worth 35% of your total grade in this course. In ConnectPlus, every question links directly to the eBook. This 
means that when you are struggling with a question you can go directly to the explanation in the eBook for help without 
carrying around a heavy textbook! You can access the eBook from any computer, any time. If you also want to purchase 
a print text, you can buy a discounted loose-leaf version of your book with the click on a button from within your 
Connect account. 
  

1. To get started, go to the Connect section for this specific section: 
 
https://connect.mheducation.com/class/m-griffin-fin-320-personal-finance-fall-2022 
 
2. and click Register Now.   
3. Next, you will need to enter your email address and click Submit.  
4. If you already have a Connect Registration Code (with the package in the bookstore), enter the code and click 

Submit.  
5. If you don’t have a Registration Code, you can buy access directly from the Section URL.   
6. Complete the remaining steps to finish registering for ConnectPlus. 

 
Here are the steps to register if you have any questions.  
 
If you have any questions regarding registering and/or access Connect please contact McGraw-Hill directly at:  

• 1-800-331-5094 or  
• go to www.mhhe.com/support.  

Their support team is open from M-Th 9am-Midnight, Fridays 9am-7pm, Saturdays 9am-1pm, Sundays 1pm-Midnight.  
 
Please do not come to me with any Connect questions without contacting McGraw-Hill first. McGraw-Hill will help you 
verify you have had an issue, provide both a case number and timed date stamped report you can submit to me and 
work towards helping resolve your issue.  I will only consider granting extensions if you have followed this process. 

Course Objectives and Competencies 
Course Objectives 
 

1. The personal financial planning process. 
2. Goal setting and opportunity costs. 
3. Personal financial planning aspects of career planning. 
4. How to prepare personal financial statements. 
5. How to prepare a personal budget, 
6. Calculating personal taxable income. 
7. Basics of personal federal tax liability and income tax planning. 
8. Savings plans and payment accounts. 
9. Choosing sources of consumer credit. 
10. The factors to be considered when purchasing and financing a home 
11. Principles of life insurance. 
12. Investing fundamentals. 
13. Investing in Mutual Funds. 
14. The basics of retirement planning. 

 
Competencies and Contact Hours 

https://connect.mheducation.com/class/m-griffin-fin-320-personal-finance-fall-2022
http://create.mcgraw-hill.com/wordpress-mu/success-academy-student/registering-for-connect/
http://www.mhhe.com/support


Competencies Hours 
1. Identify and define the elements of the personal financial planning process 1 
2. Set personal financial goals 1 
3. Perform basic time value of money calculations related to goal setting. 2 
4.  Prepare a resume and a career plan 2 
5. Prepare personal financial statements 2 
6. Prepare a personal budget 2 
7. Identify critical records and to retain and proper disposition of old records 1 
8. Calculate taxable income and a federal tax liability 2 
9. Identify tax planning strategies 2 
10. Identify factors that affect the selection and use of various savings plans 1 
11. Identify and compare various financial institutions and the services they offer 2 
12. Calculate an APY 1 
13. List the pros and cons of various forms of consumer credit 2 
14. Calculate credit capacity metrics 2 
15. Describe the 5 Cs of Credit 1 
16. Calculate monthly cost of home ownership 2 
17. Compare renting versus owning 1 
18. Determine life insurance need 2 
19. Assess how risk and liquidity impact investment decisions. 2 
20.  Calculate a return on investment 2 
21. Describe how to use asset allocation strategies to manage risk and achieve investment goals. 2 
22. Describe the characteristics of mutual funds 2 
23. Evaluate mutual funds 3 
24. Describe the process of retirement planning 2 

Communication Plan 
 
Expectations for Electronic Communication 
Please use email *ONLY* when the subject is of a personal and confidential matter. If the question you ask is of a nature 
that even one other person in the course could benefit from the answer, post the question in the appropriate discussion 
board forum. 
 
