
Please Keep This Syllabus as a Reference 

 

Music 101 

Introduction to Music  
Seven Week (8 with exam) Online 

Oct 24 – Dec 15, 2022 

 

Dr. Ronald G. Sherwin 

rsherwin@umassd.edu, 508-910-6949 

Office: CVPA 204E 

Office hours: by appt. 

Online 

 

 

Please note that even though we are online, personal interaction is still very important to me.   

Also, just because I check my email very often and log onto the course regularly you should never 

plan assignments or studying with the expectation of emails being instantly answered (especially 
since some of you work on the class early in the morning and some late at night). 

 

Course description: 

This course presents a basic music vocabulary and develops intelligent discrimination in the 
listener through study and analysis of outstanding works from Gregorian Chant to the present, 

including music of diverse cultures. Emphasis is also placed on the relationship of the historical 

development of music to parallel movements in art, drama, philosophical thought, etc. 

 

Course objectives: 

The objectives of this course are: 

• To give the student a balanced, comprehensive view of music: past and present, Western 

and non-Western, art music and popular trends. 

• To demonstrate familiarity with key terms used in the arts. 

• To be able to recognize and identify major composers, singers, instrumentalists, ensembles, 

and examples of their work. 

• To be able to recognize ways in which cultures influence artistic work. 

• To develop and demonstrate an ability to describe and explain a piece of music both 

verbally and in writing. 

 

Course outcomes: 

The student who completes the course successfully will be able to do the 

following: 

• Name the major periods in arts history and their dates, describe the key characteristics, 

associated with each period, and identify some of the key musical works associated with 

each period. 

• Demonstrate both verbally and in writing, basic understanding of the key terms used in the 

arts, with specific focus on the eight main elements of music. 

• Demonstrate the ability to listen to a musical example, identify the period in which it likely 

was composed, and suggest the most probably composer.  

• Utilizing specific musical examples and composers, demonstrate both verbally and in 

writing, an understanding of ways in which cultures influence artistic work. 
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• Demonstrate the ability to describe and explain a piece of music both verbally and in 

writing. 

3B 

• Articulate the cultural context, history and formal and conceptual aspects of the art form 

studied. 

• Interpret and create informed responses (via writing, presentation, performance or artifact) 

to the art form studied through the analysis of the form, content, context and methods of 

production using appropriate disciplinary terminology. 

• Explain the ways in which the art form expresses the values that humans attach to their 

experiences. 

Course Delivery: 

 This section of Intro to Music has been specifically designed to meet the unique demands 

 of online learning and the students who enroll in such classes.   

 

Materials:  

The Enjoyment of Music (14th Edition) –Ebook or Print with W.W. Norton “Total Access” 

Kristine Forney and Andrew Dell’Antonio  

W.W. Norton ISBN: 978-0-393-87664-2 

OR 

The Enjoyment of Music (13th Edition) As long as you have W.W. Norton “Total Access” 

Kristine Forney and Andrew Dell’Antonio  

W.W. Norton ISBN: 978-0393639032 
 

Student responsibilities: 

• Reading all assigned material, listening to the examples, and studying musical examples 

BEFORE class.  

• Participating in both in-class and online discussions (this is a fundamental expectation of 

this course and part of the final grade).   

• Attending every class meeting when scheduled.  

• Checking e-mail & myCourses on a daily basis and responding appropriately and in a 

timely fashion.  

• If illness or a family emergency should arise, contacting the instructor ASAP (and if at all 

possible, before missing anything).  

 

Course requirements & Grading: 

Online Quizzes 35% 
There will be online quizzes for each chapter.  These will cover the basic materials 

(listening, terms, concepts, etc.) covered both in the lectures, videos, and readings.  They 

may be retaken until the due date/time (the highest grade will be recorded) 

 

Elements of Music Exam 15% 

This is an in-depth summative assessment that includes musical terminology, and key 

concepts from the chapters and quizzes.  
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History Exam 1 (up to Baroque) 15% 

This is an in-depth summative assessment that includes musical terminology, and key 

concepts from the first series of History/Time Period chapters and quizzes.  

 

Elements and History 2 Exam (aka Final Exam) 20% 

The final is an in-depth summative assessment that include listening, musical terminology, 

and key concepts from all the chapters and quizzes but with a focus on the second half of 

the History/Time Period section (classical to current). 

 

Online Forums/Active Engagement 15% 
This is an online course, but it does require regular participation and Active Engagement.  

 Online forums represent the bulk of this requirement.  However, it also includes watching 

 lectures, timely responses to discussion forums, and other additional assignments, etc.   

 

*Online forum responses and dialog are critical to the University Studies Outcomes and 

the related assessment of them.  If you do not participate in the forums, you may fail the 

course. 

 

*Please note that in myCourses your grades are reported, but it averages all assignments equally 

and does not consider 0s or incomplete.  So do not confuse it with your actual grade. 

 

Grading scale:  

 B+ 87.5-89.9 C+ 77.5-79.9 D+ 67.5-69.9 F   0-59.9 

A 95 B 82.5-87.4 C 72.5-77.4 D 62.5-67.4  

A- 90.0-94.4 B- 80.0-82.4 C- 70.0-72.4 D- 60.0-62.4  

 

Attendance (Active Engagement): 

myCourses logs dates and times for student engagement with posted materials.  These logs are 

used as part of the assessment of student “Active Engagement”.  Although not a calculated part of 

the grade, students who do participate regularly, do not view the required materials, or fail to login 

regularly, may be considered as non-participants in the class and fail the course. 

 

Late Assignments:   

In order to accommodate both night and day workers, assignments must be submitted by 6AM of the 

morning after the due date (if something is due on a Friday, it must be uploaded no later than 6 AM 

Saturday morning).  Late assignments will be marked down 10 points if received after 6 AM, and an 

additional ten points for every additional day late.  Assignments not received after five days will be 

reviewed but receive a grade no higher than a 59, and assignments never turned in will receive a “0”. 

Only in the case of emergency or serious illness will there ever be an exception and in the case of an 

illness only when discussed with me at least one day before the assignment’s due date. 

 

Make-up Assignments:   

Only in the case of a very legitimate excuse (personal/family emergency or serious illness) submitted by 

the day prior to the assignment due date will I consider offering an extension.  I will not reschedule 

exams after the fact if you cannot provide me with a valid, documented reason for doing so. 

 

Academic dishonesty 
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*Please note that your work will be submitted to university-approved plagiarism prevention 

services. 
 

Academic dishonesty is defined as attempting to obtain academic credit for work that is not one’s 

own. Examples include:  

1. copying another student’s answers on an examination;  

2. obtaining, or attempting to obtain, the answers to an examination in advance;  

3. submitting a paper that was written by someone else;  

4. submitting a paper that includes phrases, sentences and paragraphs that were copied 

verbatim, or almost verbatim, from a work written by someone else, without making this 

clear without indicating that these words were someone else’s through the use of quotation 

marks or other appropriate citation conventions;  

5. collaborating on a homework assignment when this has been expressly forbidden by the 

professor;  

6. using unauthorized materials in completing assignments or examinations;  

7. submitting the same paper for more than one class without the express permission of the 

instructors involved.  

This list of examples should not be considered exhaustive.  

(http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm)  

Any assignment submitted that is not one’s own work will receive a grade of zero (0). 

  

Students with disabilities 

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require 

accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please meet with the instructor at the 

beginning of the semester and provide the appropriate paperwork from the Center for Access and 

Success.  The necessary paperwork is obtained when you bring proper documentation to the 

Center, which is located in Pine Dale Hall, room 7136; phone: 508-999-8711. More information is 

available at http://www.umassd.edu/dss/.  

 

Title IX Information  

The purpose of a university is to disseminate information, as well as to explore a universe of ideas, 

to encourage diverse perspectives and robust expression, and to foster the development of critical 

and analytical thinking skills. In many classes students and faculty examine and analyze challenging 

and controversial topics. If a topic covered in this class triggers post-traumatic stress or other 

emotional distress, please discuss the matter with the professor or seek out confidential resources 

available from the Counseling Center, http://www.umassd.edu/counselling/, 508-999-8648 or - 

8650, or the Victim Advocate in the Center for Women, Gender and Sexuality, 

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/, 508-910-4584. In an emergency contact the Department 

of Public Safety at 508-999-9191 24 hrs./day. UMass Dartmouth, following national guidance from 

the Office of Civil Rights, requires that faculty follow UMass Dartmouth policy as a “mandated 

reporter” of any disclosure of sexual harassment, abuse, and/or violence shared with the faculty 

member in person and/or via email. These disclosures include but are not limited to reports of 

sexual assault, relational abuse, relational/domestic violence, and stalking. While faculty are often 

able to help students locate appropriate channels of assistance on campus, disclosure by the 

student to the faculty member requires that the faculty member inform the University’s Title IX 

Coordinator in the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at 508-999-8008 to help ensure that 

the student’s safety and welfare is being addressed, even if the student requests that the disclosure 

http://www.umassd.edu/studenthandbook/academicregs/ethicalstandards.cfm
http://www.umassd.edu/dss/
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not be shared. For confidential counseling support and assistance, please go to 

http://www.umassd.edu/sexualviolence/ 

 

Changes to Syllabus: 

This syllabus is a guide and every attempt is made to provide an accurate overview of the course.  