I check my email daily Monday through Friday during normal business hours only. You can expect a reply from me via 
email within 24 hours during the workweek. You *may* get an email reply during the weekend, but that would be an 
exception not the rule. 
 
I will also check the discussion forums daily during the workweek. I will post often during the first weeks of the course 
and then drop off in Activity while expecting participants to fill any void. Rest assured however, I *will* be participating 
in what I hope will be lively discussions and will *always* reply to any discussion comment directed specifically at me. 
 
Time Considerations 
Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 3 hours a week on reading and on course assignments. While you 
may feel that I’m displaying a lot of information to you on a weekly basis remember that in a traditional “live” course 
you would be coming to class for 3 hours and then spending an additional 3-6 hours (at least) outside of class on 
assignments and reading. In our online course environment, my expectation is that you will be spending those 3 “class 
hours” on your own, working on the concepts that you would usually get in a live lecture. Please be sure to budget your 
time accordingly! 
 
Substantive participation in online discussions should: 

• Add value to the discussion and avoid simply repeating, agreeing with, or answering yes or no to peer’s 
comments 



• Challenge comments in class, including those of the facilitator 
• Ask insightful questions 
• Answer other people’s questions 
• Exemplify the point with real-life events, when possible 
• Make comments that are relevant to the course content and objectives 

 
Things to keep in mind as you write discussion posts and communicate with other students: 

• Share an experience related to the discussion. Comment on other participants’ experiences that relate to the 
course. 

• Ask others questions about their ideas and experiences that are related to the course 
• Challenge a point that another participant made in a respectful manner. Offer a different perspective on an idea 

that is being discussed 
• Give insights gained from assigned readings for the week. If you need more information, ask the participants a 

question about the week's reading 
• Discuss a work issue that is related to the course or discussion and ask for feedback 
• Relate how you have applied what you have read, learned or discussed regarding the course to your personal 

and professional life. 
• Share another resource such as Web links, books, etc. that you have used to answer other participants’ 

questions or as you explore the topics of the course (as it is a violation of copyright law to copy the actual page) 

Methods of Instruction 
 
Final Grade Breakdown: 
 

Course Component Weight Toward Final Grade 
Exam 1 (ch. 1-6) 20% 
Exam 2 (ch. 9, 12, 14-16) 25% 
Personal Balance Sheet, Budget and Personal Financial Planning Case 15% 
Quizzes (via Connect) 10% 
SmartBook (modules and homework problems) 30% 
Total: 100% 

 
Explanation of Final Grade Components: 
SmartBook assignments are part of an intelligent learning system found in McGraw-Hill's Connect. It is based on 
cognitive mapping that diagnoses a students' knowledge of a subject then creates an individualized learning path geared 
towards student success in your course. It offers individualized assessment by delivering appropriate learning material in 
the form of questions at the right time helping students attain mastery of the content. I have set this to take the average 
student between 40-60 minutes however, it could take longer.  I suggest that if it takes you more than hour you need to 
read the chapter again and more carefully.  Do not spend hours on each of these please attempt to get at least an 80% 
successful completion.  That type of success and effort should help you master the material and perform well on other 
aspects of the course. 
 
End of chapter problems are assigned and solved within McGraw-Hill's Connect system. 
 
Quizzes delivered via the Connect system, quizzes are standard TF and MC quizzes based on your reading of a chapter. 
These are different from the SmartBook assignments which are designed to help you learn.  The quizzes test your 
understanding of the material.  They are like mini-exams however they are usually only 10-20 questions and exams will 
be much longer and comprehensive in their coverage.  Not all chapters will have quizzes. 
 
Personal Balance Sheet and Budget assignment will include an Excel template in myCourses. 
 
Personal Financial Planning Case is a case that you must read and submit a solution via myCourses.  You will find the 
case in the myCourses site for FIN320. You will solve the case in MS Excel (workbook template be provided) and submit 



your solution (Excel file) to the case via attachments within myCourses. Therefore, you must have access to MS Excel, 
which is free to all UMD students. You can contact IThelp@umassd.edu for details on how to access MS Excel. 
 