However, circumstances and events may make it necessary for the instructor to modify the syllabus 

during the semester and may depend, in part, on the progress, needs, and experiences of the 

students.  Changes to the syllabus will be made with advance notice. 

 

Remember: You are responsible for the content of this syllabus. 
 

CRITICAL INFORMATION: 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT UNIVERSITY POLICY IS BINDING, THE FINAL 

SAY ON ALL ISSUES, AND GUIDES THE CONTENT OF THIS 

SYLLABUS.  A SIMPLE OUTLINE OF THESE POLICIES IS ONLINE AT: 

 
  https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/ 

 

 

https://www.umassd.edu/provost/resourcesforfaculty/syllabus-language/
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Course Schedule 
 The instructor may modify this schedule to better meet the needs of the class 

*Where different, the 13th Edition chapter number will be noted after the 14th Edition (Chapter 14/15 etc.) 

Week 1  
(10/24 – 10/28) 

Unit 1- Elements of Music 
Lesson Reading & Topics 
1 Chapter 1: Melody: Musical Line & Chapter 2: Rhythm and Meter: Musical Time 

2 Chapter 3: Harmony: Musical Depth & Chapter 4: The Organization of Musical Sounds 

3 Chapter 5: Musical Texture & Chapter 6: Musical Form 

Forum 1: You, your musical background, and a musical example. 
 

DUE: 6:00 AM Oct. 31
st
 

Quiz: 1, 2, & 3; Forum: Forum 1 

 

 

Week 2 
(10/31 – 11/4) 

Lesson Reading & Topics 

4 Chapter 7: Musical  Expression: Tempo and Dynamics & Chapter 8: Text and Music 

5 Chapter 9: Voices and Instrument Families & Chapter 10: Western Musical Instruments & 

Chapter 11: Musical Ensembles 

6 Chapter 12: Style and Function of Music in Society 

Forum 2: Share an example and discuss it using as many of the musical terms as possible. 
 

 DUE: 6:00 AM Nov 7
th
 

Quiz: 4, 5, & 6; Forum: Forum 2 

 

 

 

Week 3 
(11/7 – 11/11) 

Unit 2- Periods in Music History Part I 
Lesson Reading & Topics 

7 Medieval: Chapters 14/15 & 15/16 

8 Renaissance: Chapters 17/19, 18/20, 19/21, & 20/22 

 

DUE: 6:00 AM Nov 14
th
 

Quiz 7 & 8; Exam 1: Elements of Music 
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Week 4  
(11/14 – 11/18) 

Lesson Reading & Topics 

9 Baroque: Chapters 24/26, 27/29, & 28/30 

10 Classical: Chapters 29/31, 30/32, 31/33, & 32/34 

Forum 3: In University Studies arts courses we discuss the historical and cultural settings of musical 
works.  Why do we do this? 

DUE: 6:00 AM Nov 21
st
 

Quiz: 9 & 10; Forum: Forum 3 

 

Week 5 
(11/21 – 11/25) 

Week of Thanksgiving 

Lesson Reading & Topics 

No new material, study and take Exam 2 

Forum 4: Music and events/holidays. (You DO NOT have to reply to your peers… although it 

would be nice if you did). 

DUE: 6:00 AM Nov 28
th
 

Forum: Forum 4; Exam 2: Medieval to Baroque 

 

Week 6  
(11/28 – 12/2) 

   Unit 3- Periods in Music History Part II 

Lesson Reading & Topics 
11 Classical into Romantic: Chapters 33/35, 34/36, 39/41, & 43/45 

12 Romantic 2: Chapters 41/43, 42/44, & 49/51 

Forum 5: Select a musical example from this week’s readings and explain the ways in which it 

expresses the values and experiences of the composer. 
DUE: 6:00 AM Dec 5

th
 

Quiz: 11 & 12; Forum: Forum 5 

 

Week 7 
(12/5 – 12/9) 

Lesson Reading & Topics  

13 Modern: Chapters 52/55, 53/56, 54/57, & 55/58 

14 Postmodern: Chapters 63/66, 65/68, 66/69, & 68/71 

Forum 6: Explain the ways in which [music] expresses the values that humans attach to their 

experiences. 

DUE: 6:00 AM Dec 12
th
 

Quiz: 13 & 14; Forum: Forum 6 

 

(Exam week) 

DUE: 11:59 PM Dec 15
th
 

Exam 3: Final Exam (more focus on Classical to present) 
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