Late Assignments: There will be a late penalty applied to assignments submitted after the due date (and time i.e., 11:59 
PM).  

Center for Access and Success 
In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal 
access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate 
paperwork from the Center for Access and Success. The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper 
documentation to the Center. 

University Academic Policies 
These policies are also available in the student handbook on the University website - umassd.edu. 

• Information on Incompletes 
• Student Behavior 
• Student Academic Integrity  
• Definition of Credit Hour 
• Course Withdrawal 
• Grade Appeal 
• Attendance Policy 
• Academic Calendar 
• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment 

Academic and Technical Support 
 
Tutoring 
If you have difficulty with the coursework, please reach out to me or contact the Academic Resource Center. 
 
Technical Help 

• 24/7 email, live chat, and phone support for myCourses is available at the myCourses support portal. 
• Do you need help with other UMass Dartmouth technologies? Please contact CITS. 

Course Schedule 
 

Chapter (Please see schedule on 
myCourses for due dates) 

Topic Student Responsibilities 

Chapter 1 
 

Time value of money, goal setting, 
PFP process, and the financial system 
 

Reading: 
Chapters 1 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 1 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 1 quiz 

Chapter 2 
 

Career planning process, tradeoffs, 
effective resumes, Tax-equivalent 
employee benefits  
 

Reading:  
Chapters 2 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapters 2 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapters 2 quiz 

mailto:IThelp@umassd.edu
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
https://www.umassd.edu/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/reg/hearulemaking/2009/credit.html#credit
https://www.umassd.edu/financialaid/maintaining-aid/withdrawal-policy/
https://www.umassd.edu/acadvising/grades/
http://catalog.umassd.edu/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=37
https://www.umassd.edu/academiccalendar/
https://www.umassd.edu/eeo/title-ix-and-sexual-assaultharassment/
https://www.umassd.edu/arc/
http://umd.echelp.org/
https://ithelp.umassd.edu/auth/index.php


Chapter (Please see schedule on 
myCourses for due dates) 

Topic Student Responsibilities 

Chapter 3 
 

Ratios, personal recordkeeping, 
personal balance sheet, and budget 
variances 
 

Reading:  
Chapter 3 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 3 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 3 quiz 
Excel balance sheet and budget 
problem 

Chapter 4 
 

Capital gains, retirement and 
education plans, credits and 
deductions, and tax planning 
 

Reading:  
Chapter 4 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 4 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapters 4 quiz 

Chapter 5 
 

Rate of return and high cost financial 
services. 
 

Reading:  
Chapter 5 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 5 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 5 quiz  

Chapter 6 Open and closed end credit, debt-to-
equity ratio, home equity loans, and 
identity theft 

Reading:  
Chapter 6 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 6 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 6 quiz 
Exam 1 

Chapter 9 No videos Reading:  
Chapter 9 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 9 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 9 quiz 

Chapter 12 Term life insurance, Do I need life 
insurance(?) and, methods and 
proceeds 
 

Reading:  
Chapter 12 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 12 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 12 quiz 



Chapter (Please see schedule on 
myCourses for due dates) 

Topic Student Responsibilities 

Chapter 14 Buying stock, dividends, rates of 
return, and value line research 

Reading:  
Chapter 14 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 14 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 14 quiz 

Chapter 15 Government bonds and types of 
bonds 
 

Reading:  
Chapter 15 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 15 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 15 quiz 

Chapter 16 Fund loads and fees, making money 
with mutual funds, types of funds, 
and Vanguard Research Report 

Reading:  
Chapter 16 SmartBook module 
 
Activity:  
Chapter 16 problems 
 
Assessment:  
Chapter 16 quiz 
Exam 2 
PFP case 
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